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PREFACE: 


e pretty general 2 be- 
Ing 4 


ere one enters on the read: 
>. Book, to be ingutfitive about who 


is its Author, and with what Intent 
it was written : The fo is A Matter 
of. mere. Curiofity, and it ſeems in 
Fuſtice to be wholly in the Author's 
Choice, whether he will or will not 
om it: Me 2 1 4 
a Circumſtance euery one 19 ys 
him the Compli — of ie 
much Time upon bis Work as is neceſ- 


ary to the reading it, has a Right to 


be informed of. 
. A 2 No- 


ee 

Nothing is more true, than that. 
Vice under however favourable Cir- 
cumſlances it may come in View, is in 
#s own Nature odious and deteſtabis; 
and that Virtue on the other Hand, 
" aobatever Thorns may be in its Way, 
is amiable. To argue with Juſtice 
againft the former, we ſhould allow it 
all it. Appearances of Merit: Its Conſe- 

quences will aſſuredly ſtill declare it as 
a Thing that ought to be avoided: Let 
us not judge of the Play till the falling 
of the Curtain; and we ſhall always 
fee that the Promiſes Vice makes of 

neſs are falſe ones. | 

With this View the Author of the 
ere Hiftory Fag Pe es it to the 
World ; nor can uneaſy about 
the $ ucceſs of it, in regard to 1 
gers, when be remembers that it awas 
written for the Service of a Daug6- 
ter. 
As theRomans EF inorder to inſpire 

their Children with a Love g Sobrietyto. 
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n 

expoſe Perſons in the Height 'of what - 
are called drunken Joys before them, 
he has, to plant an Odium of Vice, in 
the moſt rational Way, in the Mind, 
expoſed Licentiouſneſs to View, in 
what” its very Votaries muſt call its 
Hie has drawnfor this honeftPurpoſe 
a Woman furniſhed by Nature with 
9ualfications ſuperior to thoſe of al- 
moſt any of her Sex : formed for he- 
ing happy in herſelf, and for giving 
Happineſs to others; but avho from the 
ſole unhappy Principle, that Vice was 
an amiable Thing, finds the Way to 
. Wretchedneſs and Infamy, in a De- 

gree that no Woman leſs guilty could 
have reach'd tbem. by 
Brow les of this Kind are permit- 
ted but for this Purpoſe : They are to 
the rational Mind the moſt ſtriking of 
all Leſſons of Morality; and they 
ought to be put to the Uſe which Nature 
ſolely has permitted them for; to be 
hung up in terrorem, and preſerved 
3 from 
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Te bang is Gowly moving Finger . 


Such is the ſole Purpoſe with which 
e bave been penned: may 
their Succeſs be, not what the Execu- 
tion, but what the Intent deſerves ! 
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Adventures at Bath. 


— a. 


CHAPTER B viii) 
The Father's Motives for bringing the 
| Lady to Bath. 2 


N the Year one choufand Keren hun- 
I dred and — but Good-nature com- 

mands us to forbear the reſt, the 
Bloom of what has now long been the 
celebrated Lady Frail, appeared in the 
midſt of a crowded Seaſon at Bath: Her 
Age barely * her Buſineſs * 


— 
, 4 * * 9 
1 


r 
of moſt of her Sex at that Age there, Mar- 
riage: She had been ſufficiently informed 
of the Merit of her Perſon, and the A ddi- 
tion of a declared very conſiderable For- 
tune, gave her better Ground for the Hope 

of marrying to Advantage, than moſt 
People have who ſet out with the ſame 
Aſſurance of it. 55 
Her Face was unexceptionable; her 
Perſon well formed and elegant; her De- 
portment ſuch as ten thouſand Females of 
Diſtinction ſince have thought a proper 
one to model their own upon. 
Her Father, under whoſe Conduct ſhe 
vilited this Scene of Delight, was able 
to make her a Match foralmoſt any body, 
and he took Care to make every body 
believe he was willing to do ſo; by pro- 
feſſedly declaring he wanted to marry her, 
and that he was ready to do more than a 
prudenti Father would, to give her an Op- 
rtunity of making the great Step into 
Life ſuch as ſhould ſet her upon a good 
—_—_ 
The Lady. was not without her 
Schemes, nor was the Father without 
his ; the Huſband was to be the Dupe 


1 


to both, though neither was ——_ 


4 
10 


”- 


438 9 
had been long weary of the Reſtraint un- 
der which che had lived with a Parent, 
and had determined to find in a Huſband 
a Superior whom ſhe might command 
at Pleaſure. 

The Father had a Connection with a 
Lady he was not married to, and in fa- 
vour of whoſe Children he intended the 
Fortune he ſo freely promiſed this Daugh- 
ter. His Scheme was the engaging ſome- 
body in an Amour with her, the Conſe- 
quence of which ſhould be a Marriage 
without his Knowledge, and an Irre- 
concileableneſs to this, was to be the 
Pretence for his diſinheriting her. 

The Lady who can command Lovers 
needs not fear the Sovereignty over a 
| Huſband who loves her; our Heroine 
knew that both theſe Conſequences mult 
neceſſarily attend her marrying ; and the 
devoted Huſband was ſoon ſelected from 
the Crowd of Admirers that attended her, 
with her tacit Aſſent, and with the open 

Approbation of the Father. 
This intended Huſband was no leſs re- 
markable a Man than the well known 
C———tO***, a Man in regard to 
whom the Conſequence of being univer- 


* Known is his being univerſally. 
B 2 2 


PAR 45» RY 
eſteemed : He viſited her openly ; de- 
clared himſelf her Lover in Form; and 
partly the Reſpect to his avowed Inten- 
tions, partly the Dread of the Reſent- 
ment of a Man of known Courage, kept 
every body elſe at a Diſtance. f 
Our Heroine, whoſe darling Paſſion 
was univerſal Admiration, could but ill 
brook the receiving it only from one; 
they were fifty times on the Brink of quar- 
relling about it, and ten times as often 
her Precipitancy threw her into the Way 
of Occaſions. of his breaking with her, 
An honeſt Paſſion for her could alone 
have enabled him to ſupport the Provo- 
cations of this Kind which ſhe daily gave 
him even while ſhe received him kind- 
ly : and as nothing but the ExpeRations 
of the Event of their Marriage could have 
induced her to bear the preſent Diſtance 
ol the reſt of her Eovers ; ſo nothing but 
the ſame Proſpect, viewed in a different 

Light, could have made him ſupport 
it under the Freedoms ſhe allowed them. 
She conſidered herſelf as on the Verge of 
a State in which ſhe might throw off this 
Reſtrain for ever; and he ſuppoſed her 
Entering on a Scene of Life, in "Rd 


(5) 


the very Pleaſure of being admired by | 
others would be at an End. 

How differently do different People 
conclude from the ſame Premiſes? And 
how abſolutely does what we take for 
the Determination of our Reaſon depend 
upon our Paſſions |! 

If our Heroine had a Paſſion which 
deſerved the Name of Second to that of 
Love, in her Diſpoſition, it was a Fond- 
neſs for Play: If ſhe had at this time 
had ſomewhat leſs Inclination to it, the 
Neceſſity of ſomething to do, when her 
great Joy was denied her, would have 
thrown her into it: She wanted, how- 
ever, no ſuch additional Incentive to it ; 
and Bath was, of all the World, the 

Place where a Woman might be indul- 
 ged in it with moſt Freedom and with 
leaſt Cenſure. 

The Captain continued his Viſits; the 
Lady received him more than civilly, 
and the Father, while he told him how 
conſiderably he intended to beſtow upon 
his Daughter, yet received his Intentions 
of marrying her as an Honour intended 
to her. Captain O* was one of the 
laſt Men in the World one would have 
picked out 0 make a Dupe of; but the 

B 3 Lady 


8 1 

Lady thought every Thing poſſible to 
her; and 3 ſhe abſolutely loved 
him in her Heart, yet ſhe queſtioned not 
her Power of diſcharging that Paſſion as 
foon as it ſhould be troubleſome ; and of 
making him readily ſtoop to whateyer ſhe 
ſhould deſtine him to. 


DELLS ce GELS 


CHAPTER Il. 


She loſes at Play, and falls into a very 
unexpected Perplexity. . 


UCH was the Footing Things had 

ſtood ſometime on in the Family, 
when the Lady's Play had been unſuc- 
ceſsful ; and though no body regarded it 
- while ſhe won, yet no ſooner Hundreds 
were ſeen to be loſt, but it was whiſpered 
that ſhe muſt be ruined, and that her Fa- 
ther would not ſupport her, Her ill 
Luck at Play would, at any other time, 
have determined her at varying the Paſ- 
fion ; but old Faces were not ſtriking to 
her, and as every body looked on her to be 
much the ſame as married to the Captain, 


no body * her an Opportunity of try- 
ing 


(7) 
ing how firm her Conſtancy was by at: 
racking it. 
She was half indolently half out of 
Humour leaning over the Table- at the 
Rooms one Evening, when a new Face 
preſented itſelf : A young Fellow of a 
fine Figure, and extremely polite Ad-, 
dreſs, made her a Bet, and as he won it, 
he obſerved that ber Eyes were full upon 
him, and that her Face was covered with 
Crimſon, as ſhe obſerved him. He did 
not recolle& that ne knew her, but he 
was not long in determining that he ſoon 
would do fo: He knew nothing of her 
Name, her Family, or her Connections, 
or if- he had, when the World ſhall be 
-* informed chat be was-rio other than the 
Perſon lately celebrated under the Name 
of Mr. Loveill, they will not need to be 
told that the Knowledee of them would 
have been of no Conſequence to him. 
He watched every Glance of her Eyes, 
and ſoon convinced her that his own had 
no Buſineſs but the gazing on her: A 
thouſand expreſſive Looks called her An- 
gel and Deity as ſne turned hers toward 
him, and as many half Sighs breathed 
with no other Intent but that ſhe might 
obſerve he took Pains to ſmother them, 
| B 4 told 


\ © $8) 
told her ſhe had made a Conqueſt of 
one who deſpaired of her, and therefore 
though he adored her, would be at ſome 
Pains that ſhe ſhould not know it. : 
Diſcernment was a favourite Attribute | 
of our fair Divinity; ſhe gloried in ſee- « 
ing what ſhe thought her Captive tried 1 
to hide, and little imagined that ſhe had 
met with a. Man whom a _ of 
an Hour had let into enough of her 
Character, to ſee that ſhe had Foibles 
which ſhe miſtook for Qualifications, 
and which it would be eaſy for him to em- 
ploy againſt her to his own Advantage. 
A Number of Attacks of this kind 
had been made with excellent Succeſs, 
and the Lover was glorying in the Ap- 
* Proaches he had made toward an Ac- 
quaintance, when Love who ſat laugh- 
ing at his Plots on an artificial Roſe that 
ſhaded ſomewhat too much of her more 
roſy Neck ®* rendered them all uſcleſs in 
a Mo- 


Critics who are acquainted with the Colour 
AI of Lady Fail's Neck will be in diſpute about 
2 the Propriety of this Epithet. We are apt to ſuſ- 
E ſpect it is indeed the firſt time it has been uſed 
in our own Language; but Francis will aſſure . 
us that the Romans, and Lawſon will {wear to us 
that the Greeks, were fond of it. It has _ 
2 | aueſti- 


| 
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(9) 
a Moment, by an Occurrence truly his 
own, and truly worthy his exerting in 
the Cauſe of ſuch a Votary. Our He- 
roine had played with ill - Succeſs for ſe- 
veral Evenings before; but this was 


deſtined for a Stroke ſhe had not pre- 


B 3: | ___ pared 


queſtioned, indeed, whether thoſe who have em- 
ployed it ſo elegantly, meant to expreſs the Smell 
or the Colour of the Roſe by it; and this is no 


inconſiderable Inſtance of the Genius of our 


Critics in admiring + what they profeſſedly do 
not underſtand. We ſhall allow- that there ap- 
pears ſimply no Impoſſibility in Horaces havin 
alluded to the Smell of the Roſe in his Praiſe o 


the Cerwiæ Roſea of Telephus; but where Virgil © 


ſays Roſea Cerwice refulſit, it is pretty plain that 
he alludes to Colour. The S οοανανονο EM, Or 
Reſy-finger dalllorning of the Greeks (See Dr. A 
kew's yet unpubliſhed Lexicon) evidently prefers 
the ſame thing; and yet for our own private 
Part we are apt to be of Opinion, that they 
might all poſſibly mean neither one nor the other. 


People who call Swans Purple, and ſomething 


that they aver to be whiter than Snow RH, do 
not ſeem to mean any thing by either of theſe 
Epithets more than agreeable and charming ; a- 
bout as much perhaps, and that about as well ex- 


preſſed as what our modern Poets mean when - 
they call their Miftreſſes Divine. 
If thou ſhouldſt be unlucky enough to aſk, 


Gentle Reader, to what Purpoſe ſerves. this Note ? 
we ſhall anſwer thee in the Socratic Way, by 
aſking thee, To what End ſerve all other Notes 


but to ſhew the Author's Reading? 


- ” 


(10) | 
pared herſelf to guard againſt. Her 
Stock had decreaſed apace, but ſhe had 
not recollected that it could be exhauſt- 
ed. She had always played boldly, and 
now played with leſs Attention than 
ever: the threw at every Thing that 
was ſtaked, and loſt ten times as much 
- as ſhe had to pay it with. 

The Lover's Eyes were upon her al- 
ways; they could not now omit diſcover- 
ing her Confuſion ; but the Addreſs that 
lucky Mortal has ever been ſo happy 
in, exerted itſelf as uſual in his Favour, 
and he was the only Perſon in, the Com- 
. Pany who ſaw what he would not for 
fifty times the Price of it have miſſed 

ſeeing. He took out a conſiderable Sum 
with great Compoſure, and after look- 
ing on it an inſtant, ſaid, © Here is not 


enough, Madam, for the Note you 


aſked me to change juſt now ; but I 

beg you'll let it prevent the ſtop- 

ping the Diverſion for the preſent, and 

Pl do myſelf the Honour of ſend- 

ing you the Remainder To-morrow 
orning.” 

No- body queſtioned the Reality of 
the Note he talked of, but the Lady 
who knew ſhe had no ſuch thing. — 

W 


, 


( 11x ) 
ſaw the Politeneſs of the Manner in 
which the Obligation was conferred on 


her, in its full Force; ſhe trembled at 


the Intent, and at the Addreſs of him who 
offered it; but tho? ſhe never had receiv- 
ed an Obl igation, nor would have con- 
deſcended to it now under any other 
Circumſtances, ſhe found it neceſſary to 


ſubmit, and with a Sigh that ſaid it 


would not be laſt Time ſhe ſhould find 
herſelf in the ſame Situation with him, 
ſhe accepted ir. 

He had poured into. her Hand con- 
fiderably more than the Demand was 
upon her; and while ſhe was going to 
debate what Uſe to make of it, he forced 
her into a Bett with himſelf, and from 
this led her on to continue at the Table 
an Hour. From the Inftant of her Ruin 
her Fortune turned; ſhe played with 
Succeſs the whole Time ds and 
on the breaking up the Party, would 
have returned the Money ſhe had receiv- 


ed from her new Lover, but that he had 


bad the Artifice to render that impoſſible 
by delivering it to her without count- 


ing it. 2 


8 6 cugs 


5 * Lu?) 
__ etna: e 
ro i. CHAPTER III. 


__ with a very happy Termination. 


E Party was diſſolved; the Peo- 
ple were filing off their ſeveral 
Ways, when the Lover looking about 
1m was amazed to find a Woman of 
his Miſtreſs's Figure, and Appearance 
alone unguarded, and but for him left to 
find her Way to her Chair by herſelf : he 
ſuppoſed he had paid her Price, and had 
nothing to do but to wait on her to her 
Bed- chamber. 
The Father was engaged with his 
| own Flame at his Apartments; the 
if Captain, diſtreſſed beyond Deſcription at 
* the manner of her playing, had deter- 
'Y mined never to be a Witneſs to the E- 
vents of it; and the Lady who had out- 
ſtaid the Party of Females ſhe came 
with, had no- body about her who had 
any. Ptetenſion to offer their Services. 
_ The Lover very freely offered her his 
Hand. He was telling her, Nothing 
© ever was ſo charming; and wondering 


£ where ſhe could have been buried, that 


4 | ftrange Embarraſſment of our Hereine, 


ſhe. 
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ſhe never fell into his Way. before, has 
Tears from the brighteſt Eyes that 
ever ſhed any, convinced — of his 
Error. Sir, ſaid ſhe, with great Emo- 
tion, I intreat of you to hear me: 
Lou ſuppole me accuſtomed to. the 
Diſtreſſes you found me in, accuſtomed 
© to ſubmit to Obligations in being re- 
lieved from them.“ It was not neceſ- 
ſary ſhe ſhould proceed. He ſaw her 
Innocence in her Confuſion; he apolo- 
gized for the common Civilities ſhe had 
miſtaken for intended Freedoms, and 
ten times more in Love with her than 


before, he determined to be ten times 
more on his Guard in the Purſuit of her; 


and with a Politeneſs that could not ſa- 


vour of any Idea beyond the coldeſt 
Bounds, waited on her to her Lodgings, 
and took his Leave of her at the Door. 
She who would not a Moment before 
have truſted herſelf with him, even 
with Company, now told her Fears they 
were groundleſs, and called him back, 
that ſhe might pay him the Nur ſhe 
was indebted to him. 
Ihe Stranger ſaw. her into her Dreſ- 
fing-Room ; his Looks deſired her Si- 
lence of their Buſineſs till the Servants 
Were 
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were away; and as ſoon as they were 
left alone, he reminded her that it would 
not be proper to have Witneſſes that ſhe * 
had been obliged to him, and eaſily per- 
ſuaded her to order herſelf to be denied 
to every body, till ſhe gave her Com- 
mands to the contrary. 

An Opportunity that another would 
have been Years ſolliciting in vain, threw 
itſelf in the Way of our lucky Hero in 
in an Inſtant, The Lady began to count 
her Money ; the Lover told her they had 
ſomething of infinitely more Conſe- 
quence to talk of, and but a Moment 
to talk of it in. He begged they might 
not miſapply it; he would not hear of 
her Objections 3 he would not let her 
tell him of her Situation; he preſſed her 
till he faw ſhe grew warm : He told 
her there was but one Way of paying a 
Debt, the Sum of which ſhe knew not; 
and in the Scuffle that ſucceeded, in 
which the Word Mercenary was repeated 
with great Indignation, the Noiſe of the 
whole Sum falling from the Lady's Lap, 
called in a Servant at an unlucky Mo- 
ment: the Lover however ſtruck her 
blind in an Inſtant by telling her, that 
was Money neither he nor her Lady had 

| | | a 
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a Right to, and that it ſhould by and by 
pay her for the Trouble of picking it 
up. 

7 he firſt Approach to the Point of 
Ruin is irretrievable in a Woman. When 
they but ſuppoſe the Miſchief is over, 
they ceaſe to be upon their Guard againſt 
it; and ſhe who but a Moment before 
would have ſtarted at the ſlighteſt Ad- 
vance, now gives herſelf up to every 
thing with more than Non-reſiſtance. 

It was three before our Lovers parted * 
Clocks were Monitors they neither wiſh- 
ed to hear, nor had Qpportunities of In- 
difference to attend to. They were in- 
formed the Captain had been there at 
twelve, and had ſentꝰ again within a few 
Minutes. The Lady ſunk into her Chair at 
the Name; and after a Flood of Tears 
that interrupted her for ſome Moments, 
O, cryed ſhe, with a Look of Anguiſh 
and Diſtraction, you have undone me; 
© but that is little: You have deſtroyed 
* yourſelf ! Captain O*** conrts me 
* honourably, nor will he part with me 
* eaſily : How you have injured him you 
* know ; and you fee he knows it. In- 
vent. deviſe ſomething, I conjure you, 
* that may make you eſcape his F wh" 
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She would have ſaid a great deal 
more; but neither was it neceſſary, nor 
had ſhe Power to do it : The Lover left 
her with only Life enough to inſiſt upon 
it, that he ſhould do ſo, and that no 
Step ſhould be taken in this unhappy, Si- 
tuation without her previouſly being ac- 
quainted with it. 

Two Things with which the La- 
dy's Lover was very well acquaint- 
ed, were, that there are Occaſions in 
which a Man of Honour may break his 
Word with a Lady, and that when Dan- 
ger is not to be eſcaped, the true Me- 
thod is to ſeek it. He was no ſooner 
_ dreſſed than he waited on Captain O***; 
he told him of his laſt Night's Viſit, and 
gave him truly the Occaſion of his 
making it , he explained to him the 
Difficulty of ſettling an Account ſo very 
uncertain z and almoſt convinced him 
that there had not been even the Intention 
of an Injury to him in it. 

The Captain ſaw what kind of Man he 
had to deal with; and he put the Mat- 
ter to a ſhort Deciſion, 6 . throw- 
y ing yourſelf m my Way, Sir, ſays he, 
6 gives me no room to doubt your Cha- 


= racter: It is my Intereſt to be K 
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that every Thing you have told me is 
Truth : But, Sir, continues he more 
earneſtly, this is a Lady it is not eafy 
to be ſatisfied with once ſeeing z the 
Nature of my Pretenſions to her you 
are acquainted with, or T had not had 
the Honour to ſee you; can you tell 
me that you have no Intention of ſee- 
ing her again? 
Whatever might be our Hero's Inten- 
tions in regard to the Lady, he found he 
had no Inclination to have a long Diſ- 
pute about her with a Rival; he could 
not condeſcend to lye, nor would it have 
been worth while to do it, when it would 
be ſo ſoon diſcovered : the Anſwer he 
gave the Captain produced a Diſpute 
there was but one Way of deciding ; the 
Captain had the Advantage; and the 
Lover s Hurt, though not dangerous, 
was ſuch as made it impoſſible for him to 
appear for ſome time. 


CHAP- 


(1) | : 
„ CHAPTER: W. 
| A confuſed Scene in the Family. — A Ma- | 
trimonial Scheme well propoſed. 


AT E as our Heroine went to Bed, 

ſhe was not late ere ſhe roſe again; 

Sleep had been a Stranger to her Eyes 
all the Time, or at the utmoſt, if Na+ 
ture, wearied with being held ſo many 
Hours upon the Rack, gave Way 
ſometimes, for an Inſtant, to ſomewhat 
like forgetting herſclf ; ſhe ſtarted from 
it in Agonies, waked by the Spectre of 
der Lover bleeding for her, or with the 
Terrors of her Father's Fury, and her 
intended Huſband's Accuſations. | 
Hearts not accuſtomed: to Diſtreſſes 
bear them wildly ; nor is there any Re- 
gard that an unfeigned Deſpair cannot 
trample under its Feet. Eleven o Clock 
came, and no Tidings of her Lover; ſhe 
ſent to him, but no Meſſenger could find 
him: The Servant who had been of Ne- 
ceſſity made her Confidante, attempted 
to ſooth her, by gueſſing that he had left 
the Place to avoid the Captain; ſhe was 
anſwering with an Indignation that be 
came the Senſe ſhe had of the Merit =o 
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her Lover, when her Father entred her 
Apartment. His Eyes were caſt 

the Ground; his Geſture beſpoke at once 
a Torrent of Anguiſh and of Reſentment 
he was opening his Mouth to accuſe her, 
when ſhe burſt out into an Exclamation, 
What is become of him! No Trifling 
* with me; you know, and I conjure you 
to tell me l' The Fury of the Daughter 
ſuppreſſed that of the Father; he only an- 
ſwered, He is ſafe.” A Look that Ra- 
phael would have attempted in vain to ex- 
preſs, told him her Satisfaction, and he 
was at once convinced how rejoiced ſhe 
was to hear it: She inſiſted on ſeeing him 
that Inſtant, and would not have been con- 
vinced of her Error till ſhe had done ſo, 


unleſs the Father had told her with an un- 


affected Concern, that his Reſentment was 
ſo great that he had in vain attempted to 
prevail with him to come to her. Re- 
* ſentment ! replied ſhe, trembling and 
pale as ſhe ſpoke, could you ſuppoſe it 
* was that Wretch I was enquiring after, 
tell me what is become of ***.“ She 
| was going on, when the Captain, whoſe 
Love had got the better of all his other 
Paſſions, however juſtifiable, entered the 


Room. He would have made a Merit 
of 
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of forgiving her; but he found ſhe was 
in no Temper to ſtoop to the accepting 
it. He approached her wich infinite 
Tenderneſs; and as ſhe turned from him 
with Indignation and Contempt, faid to 

her, See what you have Power to do! 
* I, who am injured, ſtoop to you who 
© have injured me, for Pardon. He 
© who can ſubmit to this while but a 
Lover, what is there you may not do 
with him when a Huſband.” 

The Lady, outrageous with her Suſ- 
pence, inſtead of condeſcending to an- 
ſwer, demanded w hat was the Reaſon 
her laſt Night's Acquaintance was not 
Vith her? She no ſooner heard that he 
was hurt, than ſhe flew. from them to 
her Cloſet, and indulged a Diſtraction 
that thoſe-who ſhould have hated her for, 
could not but pity : The Fury and Re- 
ſentment of the Injured, were loſt in 
Compaſſion for the faithleſs Injurer, and 
while ſhe who had been guilty diſdained 
the Reconciliation which the Innocent 
would have been happy in, there appeared 
no. Way of making up a Breach that had 
already made too much Noiſe in the 
Place, to make it proper for her Family 
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The unlucky Lover would not ſuffer 
his Hurt to be dreſſed till he had apolo- 
gized to her for the Occaſion of it; nor 
would the Lady even hear of her Father, 
till ſhe had wrote to enquire after his Si- 
tuation, to accuſe him of want of Ten- 
derneſs to her in running into it; and to 

ardon him, and intreat his Pardon for 
n been the Occaſion of his Danger. 
Every Day during her Stay at Bath 
ſaw twenty Letters written between this 
unlucky Pair, but neither of them were 
- ſuffered to ſee any but what themſelves. 
had written: The Servants were in Fee 
againſt them, and the Father only re- 
ceived all that were intended for both. It 
was eaſy for him to ſee that his Daugh- 
ter was like to make a very forry Wife 
to the Captain; but it was not his Buſi- 
neſs to tell him ſo ; he treaſured” up the 
Knowledge of her Foibles in his own 
Breaſt, told the Captain he ſaw ſhe 
loved him to Deſperation, but that her 
Pride, as ſhe had been innocent, denied 
her Leave to ſubmit : He promiſed his 
Intereſt towards a Reconciliation ; told the 
Captain afterwards he had madeit ; fixeda 
Day for the Celebration of their Marriage, 
and wrote his Daughter word that = 
| | muſt 
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muſt be complied with, or that he would 
never look on her again. 
The Captain, blinded by his Paſſion, 
had conſented : The Preparations were 
made for the Solemnity ; and the Father 
contrived- to be abſent on a pretended 
Neceſſity. The Captain eſcaped his 
Ruin but by Accident : the Lady con- 
vinced by the apparent Neglect of her 
new Lover, that he was falſe to her, 
would have married the other in Deſpe- 
ration; but the Prieſt, ignorant of the 
Situation of the Family he was in, 
_ accidentally mentioned his Name. 
He who was in half an Hour to have 
been her. Huſband, was no longer 
thought of; her Contempt did not 


even let her remember he was in the 


Room; her whole Diſcourſe was direct - 
ed to the Author of her Information; 
and the Emotions ſhe expreſſed in her 


whole Form on every Queſtion that was 


anſwered about him, declared her Soul 
Was his intirely. 

The Captain had borne a great deal, but 
the firmeſt Patience may be puſhed too 
far. If he could haye put up with his pri- 
vate Diſtreſs, he could not ſupport this 


public Shame; he told her he ſaw her 


— 
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Heart could never be his, and that he 


would not accept her Perſon without it. 


She hardly attended to his taking Leave, 
but wild with her Paſſion and her Diſ- 


appointments, commiſſioned the Cler- 


gyman with a Meſſage to the Man he 
had been talking of, and diſmiffed him 
with a Fee double to what he would have 
received for performing his Office. 

The Father had before determined to de- 
ny every thing he had ſaid to urge the 
Captain tothe Marriage: His Journey was 
but a pretended one; he waited within 
Sight of her Apartment for the Event: 
He was ſurpriſed at ſeeing the Huſband, 
as he ſuppoſed him by that time to be, 
go off alone; but when the Clergyman 
came out, he met him to be congratu- 
lated on his good Fortune: 

It was with ſufficient Vexation that he 
heard the Story of his Diſappointment ; 
but he had the Prudence to conceal much 
of it from the Perſon who related it to 
him. It was with ſome Pleaſure that he 
found the Clergyman had not been able 
to tell her he ever heard her other Lover 


-mention her Name : He conjured him 


not to deliver any thing of the — 
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1 he was commiſſioned with from her to 
© |! him; but not willing to depend too much 
© upon the Secreſy of a Man of an Order 
1 he never had much Regard for, he pre- 
1 vented the Poſſibility of an Anſwer being 
Aj returned to it, by hurrying his Daughter 


| up to London the next Morning. 
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CHAPTER I. 
Advances toward a very agreeable In- 
trigue diſconcerted by a more ages Pro- 
eckt. 


| HEY were no ſooner arrived in 
. | Town, than the Father, who had 
Art enough to command his Paſ- 
bons and who knew 9 of his 

C Dogs 
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Daughters Turn, to be ſenſible there was 
Fett one Way to work upon her, told her 
with great good Nature, that he had 
forgot every thing that paſſed at Bah, 
and pleaded no other Reward-ffor it, 
than that ſhe would know 1 it to be her 
Intereſt to forget it too : That her Mar- 
rage was as much her own Buſineſs as 
it was his; that her Perſon and Qua- 
lifcations were ſuch, that ſhe might 
command whoever ſhe pleaſed ; that 
they had now a new Stage of Action, and 
= he deſired her only to weigh every 
Step of - Conſequence before the took it, 
and he was then certain ſhe could take 
none but would make him happy. 
Full as our Heroine's Heart was of 
a thouſand warring Paſlions, Flatt ry 
could not be denied Acceſs to it. She 
"faw that her Father longed to be rid of 
ber; ſhe felt that the was as weary of 
him as he poſſibly could be of her; and 
in deſpair of ever regaining the only 
Lover who had touched her Heart, ſhe 
reſolved to join in all the Means his 
3 ' Cunning could propoſe, to diſpoſe of her. 
_— , . The Papers gave Notice of a Ridotro 
- 20 Days thee her Arrival in London. 
"NG determined this as the happieſt Op- 


portu- 


3 ! . FF arr. 


YEW. 


(27) 
portunity ſhe could poſſibly meet with 
of ſhewing herſelf, and of ſeeing the 
Objects of her Choice; and that ſhe 
might appear to Advantage on an Occa- 
ſion of fo much Conſequence, ſhe deter- 
mined to lock herſelf up till the Time, 
that ſhe might recover her Fatigue, and 
prepare properly for it. 

It is but a fair Acknowledgment to 
what was Lady Frail's Face at that 
Time, to ſay, that nothing could ap- 
ap handſome that was near it : added 

to its real Merit, it had alſo the Charm 
of Novelty to recommend it; and un- 
der theſe Advantages it is not a Wonder 
that the Adoration of the gay Aſſembly 
ſhe went to, was paid to no- body be- 
ſide herſelf from the Moment ſhe came 
into it. She had ſingled out a. Dozen 
or two from the Herd of the gay Peo- 
ple of the other Sex, as the Objects of 
her Attention, and was determining a- 
pace between two of them that threw 
all the reſt at Diſtance, when a new Fi- 
gure eclipſed them all. Lord S 2 
who had juſt parted with a Miſtreſs of 
too much Merit to be parted eafily with, 
and who to inſure a Separation that was 
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neceſfary to him, but that he found it 


would be very difficult to keep himſelf re- 


ſolved upon, was now ſearching through- 


out the World for another; was the Ob- 


ject that called up her Attention in this 
e 5 

If he was one of the fineſt Fellows 
on the Earth, ſhe was doubtleſs at that 
Time the fineſt Woman: If his Bu- 
ſineſs was to ſeek a Miſtreſs, hers was 
alſo profeſſedly to find a Lover: If No- 
velty added Graces to his Figure, hers 
had the ſame Charm to him: They no 
ſooner ſaw one another, than they be- 
came acquainted; and they no ſooner 
converſed, than they found perſonal 
Charms were not the only ones that 


would plead for uniting them for ever. 


The Lord declared he loved her, the 
Lady acknowledged ſhe was not diſſa- 

tisfied with it; they ſaw no- body but 
one another the whole Evening; and 
before the Lady was dreſſed in the Morn- 
ing, the Lover was at the Door to make 


| her a Vilit. 


2222 prevent Miſchief 
was now in the ſame Houſe her, was 


pleaſed enough with the Figure of her 


new Acquaintance; he ventured her 
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Diſpleaſure, by receiving him till ſhe 
was Prepared to ſee him; and in Con- 
ſ-quence of the many warm Things the 
Lover ventured to ſay of her, he played 
off his old Game of declaring he would 
make her a Fortune worthy any Man. 
Dreſs and Candlelight are Advantages that 
moſt Faces appear much the worſe for hav- 
ing had, when they are ſeen afterwards by 
Daylight; but this was not the Caſe in 
our Heroine's ; there wanted better Light 
than that of Candles to ſhew the Bloom of 
her Complexion, and Dreſs in her ſerved 
but to hide the Beauties it adorns in others. 
Nature had ſcarce ever made a Heart 
more ſuſceptible of Love than Lord 
$* * ®*s, or a Tongue leſs worthy the diſ- 
cloſing it. The Lady ſaw he felt what 
ſhe wiſhed, however ill he expreſſed it; 
ſhe' was amazed, that he who ſpoke fo 
well on other Subjects ſhould be defiei- 
ent in what ſo immediately concerned 
him; but ſhe found it a Merit in him 
by ſuppoſing that a Confuſion, Love a- 
lone could occaſion, was the Source of it. 
The noble Lover had viſited her half 
a dozen times, and every time with - 
more Rapture than before. The Lady 
had known the Joys of Love, and ſhe 
1 C 3 longed 
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tonged to be tafting them again; ſhe 
found, though ſhe would not tell her 
Father fo, that he copied his Family Vir- 
wes, and would not marry ; and blind to 
every Conſequence, had not diſguiſed to 
him her Relolution of ſurrendering at 
4 proper Opportunity. 

Lord S* had an Intimacy with 
a finer Fellow than himſelf ; the very 
worthy and very eminent Lord ** 
Hex. A Miſtreſs is the laſt thing a Man 
can be filent about to his Friend: He 
deafened Lord Y with the Praiſes of 
the Woman he was to be happy with, 
and a!moſt againſt his Will carried him 
one Evening into the Box where ſhe was 
at a Play. Every Man was ftruck wich 
her who ſaw her: Lord could 
not but be of the Number ; his Eyes told 
| her he had facrificed his Friendſhip to - 

nobler Paſſion ; and ſo natural is Incon- 
ſtancy to the S x, that the Lady's told 
him he need not de ſpair of finding her 
as falſ- to his Friend as he had been. 
They waited on her home together. Lord 
3 viſited her the next Morning 
alont ; his Friend was not much pleaſed 
at finding him there, and was comi 
down from a ſhort Viſit ia which he had 
e 2 found, 
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found, and left him there, when the Fa- 
ther took him into a Parlour to tell him 
the noble Lord who was above had pro- 
poſed: Marriage to his Daughter; and 
that as he ſeemed more agreeable to her 
than himſelf, it would be a Favour 107 
him not to viſit her any more at preſent... 

The noble Rival was ſufficiently morti- 
fied at this unexpected Notice. The Father 
had declared himfelf in rough Terms, on 
purpoſe that the Affront might keep him 
out of tne Way of doing Miſchief; and as 
his avowed Intentions to his Friend made 
it impoſſible for him to quarrel with the 
Perſon who intended to marry the Lady, 
found himſelf, when at the Height of - 
Expectation, obliged to abandon a Wo- 
man he doated on, and that without a 
Pretence of murmuring at any thing 
but his own Inadventency for it. ; 

Lord HY * was much in earneſt; in 
his Propoſals. He loved the Lady at 
Sight, as every body elſe did; he be- 
came more and more enamoured as he 
was more acquaiated with her, and his 
Affairs not being in the beſt Situation 
imaginable, made the Advantage of a 
Fortune ſo conſiderable as he was made 
to expect with her, of no ſmall Weight 
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in a Balance that deſcended quick enough 
before. 05: 
The Father, who intended to deceive 
the Lover, did not think it neceſſary to 
enquire into his Circumſtances ; and the 
Lover, who knew his own would not bear 
inquiring into, ' dared not enquire too 
narrowly into hers, 

It was the Buſineſs of all the Parties 
to haſten the Marriage, and in Conſe- 
quence of this, it was not delayed. A 

ſudden Extravagance, or pretended Ex- 
travagance of Paſſion in the Lover, pro- 
poſed it to be done immediately one 
Evening, as they were all together ; and 
the Father who had not been ſo laviſh 
in his Aſſurances to this Gallant, as to 
make it neceſſary he ſhould quarrel, in 
order to the breaking his Engagements, 
very good-naturedly agreed to it. 

A Clergyman was found in haſte. 
The Ceremony was performed with lit- 
tie Preparation, and the two happieſt 
People in the World retired to the Place 
where two People can make themſelves 
happieſt. 
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CHAPTER II. 


A new Face of Afﬀairs preſents itſelf. A 
Journey into the Country is the Conſe- 
quence of it. A Hager Adventure 
1 


e of this dente could 
not be an Hour a Secret. Every 
body who heard of it declared they were 
cut out for one another, and an unfeigned 
Fondneſs on both Sides, convinced 
themſelves that People were in the right 
who ſaid ſo. They appeared in all pub- 
lic Places, and wherever they came they 
eclipſed every body elſe that did ſo. They 
were both People of expenſive Taſte, 
and on this Occaſion nothing was ſpared 
to ſhew it. The Lady was convinced, 
by the Extravagance of her way 22 
that he muſt have a Fortune to ſup 
it, and the Lord was ſo perfectly fared 
of the Prize he had made in Point of Mo- 
ney, that he thought the utmoſt Lengths 
he could run on this Occaſion were not 
worth his Conſideration, 

Nothing can be conceived ſo happy as 
the Life of our matried Lovers while 
thus Deluſion laſted ; but it was not long 

0 5 before 
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before People who had made no Enqui- | 


ries before Marriage, found it neceſſary 


to make ſome afterwards. 

The Tradeſmen, who on the Credit 
of the Report Lord $ * * ® had ſpread of 
the Father's Offers to him, had given the 
preſent Huſband what Credit he pleaſed, 
no ſooner heard ſome Whiſpers that all 
might not go well, than they began to 
talk of Payments they had to make: The 
Father, who ſaw the End of this, got 
away from Town one Morning before 
his Children were up; and the Huſband 


found a Letter from him upon his Table, 


complaining of Loſſes that made it ne- 
ceſſary for him to diſappear. 
There was no keeping this a Secret 
from the Lady, any more than from the 
Public; | Duns came apace about the 
Door, and the Huſband, after acknow- 
Jedging to her that he had nothing to pay 
them with, convinced her of the Neceſſity 
of his getting out of the Way. 

He had too much Tenderneſs to up- 
bond her with the Diſappointment her 


Father had deſtroyed him by, and too 

much Senſe of the Injury ſhe had received 
prels her to determine in bis Favour, 
her going n him. Love was 
850190 * - the 
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the ruling Paſſion in our Heroim 
Heart, and a Conviction of its being re- 
turned to her was conſequently her ſu- 
premeſt Pleaſure, See ſaw that her Huſ- 
band doated on her, and while ſhe ſaw. 
that, ſhe had no Eyes to any thing elle z-- 
ſhe threw her Arms about his Neck, 
and, aſter a Profuſioa of Tenderneſs, old : 
him ſhe would go with him to the utmoſt - 
Verge of the Earth, that no Diſtreſs 
ſhould make her forſake him, and that 
while he continued to deſerve her Ten- 
derneſs, by an equal Warmth in his own- 
Breaſt for her, ſhe ſhould have no Senſe . 
to Afflictions, be they of what Kang they. 
would. 
Diſtreſſes, when they do not part 
Lovers, endear them infinitely. the more 
to one another. The Lady did not aſk, 
where they were to go, but had formed 
ſo very diſmal a Proſpect in their Flight, 
that it was a very plealing Surprife-to. 
her, when ſhe heard they were to;retire , 
to the Seat of a Brother of her Huſbang's,. 
a Man of the firſt Quality, firlt Conſe; 
quence, and of one of the firſt” Cha- 
racters in the North. The , Reſolution. 
was ſo ſoon pat in Practice, chat th 
People who would have prevented ir hag. 
| C 6 ne 
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no Suſpicion of it till it was over. The 
Huſband rejoiced in the Security he 
ſhould enjoy where he was going; and 
the Lady, though ſhe little foreſaw what 
was to happen, went with an uncom- 
mon Cheartulneſs in her Heart from its 
perfe& Happineſs in her Choice. 

The D—e had heard of his Brother's 
Match as an advantageous one: The firſt 
Notice of its being otherwiſe he received 
from themſelves : He was concerned at 
the Diſappointment ſo dear and near a 
Friend had met with; but if it made 
any Change in his Reception of them, it 
was the making it more open and free 
than it could otherwiſe have been. 

The Lady was charmed with the Per- 
ſon, the Underſtanding, and the Addreſs 
of the De: His Importance had a 


Weight with her that every other Man 
| ſhe had looked kindly upon had wanted; 
and ſhe had — enough to ſee: 


the infinite Merit there was in forgetting 
it on every Occaſion where it could have 
been troubleſome. The Freedom of ſo 
near a Relationſhip gave him Opportu- 
nities of ſpeaking his Sentiments very 
openly as to his Siſter's Beauty and Ac- 
bee and the Huſband was 

never 
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never more happy than in the Pleaſure 
he ſaw ſhe took in hearing them. | 

- They had been upon this Vit about 
a Month, when an Invitation to a Noble- 
man's at ſome Diſtance took away Lord 
V for about three Days. He had 
taken his Leave of his Lady early in the 
Morning with a Tenderneſs not common 
to Lovers who have had all they could 
aſk; ſuch as would have endeared a Huſ- 
band in no common Manner to any Wife 
but her to whom it was directed. He 
was no ſooner. gone than ſhe began 
to recollect all the Compliments the 
Dee had paid her: She had been uſed . 
to find a Lover in every Men ſhe con- 
verſed with, and ſhe made no Queſtion of 
that being eminently the Caſe in one who 
had given her more Proofs of his Eſteem 
and good Opinion than any Lover 
ſhe could recolle&t had done before. 
Scarce col from the Embrace of her 
Huſband, ſhe longed for that of his Bro- 
ther: Kindred had no I ies againſt her 
own wild Paſſion, and ſhe concluded it 
would have none againſt that of her ima- 
gined Lover ſhe waited with Impa- 
tience his approaching her Bed, and af- 
ter an Hour's Expectation of what ſhe 
had 


8 
had looked upon as a Certainty, ſne 
llipped on a looſe Gown, tripped into 
the D—:'s Room, and without Cere- 
mony threw herſelf into his Bed. 

The D—, a Man of perfect Ho- 
nour, incapable of the — of a 
Crime of this Kind, yet could not but be 
a Man, and could not reſiſt what every 
body muſt own irreſiſtible. What Sur- 
prize had once betrayed him into, how- 
ever, nothing could tempt him to ag- 
gravate by a Repetition. The Lady had 
the Mortification for once to feel a Pal- 
ſion that could not be returned. Though 
the D—e's Generoſity and Candour made 
it impoſſible for her to ſuſpect he ſhould 
betray her to her Huſband, yet the Con- 
{ciouſneſs that it was in his Power to ex- 
poſe her to ſo unequalled a Load of In- 
tamy, kept her miſerable under any En- 
joyment in the World, and inflicted a 
Puniſhment which nothing but a Crime 
ſo uncommonly black could have ſub- 
nes 1 co the Ste of. 
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OQHRAPTER HI. 
Great ſecret Uneaſineſs on all Sides. 4 
ners Adventure of the Lach. N 


HERE is no Enemy to peace 0 
terrible as a Conſciouſneſs of 
Cult The deſerving to be miſerable is 
always attended with the being ſo. From 
the Hour that our Heroine found her- 
ſelf in the Power of the Brother of her 
Huſband, ſhe expected every Hour the 
fatal Story to be diſcloſed. Could that 
Nobleman have perſuaded himſelf to 
continue the black Scene he had began, 
ſhe would have thought herſelf ſafe; but. 
the Man who could. deſpiſe” her, ſhe; 
imagined had, but a an _ to . 

to betray her. 
The — of the Family was at an 
End; the three once happy Companions- 
now never met, but Diſtruſt, Confuſion, 
and Uneaſineſs were on every Face. The 
Huſband ſaw ſomething had been amiſs, 
though it was impoſſible; for him to gueſs 
what, it could have been: he ſaw his 
Brother wiſhed to tell him ſomething 
that he could not ſpeak, and that it con- 
cerned his Wife, fo that ſhe dreaded it 
ſhould 
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ſhould be told: He had too much Love, 
too much Generoſity, to name his Suſpi- 
cions to either, perhaps too much Ter- 
tor in the Thought of what the Truth 
muſt create in him, to wiſh to know it. 
He ſought all Occaſions of Solitude; his 
Lady was as willing to be out both of 
his and his Brother's Way; and conſe- 
quently, except when they met at the 
times ofeating, they were always rambling: 
three different Ways in the Gardens or 
Fields. The Huſband's Melancholy be- 
gan to prey upon his Health, and the 
Lady's upon what was more valuable 
ſtill to her, her Beauty. A new Lover 
would have been the only thing to re- 
cover her Sprightlineſs; but ſhe found 
herſelf not only in a Houſe where ſuch a 
Scheme muſt have been impracticable, 
but in a Country where People fit for 
Lovers ſor a Woman of her Taſte, and 
Delicacy did not exiſt. |” _ 
The Bottom of his Grace's Garden 


hadi a little Wicket that opened into a 


narrow Lane, overhung with Boughs 
from the Trees on the oppoſite Sides, and 
its Banks covered with Moſs of half an 
Age's Growth: No Footſtep had been 
impreſſed on it for many Summers, till 
Hot. this 
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this Lady's Melancholy found its Way 
into the Retreat; nor could any thing 
interrupt ſo retired a Solitude, as it had 
no Communication with any Part of the 
Country. 43 25 

Hither had the ſettled Gloom of our 
unlucky Fair-one's Mind found its Way 


one Morning, and hither had it daily con- 


ducted her, unknown to every body, 
every Day afterwards : In the Morning, 
ſhe would enjoy it as a Shelter from the 
gaudy Sun; in the Evening ſhe often 
remained late, reſting on the eaſy Slope 
of one of its Banks, and contemplating 
the Moon through the quivering Sha- 
dows of the interwoven Branches. Our 
Party, were too much diſſatisfird with 
themſelves to wiſh to interrupt one an- 
other's Privacy, and - conſequently no 
body had wiſhed to diſturb the Retire- 
ment of the fair Cauſe of it, in a Place, 
where it they had, it would not have 
been eaſy to have found her. xl 
She was walking very penſively in thi 

ſtill Retirement one A ſternoon, full of the 
Diſtreſs of her Situation, lamenting the 
ill Succeſs of her bold Attempt upon the 
De, and curſing the Fate that attend- 
ed her Beauty, to be baniſhed W 
Po i Ee of- 


, 


( 42 ) | 
Poſſibility of Admiration ; wen Joſt in 
the m:Jancholy Reverie, ſhe was rouſed 
by the Diſcha-ge of a Gun: her Shri-ks 
alarmed the Perſon who had fired it, he 
leaped the Fence that was between, and 
as he ran to h-r Aſſiſtance, ſw her fall 
as it were dead upon one of the ſoft Bor- 
ders of the Path. It was enough fer her 
that ſh:"kn-w it muſt be a Man who 
had fi ed it; mere Man was all ſhe had 
wanted a long time, and it was mot her 
Buſineſs to open her Eyes to what farther 
was in the Sportſman, as ſhe had no 
great Opinion that her Sight would be 
raviſhed, whatever might become of her 
Modeſty. The firſt Thought of the 
Youth on ſeeing her drop after a Shriek, 
was, that he had ſhot her ; he would have 
fled from the Conſequence of ſo terrible 
an Accident; but a Form unlike that of 
the Sun-burnt Beauties he had bꝛen uſed 
to, kept him motionleſs. He gazed upon 
her as ſhe lay ſtretched out, and by De- 
grees proceeded to examine whether ſhe 
had Life, and from this to ſearch where 
it was that ſhe was wounded : He met 
with no Reſiſtance in examining her 
Neck, but he met with Charms that 


commanded his urging his Fortune far 
2x4" . ther 3 
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ther; Paſſive Obedience and a dead 
Quiet was all on the Lady's Part: as he 
examined deeper, he ſoon found Lite 
was unhurt in her; and not at Leiſure to 
enquire into the Nature of her State of 
ſeeming Death, Inſtinct taught him what 
ſhe meant, without his daring to think. - 
ſhe meant it. 
Though the Lady could be unmoved 
by the Expectation of Bliſs, ſhe could 
not command herſelf in the Enjoyment 
of it; ſhe opened a thouſand new Beau- 
ties in her Eyes, and after ſtifling him 
with her Endearments, cryed ou”, 
Whit art thou, thou more than Man! 
If De ſarts produce ſuch Creatures as thou 
art, how mad are Women to look for 
Happineſs in Courts and Palace: 
The Tranquillity which ſucceeded all 
this Rapture, gave themOpportunity to ob- 
ſerve one another more nearly. The Lover 
would have called ber Deity, if he had 
thought ſuch a Word expreſſed his Ad- 
miration ſufficiently; and the Lady, when 
ſhe viewed his native Charms, deſpiſed: 
every thing ſhe had been uſed to admire. 
The Lover was a luſty Highlander, 
tall, robuſt, and in the Bloom of Youth ; 
his Habit diſcovered his nervous * 
n a 
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ad his Hair that hung tangled with 4 
_ Wildneſs, about a perſectly fine 
ace, gave new Graces to it. He had 
rambled more than a hundred Miles from 
his Habitation in purſuing his Sport; his 
Gun his Purveyor of Food, his Plaid his 
Bed, and the ſpangled Sky alone his Ca- 
nopy. The native Chearfulneſs that at- 
tends Freedom and Exerciſe was raiſed 
to an uncommon Height in him, by a 
Happineſs beyond every thing he had 
any Idea of; and the untaught Softneſs his 
Paſſion threw in among it, gave ita Charm 
that even added to its natural Charms in 
her Opinion. She was more raviſhed 
than even the Youth himſelf; ſhe more 
than returned his Endearments ; and the 
Moon had been two Hours up, before ſhe 
remembered that ſhe ſhould be miſſed in 
the Family. | b 
She prt ſſed him tenderly by the Hand, 
and told him ſhe muſt leave him; the 
honeſt. Tears trickled faſt along his 
Chceks as ſhe ſpoke; ſhe kiſſed them off 
as they purſued one another, and with 
an uncommon Tenderneſs ſaid to him, 
l do not mean to leave you for ever, 
ſweet Youth; it were eaſier for me to 
*die in Tortures. They tell me I am 
B | agreeable, 


e 
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agreeable, let me hear you ſay that T 
appear ſo to you! I will not tell you 


Angels muſt be poor to what you are, 


I will convince you that I think fo : 
Only ſay how muſt I provide for you; 
what will become of you till we meet 
here in the Morning. Here is no Houſe 
near but that which I am in, into 
which if I take you, I loſe you. Help 
me to contrive Impoſſibilities, for we 
will get over theſe to get together.” 

The hardy Lover told her he laughed 


at all the Terrors ſhe mentioned but 
that of parting with her, and after a 
tender Farewell, ſpread his Plaid upon 
the ſoft Scene of their Delights, and 
rolling himſelf up in it, ſhewed her 


how Cuſtom had taught him to be hap- 


Py till the Morning. 
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CHAPTER IV, 


of Scene of infinite Satisfaftion interrupted 
by a very unexpefted Accident. The 
Death of eur Heroine's Huſband throws 
all her Affairs into Diſorder. 


H OUGH our happy Fair-one 

did not overſleep herſelf in the 
2 ng, ſhe ſound it impoſiible to get 
at Liberty ſo early as ſhe wiſhed. Her 
Lover, who had been uſed to riſe before 


the Sun, had, on this Occaſion, been 


earlier than uſual up; and by that Time 


the Partner of his Joys came to kim, had 
Formed a wild but ſweetly romantic 
Bower in the Place where they were to 


meet. The Boughs were entwined with a 
delightful Irregularity to make a Cover- 
ing; the ſweet Herbs of the Meadows 
were tranſplanted to adorn its Sides; the 
living“ Earth with a little Afiſtance 


had formed Seats to reſt upon ; and 
far 


Me are apt to ſuſpect, that the terrible Fu- 


of the 1 Race of Critics will fall as 
oul upon our Living Zartb, as upon the roſy 
Neck we have before been at the Pains of vin- 
dicating from them. We are aware that they 
will m"_ upon us theBruta tellus of Horace, — 
| * 
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far within declined a Slope formed for 
Extaſy too great for Words. On one 
Side he had formed aTable ; at aDiltance, 
in another Thicket he had prepared his 
Fire; the Implements for which were 
among his ſcanty Baggage; and on the 
Bank lay a Profuſion ot Fiſh and Fowl 
that had been the Succeſs of his early 
Exp dition. 

What muſt be the Delight of a Soul 
capable of Tendernels, like our fair He- 
roinc's, at ſo inchanting a Scene of Na- 
ture's own ccntriving for her! She flew 
into his Arms; ſhe melted into an Ex- 
taſy at his Touch, and felt more than 
Joy in the Senſe ſhe had of his unut- 
-terable "Tranſport : She admired the 
Proviſion he had made for her; and 
ſhe told him ſhe had not been behind- 
hand with him. She began to unload 
her Pockets, never ſo filled forts en 

from 


fifty other Abuſes that the ſame ſort of unnatu- 
ral Writers have caſt upon their common Mott er; 
but when we remember, that Virgil talks of Vivo 
fedilia ſaxo; we cannot help believing that there 
is as much Life in Dirt as in Stone; and that we 
who write Poetry m Proſe may have as much Li- 
berty to ſay ſo as he who did it in Meaſure. 
For the Reaſon and Neceſſity of this Note, ſee 
the very learned Mr. / arburton's Shakeſpear, va- 


rus docis. 
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from every Fold of her Clothes took out 
a Delicacy, Not the unhappy' Tarico's 
Tenderneſs and Care of her faithleſs In. 
tie could excel the Pains this Pride of 
Europe had now taken to feed her Lover. 
+ The niceſt Diſhes that could be port- 
able in this manner were all ſpread out 
before his amazed Eycs, and Wines, 
not only the Flavour of which he knew 
not, but whoſe Names he nad never heard 
of, courted his Taſte. After a Repaſt 
of Love they fat down to a more ſub- 
ſtantial Dinner; their Joy was too much 
for Nature to ſupport, and their Paſſions 
too exalted for either Nature or Art to 
find the Way to expreſs them. 
They ſtaid er till the Bell from 
the Houſe gave the Signal for Dinner, 
and they met when the Party within 
Doors broke up; nor parted again till 
almoſt Midnight. Every Day ſhe ap- 
peared in new Pomp of Dreſs to charm 
him, while his rude and finger-combed 
Hair had more Charms in it for her 
Eye than her utmoſt Ornaments could 
add to her. Face in his. 
Such was the Bliſs of every Day for 
near a Month, and ſuch was the perfect 


Unconcern of theF amily, in regard to one 
2 
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another, that her Abſence had never 
been thought particular, nor. where ſhe 
beſtowed 2 Time enquired into. One 
unlucky Evening, however, Lord}/** #, 
who had been rambling, he knew not 
whither all the Afternoon, and was now + 
returning homeward through the Mea- 
dow that adjoined to the Incloſure of 
this happy Retirement, alarmed at the 
Sound of human Voices, where he had 
not expected to find any thing human, 
made his Way through the Fence, and 
walked up to the Place. 
With what Amazement was it, that he 
ſaw his Wife in the Arms of a wild Crea- 
ture whom he knew not ! He walked 
compoſedly by the Scene of his Torment; 
and ſcarce ſuffered his Lady to think that 
he ſaw her : She burſt from her Lover 
without a Syllable, made the beſt of her 
Way toward the Houſe ; and as ſhe was 
more accuſtomed to the Place than her 
Huſband, was at home before him. 
She was no fooner in her Chamber 
than ſhe hurried to Bed; her Woman 
was ordered to ſay ſhe was ill, and had 
not been up for five or fix Hours, and a 
Servant had a large Bribe to bring a 
N e Phyſician with uncommon 

D Haſte 
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"Haſte to her. She had ſucceeded ſo well 
in all-this, that ſhe did not give herſelf 
Leave to doubt but ſhe ſhould perſuade ._ 
Lord, who ſeemed ſcarce to 
have ſeen her, that if he did ſuppoſe it 
her, he was miſtaken. She would not in- 
deed have been at all this Pains from any 
"Concern ſhe had for his Repoſe ; but 
when ſhe conſidered that her future Meet- 
ings with her dear Youth, depended on 
the Management of this Scene, it was 
not difficult to perſuade herſelf to play 
it with an uncommon Caution. 
Lord gave her no other Rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect his having diſcovered her, 
but the refuſing to ſee her, though ſhe 
was ſaid to be ill: He ſpent the Night 
in unſpeakable Anguiſh ; his Melancho- 
ly had already preyed upon his Health 
too far to give him Spirit enough for 
Reſentment z- and what would in ano- 
ther have been a Scene of Rage and Fu- 
ry, in him was only Grief. He roſe 
early, loaded his Piſtols, concealed two 
Swords under his Night-gown, and 
walked through the Garden to the Scene 
of! his Misfortunes. - 
The Lover was eagerly looking to- 
ward. * Houſe, wen he a 
i | im, 
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him, and with as real an Unconcern as 
Lord & had before -ſhewn an af-+ 
fected one, ſuffered him to come quite 
up to him, without regarding him, or 
once bending his Eyes toward any other 
Object than the Path through which he 
expected his charming Miſtreſs to come. 
Lord W * * * walkedup to him, and with 
a very ſteady Countenance, aſked him, 
* Young Man, have you any Knowledge 
of who J am, or why I am come to 
* you? The Youth anſwered him very 
unconcernedly, No! What is it, con- 
tinued Lord , that you are ſo 
* earneſtly looking at, that you don't re- 
* gard me?“ © At nothing, replied the 
* Youth: I am expecting what I don't 
* ſee.” The Woman you expect, ſaid 
Lord , is my Wife. Your Sur- 
prize ſeems to tell me you did not know- 
it: you have injured me beyond Re- 
paration: but I don't blame you: He 
* muſt not be Man who could look upon 
her, and not do what you have done, 
* if ſhe would permit it.“ The Tears 
that run down his unaltered Face, as he 
uttered this, ſtruck the Youth more deep- 
ly than a Sword through his Heart could 
have done. I have injured you. in- 


D 2 deed. 
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<* deed, - replied he with great Ear- 


neſtneſs, but it was unknowingly: 
I ho feel what it muſt be to loſe this 


Womaa, although I have no Right to 


© her'z what muſt I think I have made 
you ſuffer by robbing you of her 
though you had? 

I blame you not, repeated . 
again. with a-gloomy Earneſtneſs; nor 
do draw my Sword againſt you, con- 
tinued he, laying the Weapons of 
< Death upon the Ground, with that 
KRancont with which a Huſband thus 
injuted naturally might do: if you 
©- would know my Soul, I come to ſa- 
cxifice my _ Life to you,' not to 
3 ſeek yours. You have robbed me of 

all that was a Bleſſing to it, and it is 
juſt that you ſhould be the Execationer 
ho rids me ofit “ 

The Youth ſtruck at fo baue bs a 
Diſtreſs looked on his Lordſhip with al- 


moſt Adoration, and taking up one of 


the Piſtols told him, That I have de- 
Krred to die for the Injury you have 
ſuffered is evident, but there is no Rea- 
e ſonthat youſhouldbeexpoſed2o Danger ö 
an the bringing me to it, tell me it will 
< -fatisfy you, and [wilt be my own” Exe- 
1 N 8 > cutioner, 
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eutioner ; but aſ me not to lift my 
Hand againſt you Is it not enougts 
already that I have wronged you ? 
am I, in Reparation, to be your Mur- 
derer? It was; eaſy to ſee that this af- 
fected the Huſband ſtrongly, but that 
it was not at all what he had intended; the 
Vouth perceived it, and added, I fee 
you are diſpleaſed with the Satisfaction 
I offer you: There is but one other, 
. © and that you ſhall not refuſe me: Acei- 
dent brought me to this Place from a 
very diſtant Part of the Country; I 
will return thither, and no Accident 
© ſhall ever bring me this Way again: 
I will. always remember my Crime 
with Horror, and you with Reſpect 
and Pity. Diſtreſſed as 1 
was, he could not but be affected in the 
nigheſt Degree with the Generoſity of 
Soul in this young Savage: His own 
Heart was truly noble, and was there- 
fore highly ſenſible of the ſame Quality 
in another. He gave him a Ring of Va- 
Jue from his Finger, and told him: 
Had we met on any Terms but theſe 
* unhappy ones, young Man, we never 
would have parted.” He had too 
much Confidence in the Youth to make 
1 "+ D 3 him 
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him repeat his Promiſe ; and they parted 

Nenn more Ceremony, * 

I. returned ful of Melan- 
- choly to the Houſe: he determined to 
ſee ks Lady no more; but a Paſſion too 
deeply rooted to be extinguiſhed, even by 
the ſevereſt Uſage, ſoon overcame that 

Reſolution: he never urged her with the 

Remembrance of what he had ſeen ; and 
the Return ſne made for that Generoſity 

was the aſſuming all the Pride of Inno- 
cence. The Loſs of her favourite Lover ad- 

ded a Moroſeneſs to this Infolence, and 
the Heart of him who was ſenſible he had 
deſerved much nobler Treatment from 

her, was ſooh broke in Silence: he died 
without upbraiding her; nor does ſhe 
ſeem ever to have been ſenſible that ſuch 

Death ought to have been more terrible 
to her than the bittereſt Reproaches. 

She was not ſuſpicious that the D—e 
had any Intelligence of her Amour with 
the Highlander; nor is there any Reaſon 


0 ſuppoſe he ever was made acquainted 


wich it. She looked upon the Huſband's 
Death as the Means of removing every 
Obſtacle to a very cloſe Connection with 
his G=e, and within a very few Hours 
of the Incident, renewed her Attacks up- 


C99). - 
on his Heart with great Vigour. She 
bantered him upon his grieving more for 
the Loſs of a Brother than ſhe did for 
that of a Huſband ; and told him there 
was no Accident which People deter- 
mined to be happy, might not make the 
Means of it. The D—e, who beſide, 
his ſettled Principles of Honour, had 
now a ſettled Contempt for this fair Li- 
bertine, received her Courtſhip ſo very 
coldly, and repreſented; the Infamy of 
what ſhe propoſed ſo ſtrongly to her, 
that ſhe found it was in vain to expect 
Succeſs : She looked upon herſelf as nom 
committed once more-to the wide World 
to ſhift at Diſcretion, and if ſhe truly re- 
pane any thing, it was that ſhe had not 
er wild Youth to revel a Month or two 
with, in unreſtrained Freedom, before ſhe. 
fate down to the Conſideration. of what. 
was to be her more ſerious Buſinels. 


£ 
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CHAPTER v. 


Our Heroine comes again into her Father*s 
 Proteftion.— —— An Adventure on the 


N Road. 10 
4 : l . | 
* 2 4 


„ 
enn 


HE ade Ws no ſooner n 
pl eld of his Daughter's Widowhood, 
the unlucky Circumſtances under 
whiththe was left in it, than he found it 
would be neceſſary to take her under his 
Care again: and, though heartily out of 
Humour-about it, he determined that it 
was not his Buſineſs to declare ſo much; 
but to receive her well, as the firſt Step to 
his getting well rid of her again, which it 
was evidently his Buſineſs to do as quick- 
ly as he could. He wrote very affection- 
ately to her, inviting her to Town, and 
at the fame time to his G—e, very po- 
litely thanking him for the Countenance 
he had ſhewn her, and begging that, as 
the laſt Inſtance of it, he would let her 
be ſeen to enter London again with his 
Equipage and Servants. | 
The D—e readily conſented ; he 
would indeed have ſubmitted to harder 
Conditions to have been fairly rid of her 


the ſet out in a few Days for London, and 
not 
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not a little congratulated herſelf on the 
falr Face her Affairs wore at preſent. 
The Journey was a tedious one, and 
at the ſetting out carried but the Appear- 
ance of a very uncomfortable one: barren 
Mountains, defart Heaths, and over- 
hanging Rocks, were all the Objects ſhe 
had before her for two or three Days; 
after this ſhe ſometimes ſaw the Face of 
a human Creature that did not belong to 
her own Retinue, but it uſually was but 
for a Moment, and the Object into the 
Bargain ſuch as hardly gave her Occa- 
fion to wiſh it had been longer. 
As they were dragging heavily through 
a ſandy Lane, on the fourth Day of their 
Expedition, a tolerably agreeable Man 
of forty, of a hale Complection and chear- 
ful A ſpect paſſed by the Coach, attended 
by one Companion and a Servant: he had 
the Complaiſance to bow as he paſſed the 
Lady, and though ſhe would, at another 
time, have ſhrieked at the Sight of ſuch 
a Ruſtic, ſhe now thought him worth. 
ooking out of the Coach after. AS 
this Piece of Good- nature was not loſt 
upon him, he ſoon let her paſs him 


again, and as they were all going 


1 fame Road, the reſt of the Morning, 
. D 5 Was 
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was ſpent in paſſing and repaſſing the 
Coach, ane eee. 


ee 
It was not in the Lady' $ Nature to 
deſpiſe any thing that wore the Habit of 
AMan, unleſs ſomething, better of the 
ſame Kind tempted her to do ſo. She 
watched the Stranger till toward Dinner- 
time, and taking an Opportunity when 
they were at a little Diſtance, ſhe order- 
ed her Servants to follow that Party (as 
they probably knew the beſt Inns) and told 
them ſhe would put up to Dinner whert 
they did. She made no doubt that ſome 
Advances would be made in an Hour or 
two, in which they ſhould be at the ſame 
Houſe: but alas! it proved much other- 
wiſe, the Company ſhe had followed 
dined. in one Room, and her Ladyſhip 
in another; they never ſaw one another 
the whole time, and as they were better 
provided for Expedition than her Equi- 


„ Baal they ſate comfortably over their 
tl 


e and Pipe to ſee her Ladyſhip go 
_ out, 1 ack of an Hour mount to 
follow her. 

All ſhe diſcovered by her Servants, 
-who had j joined Company with theirs, 
ths chat the Man ſhe had obſerved was 


. 
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Mr. H., who had been upon a Viſit 
into that Country, and was returning 
with a Relation to London; that he was 
a Man of a gay Diſpoſition and ſmall 
Fortune, and that he had ſpoke with 
great Rapture of her Ladyſhip, as he 
drank her Health after Dinner. She had 
enquired where it was convenient for her 
to lie that Night, and had found there 
was but one Place where it was poſſible 
either ſhe or the other Company could 
do it. She had ordered her Coachman to) 
drive hard to be there firſt; and the 
Delay they had made behind her loft 
them ſo much Ground that they never got 
it up, but her Ladyfhip was in the E 
before them. 

As the Man ſhe had obſerved, bad not - 
courted her, ſhe found it would pe nes | 
fary ſhe ſhould court him. Whatever- 
was neceſſary her Ladyſhip had long be- 
fore eſtabliſhed muſt be proper: She de- 
termined on making it unavoidable that 
they - ſhould meet, and ie ſucceeded: ; 
in it. : Dod 

It was eaſy to beſpeak all the Provi- 
Benz in ſuch a Houſe as this poor Country 
_ afforded; if there had been more, her La- 
jth was not in a Humour to have quar- 

D 6 relled 
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refled 2 Expen ce: her Woman had 


ven Orders for the dreſſing Supper, and 
Fer Ladyſhip had retired to her Room, 
and was adding ſome new Charms, 
when the expected Party arrived. It was 
not long before the Maſter of the Houſc, 
as her Ladyſhip had expected, waited 
on IG to.beg ſomething might be ſpared. 

from her Ladyſhip's Table ſor Supper 
foritwo Gentlemen who were juſt come 
in. The Lady told him the Prepara- 
tion was very ſcanty for her own Fami- 
ys but if the Gentlemen would accept 
of a Part of it at her Table, they ſhould 
be extremely welcome. The Lover, 
Who did not ſee that this was a concerted 
Thing, bleſſed his Stars for the lucky 
Chance, and got himſelf in Order as well 
as he could to appear before her. The 
Lady received him and his Friend with 
that Politenefs that is peculiar to her; 
he was charmed with every Look, every 
Word, and every Motion he obſerved 
in her ; and Man was ſo new a Thing to 


3 ber Ladyſhip, that what Charms ſhe. 
3 _ might at another time have ſeen in him, 


went go much heightened by che Novel- 
© ry. of them. She: calily ſaw ſhe had. © 
wade a Conqueſt, but 1 Lover, awed. 


EG poll; 9 by 


(61) 

by hen Rank, kept a long time at 4 
Diſtance, that was more troubleſome to 
her even than to himſelf: She gave him 
to know he might be leſs reſerved, and 
he took the Admonition; they grew 
very familiar after Supper, and when 
they took Leave to retire to Sleep, it 
was pretty plain that neither had any In- 
clination to lying alone. The Lady was 
hardly lain down in Bed, when after a 
little rumblingabout the Door, the Lover 
very decently entered at the Window, 
and in an Inſtant was in Bed with her, 

He affected a ſtrange Surprize at find- 
ing any body there; but claſping hes 
very tenderly, he told her with a great 
deal of Confufion, * I don't know what 
© it. is I have done; I ſuppoſed I was 
coming into my own, Bed, and who 
you are that 1 have offended thus, 1 
* know not, you ſhall command me ta 
go when you pleaſe, but for your own 
fake make no Buſtle about it.? Before 
he could gueſs what would be his An- 
ſwer, the Lady, whoſe Paſſions were 
raiſed to the higheſt Pitch, threw her 
Arms wantonly about him, and whiſ- 
perecd, Dear impudent Devil how did 
you dare to do this? The Lover ſaw 
. | he 
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he was right enough ; and there was bet- 
ter Uſe for their Lips than ſpeaking any 
more upon the Subject. The Lover 
e the Commands of the 
y, as he had promiſed he would, 
about leaving her; but he did not receive 
them till a little before Day-light. He 
retired decently to his own Bed; they 
breakfaſted in their ſeparate Apartments, 
and carefully avoided one another the 
whole Day following, till it was Time 
to meet to the moſt eſſential Purpoſe. 
This was a Diſtance of the Lover's 
chooſing ; the Lady had lefs Guard up- 
on her Conduct: ſhe ſettled it better for 
the next Day's Journey, and they were 
ſo well ſatisfied with each other, that 
when the ſucceeding Afternoon ſhewed 


1 them the Croſs of Fr. Paul's Cathedral, 


they agreed it was the moſt diſagreeable 
| Sight eff of them ever ſaw in their 
Lives. Parting was what they neither 
of them were inclined to; but how was 
it to be prevented? The Lover dared 
not propoſe any thing, but the Lady 
was leſs on the Reſerve. © 1 believe, 
_ ©, fays ſhe (as her Coachman was getting 
*. ready) you are not difpleaſed with me; 
6 TO my-own-Part I could ſpend ſome 
ow [6 22M - more 
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more Time with you with a great deal 
of Pleaſure: Have you any immediate 
Neceſſity of being in Town.“ The 
Lover very eagerly anſwered, No,? 
and the Lady. immediately ſent back her 
Equipage and Servants; and ſent him to 
finda Place in the Neighbourhood, where 
they could be quite unknown for as long 

as they pleaſed together. dt $3 e 
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dt CHAPTER VI. 


The Lady arrives in London ah a ſhort 
Delay. J courted by Mr. — E. r 


HE Lover chought he'was' ſettled 


ginable for Life: The Lady knew the 
Strength of her awn Conſtancy ſomewhat 
better than to ſuppoſe ſo. She indulged 
to the urmolt the only Paſſion her Heart 
and Soul were formed for; but 'Fender- 
neſſes of this violent Turn in Women are 
not the moſt laſting in the World. Whe- 
ther, when ſhe recollected how near the 
was to the great Scene of all Delights, 
ſhe .remembered too what a Choice of 
Favourites ſne might meet with there 3 

1 or 


10 in the moſt agreeable Amour ima- 
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dr whether the Lover's Wartnith grew 
leſs; or whatever elſe might be the Occa- 
fion, ſhe took an unity one Morn- 
ing, while he was dreſſing, to depart for 
London without Ceremony, only leaving 
a Note upon her Table to tell him ſhe 


wiſhed him Happineſs of every kind; 
but that ſhe begged they might be Stran+ 


gers for the future, as it was inconſiſtent 
with her Plan of Life to continue their 
Acquatatance on any Terms. 

The Lover no ſooner had read the 
Billet than he wiſhed her a good Journey 
to the Devil with all his > a0 he took 
Horſe for London, fell into a Road of Plea- 
fures there in which her Remembrance 
had no Share; and it is a Queſtion whe- 
ther either of them. ever thought the 


1 


The Lady's Abſence, no body knew 
how, Why, or where, was no ſmall 


- Diſtreſs to her Father: It was eaſy 


enough for him to gucſs what Uſe ſhe 
had. been making of her Time; but the 
Proſtitution of herſelf, under the moſt 
= Circumſtances, would have 


finitely leſs vexatious to him than 
the breaking in upon his Schemes, by 
not — her public _ in the Form 


he 


1 
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he had intended it. She came with only 
her Woman to the Door in the Evening: 
He could have murdered. her without a 
Pang, but he knew her Pride too well 
to venture to upbraid her: Nothing 
could have ſet her upon ſo bad a Footing 
with the World, as its being krown that 
ſhe was on bad Loma wich him; and 
nothing was ſo much his Buſineſs, who 
wanted to marry her again, as to prevent 
this. He received her with a Fondnelſs 
ſo well diſſembled, that herſelf took it 
for real. She ſaid nothing of the Occa- 
ſion of her Stay upon the Road, but aſter 
enquiring who made the Figure in 
| Town, and who it would be moſt worth 
her while to be thinking of, ſhe retired 
to Bed, that ſhe might be in Time for 
the Morning Park the next Dayůrp. 

Juſt as ſhe entered it at St. James's Paſ- 
ſage, C*** was tripping acroſs. the 
Mall in a very careleſs Dreſs, to ſay no 
worſe of it. It never was C***'s Ta- 
lent to be decent in a Morning, and he 
was out of Luck enough on that parti- 


cular Occaſion to be rather more of the 


Groom than he uſed to be. As he was 
going out of the Park at the ſame Place 


at which ſhe was coming into it, they 
could 
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Pony not but meet: The Lady was 
ſtruck with his Face and Form, and as 
ſhe did not know him, was not without 
Thoughts of ſending one of her Chair- 
men to ſee what became of him, and 
if he was diſcigaged; to take him into 
her Service. 
She charmed every body me met, 
and was not on her own Part wanting in 
the diſcerning Charms in more than one 
of the People that paſſed her: She ſtill, 
however; found the Face of the Man ſhe 
had firſt met withuppermoſt in her Fancy; 
and every Face, as well as every Shape 
ſhe met with afterwards, though ſhe ac- 
knowledged Merit in them, till en 
in the Compariſon. 

She returned to Dinner pretty well 9 
tisfied with the Number of Conqueſts ſhe 
had made; but much more uneaſy about 
her having omitted to enquire after the 
Man ſhe firſt met, than pleaſed with the 
Conſequences of any Admiration ſhe bad 
met with afterwards. 

In the Evening ſhe was complimented 
with Tickets for a Concert. She knew 
nothing of whom they came from, but 
ſhe was in no Humour to omit making 


dle proper Uſe of them. She was no 


3 28 
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ſooner ſeated than ſhe read in the Face f 


of the gayeſt Figure preſent, that he had 
complimented her with them, and no 
ſooner ſaw him come up to ſpeak to her 
than ſhe found the very Face of the 
Man ſhe had taken ſuch a Fancy to in 
the Morning. Charmed with the find- 
ing that what ſhe had determined on as 
an Amour, would prove a much more 
agreeable one than it was poffible for her 


| to have gueſſed, ſhe received his Com- 


pliments with a Freedom that beſpoke 
her taking no common Share of Pleaſure 
in them: She gave him many Oppor- 


tunities of finding that he was far 


from indifferent to her; and in the Face 
of a whole Aſſembly, every Individual of 
which envied either one or the other of 
them, they gallanted it in the higheſt 
Stile for three Hours. The Lover put her 
into a Chair at the breaking up of the 
Company, and made the Danger of her 
being robbed, as ſhe had Jewels of conſi- 
derable Value about her, a Reaſon for 


waiting on her home. She had no more 


Mind to refuſe his coming in with her, 
than he had to be refuſed: They chatted 
an Hour away very agrecably; and the 
Lover, who was not back ward in offer- 
21 ing 
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ing 1.iberties that could not juſt then be 
received, found his Refuſal my ſuch a 
Kind, that it was plain enough Anger or 
Diſtaſte had no Share in. 
Our Heroine perhaps never promiſed 


5 herſelf. more Happinefs in an Acquaint- 


ance, than in this with C——. If 


any body would have told her ſhe ſnould 


be miſtaken - of her Expectations, it 


would not have been eaſy to have per- 


ſuaded her to believe it; but what never 
had happened to her befare, was bow, 
to fall in her Way a Diſappointment, 
She had looked. uncommonly charming 
one Night at the Play, when Lord Frail 


was in the ſame Box with her. It is not 


to be ſuppoſed ſo elevated a Lady as our 
Beauty could look down upon Lord 
Frail ; but it is no Wonder that Lord 
Frail, who had Eyes and a Heart as well 
as other Men, could look up to her; nor 
that, in Conſequence of it, his Heart be- 
came devoted to the Object his Eyes be- 
held with fuch Admiration. It was not 
difficult for him to find who the Lady 
was that had enſlaved him: he had Mo- 
deſty enough to know bis Fi igure and 
Addreſs could not plead much in his 
Favour ; but he had Prudence enough 

F to 
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to know too that his Fortune would be 
a Bait tempting enough to allure not only 


theLady, but thoſe who had the Diſpoſal 


of her. He ſoon made out that her 


Father had her under his Protect ion, and 
as ſoon that he wiſhed to be rid of her: 
He heard how fatally her Jate Huſband 
had been deceived in his Expectations 
of a Fortune from him; but as his Af- 
fairs did not render Money neceſſary 
to him with a Wife, he determined to 
marry her without, and very judici- 
ouſly reſolved to make a Merit of it to 
her Father by telling him ſo. 

He viſited the old Gentleman the 
next Morning; told him he had ſeen 
his charming Daughter at the Play; laid 
his own Affairs open before him, and 
added, As you fee by this, Sir, that I 
© need not be mercenary in my Choice 
of a Wife, you will ſee by my abſo- 
© lately refufing to accept any Fortune 
* with this Lady, that I am in earneſt, 
* when [I tell you I love her more than 
any Thing upon the Earth.“ 

The Father was in Raptures at the 
Generoſity and Nobleneſs of Spirit in 
the Lover: He ſent up for his Daugh- 


ter to come and hear it that Moment 


toO 3; 
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too; but the Lady had too much Dif- 


cernment not to ſee the Buſineſs of this 


Viſit, and too much Prudence to make 


herſelf cheap to her Lover, though her 


Father was raſh enough to requeſt. it of 


her. Lord Frail ended his Viſit, and the 


Father flew up to his Daughter: he told 
every Circumſtance of his Addreſs; and 
added, that where there was ſuch a Soul, 
the want of the peculiar Accompliſh- 


ments of the Body might very well be 


overlooked. | 

If the Lady was not quite of the 
old Gentleman's Mind, in regard to 
the Soul and Body of a Lover, ſhe 
heartily joined with him in the Senſe he 
had of the Advantages of an affluent 
Fortune. She ſaw Lord Frail on his 
next Viſit ; grew romantickly fond of 
his generous Offer; and gave him Leave 
to puſh his Fortune with her as faſt as 
he pleaſed. If the Lover was in haſte 


to be ſecure of a fine Creature whom he 


was more than commonly fond of, the 
Lady was not leſs eager to get over the 


only Ceremony that kept her new Fa- 


vourite at a Diſtance. -C— was of Ne- 


ceſſity baniſhed while the Lord was re- 


viyed as a Lover; he never had been 
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ina Humour to talk of marrying the 
Lady himſelf; or if he had, his For- 
tune would not have come. in Competi- 
tion with this formidable Rival's ; he 
had reſerved his Perſon to himſelf hi- 
therto, though much againſt both his 
own Inclination and the Lady's, and this 
gave her an Eagerneſs after him that 
could not be- eaſily equalled under any- 

other Circumſtances, | 
Where every body was ſo very wil- 
ling, the Match was ſoon concluded. 
The Admiſſion of C— was the Lady's 
firſt Point, after ſhe had made ſecure. of 
her Lord; but ſhe was ſo very precipitate 
in her Motions toward this, and that ſo 
early as on the ſecond Day of her Marriage, 
that the Huſband grew uneaſy at it, and 
took effectual Means to prevent her ever 
ſeeing him again. Jealouſy, where there 
is real Cauſe for it, is always propor- 
tioned to the Stock of Love it is ingraft- 
ed on. The new Huſband grew outra- 
gious at the Concern he ſaw his Wife 
ſhew at her Diſappointment; and be- 
fore the firſt Werk was over, the Impa- 
tience on one Side, and the Reſentment 
on the other, went ſo far as to occaſion 
2 Reſolution of parting. The Huſband 
applied 
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applied to the Father, whoſe Prudence 
ſet Matters right for this Time between 
them; but the indignant Soul of Lady 
Frail, incapable of ſupporting at once 
a'Diſappointment, and a Reprimand from 
the Perſon who had occaſioned it, deter- 
mined in Revenge, if a better Motive 
| Hould be wanting, to give up every Thing 
to the firſt Man that came in her Way. 
Fortune was better-natured to her 
than ſhe had deſerved : She was at a 
Party of Cards that Evening at Lady 
#* + #5, and had no lefs accompliſhed a 
Man than $*** F***® for her Partner. 
Had ſhe wanted her preſent Provocations, 
his Figure and Addreſs would have _ 
| ſufficient to have introddceatt Aim; 
determined on him with double oe 
as ĩt anſwered two ſuch agreeable Paſſi- 
ons at once: ſhe had even Wildneſs e- 
nough to refolve upon giving up to him 
that Evening ; and in the Hurry of her 
Tranſport never remembered that it was 
now no longer in her Power to carry 
home a Lover at Diſcretion. S* ** ſaw 
it, though ſhe did not; and as he put 
her into her Chair, preſſed her Hand 
with an eager Tenderneſs, and aſked her 
ee it would be — for him to ſee 
her 


(-73:) 
her again? She returned the Notice of 
his Tenderneſs with the utmoſt Rapture, 
and only ſaid, © I had forgot — Con- 
* trive! — for you know how to do it. 


SESSELETTHEEEEEESESE THESES - 


CHAPTER VII. 


Lady Frail makes 4 long Vifit to Mr.S——3 
goes off with him to T—., 


ORD Hail had not been of the 
Party where this Opening of ſo 
warm an Intrigue had been tranſacted; 
but there were Eyes enough to ſee it: he 
was told of it by twenty People at once; 
and he grew deſperate at the abandoned 
Conduct of his new Wife: He found it 
was in her Nature to be vicious, and that 
the Choice of the Object was nothing to 
her. He came to a Reſolution of deſpiſing 
her himſelf, but of puniſhing her by 
keeping her from every body elſe: a 
Reſolution he has been actuated by in 
_ every Part of his Conduct, ſince that 
Time, tho' it has not always been in his 
Power to ſucceed in the Attempts it has 
inſpired him with. S* * who had been 
a Man of 2 all his Life, could 


1 
not be long at a Loſs for Methods to 
get at a Woman who was willing: He 
revolved the Probability on the Side of ſe- 
veral different Schemes with great Caution 
and Diſinter. ſtednek; : he could have no 
Idea of the Jealduſ of a Man who had 
not. been married a Fortnigbt; and de- 
termined an Acquaintance with him as 
the eaſieſt and quickeſt Method he could 
get at ber by. His Servant was diſ- 
patched to find out by Enquiry among 
the People at Lord Frail's, whether 
their Maſter dined out, or had Compan 
with him; in either Caſe it would have 
been eaſy for a Man of S —*s univerſal 
Acquaintance to have made himſelf one 
of the Party, but it ſucceeded beyond his 
Expectation; he received Information that 
his Lordſhip dined at the Houſe of anlnti- 
mate of his, and he took Occaſion to drop 
in by Accident there” in the Afternoon. 
Though his Buſineſs was to make an 
| Acquaintance with Lord Frail, it was 


- alſo eſſential to him to ſeem not to puh 


it; he determined to make it of his 
Lordſhip's ſeeking 3 and as he could 
have no Idea that he was upon his Guard 
againſt him, was perplexed beyond 
5 at the * he found 

in 
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in every Step he had made toward the 
receiving an Advance to it. 
They parted Strangers as they met: 
the Attack was renewed on 8 
Part at the Opera that Evening, and 
the Day afterwards he took Care to fall 
in his Way again, and then claimed an 
Acquaintance upon the Strength of their 
former Meetings. Lord Frail affected 
to be unconcerned in his declining it; 
but Affectation, ſuch as Lord Frail could 
put on, wanted ſomething to its paſſing 
on S . He ſaw he was diſcovered ; 
he was already out of Patience at his Dil 
appointment, and the Sight of this' hor- 
rible Obſtacle made him deſperate. * La- 
dy Frail was at the Play that Evening; 
he watched her to the Door, and puther 
into a Chair he had planted ready, under 
Pretence that her own was not in the 
Way, and when ſhe was ſet down, ſhe 
was conducted into an Apartment the 
was unacquainted with; where ſhe ſaw 
$*** with an unſpeakable Eagerneſs 
in his Eyes waiting the Abſence of 'the 
Servants to tell her what Tranſport he 
had to thank her for. 
Supper was ſerved almoſt immediate- 
17 the Servants had their Orders to 
E 2 with- 
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withdraw in time, and S * * throwing 
open a Door into an elegant Bed-cham- 
ber, led her in, not hing loath, as Millon 
has it. S8 told her afterwards, that 
he had provided better for her Reputa- 
tan than the might imagine; that theſe 
were what - had taken for 
the Occaſion, that neither his Name nor 
her Face were at all known there, and 
that the very Chairmen who had brought 
her ſhould not know where they carried 
Her again. 

Tou are carly tired of me, Dear 
© $*»x, ſays ſhe, with an inchanting 
Smile upon her whole Countenance 3 
but I am in no ſuch haſte to leave you. 
© Pray give me Houle-room till To- 
s morrow,. mer way talk then about 
6 this unhappy Subject. &S*** dared 
not have enges fo ſo mad a Propoſal, - 
but he received it with an unfeigned Ex- 
taſy ; inſtead of anſwering her he kneel- 
ed to-unbuckle her Shoe, and in a few 
Minutes ſaw her in Bed, She had no Lei- 
ſure to explain to him what ſhe meant 
by ſuch a Conduct till the Morning: She 
then told him ſhe ſuppoſed he would 
not imagine ſhe intended. to return to her 
noble Lord any more: That it had been 


(77) 
a determined Point with her to leave 
him; that ſhe had made a Merit of the 
firſt Step of it in regard to him, but 
that ſhe by no Means intended to make 
herſelf a Burthen upon him; ſo that he 
was now at his Liberty. That -ſhe ſhould 
be glad if he would for the preſent Jeave 
her in Poſſeſſion of thoſe Lodgings 


3 
and that ſhe ſuppoſed ſhe need not tell 
him if ſhe ſhould be in a Humour to 
kill an Hour in them again, they were 


ſtill his own. The infinite Spirit with 
which Lady Frail delivered all this had 
Charms for a Man of $** Taſte, 
that he never had found in any Woman 
before ; he anſwered her in the true Spi- 
rit of it; he took noPains to convince her 
how perfectly and eternally he was de- 
voted to her, but left that to be under- 
ſtood as a Matter of Conſequence, while 
he offered her his Life, Fortune, every 
Thing, and made no Point with her 
but that of never being commanded” to 
leave her. F SYN | 

The Cry was loud after Lady Fraj] 
for ten Days; in all which Time 8 
might have been miſſed too; but not 
above half a dozen People had Penetra- 
tion enough to ſee that it was ſo. It 
| = 4 Was 


| . 

was impoſſible for the Huſband, though 
ſatisſied enough that they were together, 
to gueſs where they were; and perhaps 
the ten happieſt Days either of them, or 
any body elſe ever ſpent were thoſe in 
which they neither had, nor wanted any 
Sources of Happineſs beſide one ano- 
ther. Daylight had not been ſuffered 
to find its Way into their Apartments, 
nor a Servant to make his Way out of 
them in all this Time. Unluckily how- 
ever, at the Period of it, 8 * **s fa- 
vourite Valet was ſeen tripping acroſs 
the Street to a Houſe of civil Enter- 
tainment; and more unluckily a Servant 
of Lord Fraibs was by Accident one of 
the People who ſaw him. 

The Effect was obvious: The F ** 
might have concealed his own Share in 
the Miſchief; but he loved his Maſter 
too well to do fo : he fell upon his Knees 
and confeſſed the Truth. It was Even- 
ing ; but it was evidently neceſſary for 
them to remove immediately; twenty 
Methods were propoſed, but at length 
$**#* determined on repoſing a Confi- 
dence in ſome known Friend as the ſafeſt. 
Hie pitched upon the D—e of K— as 
che Man he could moſt depend upon vn 


((-39)) 
the World; a he Ga out with all Ex- 
pedition, though at that Time of N ight, 
for his Seat at TL, 

All the Hurry of our Lovers was tive 
barely enough to ſave them: They 
were hardly. got off before Lord Frail 
was at the Lodgings with a Party that 
would have ſtopped them. The firſt 
Queſtion, after they were diſcovered to 
be gone off was, which Way? but $* ** 
had taken Precaution enough on «his 
Head: a Hackney Coachman was plant- 
ed near the Door to tell them he had juſt 
carried a Gentleman and Lady a contrary 
May to that they were really gone, and 
the Search was ſo perfectly puzzled by this 
and ſome other Circumſtances of the 
ſame kind, that there was not the very 
Shadow) of a Probability of the true 
Road after them being hen. — 


E 4 CH AP. 


/ 


= — the Man deſerves to 
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CHAPTER n 
Lacs Fra met 06 L—a I—; ec 
very deſperate Attempt to . a Dif 
cover. 
T u an odd Hour for a Viſit, by 
chat Time our Party arrived where 
— deſtined. $*** ſhut the La- 
dy in a Parlour, while he ſent for the 
D—e into the next Room ; he told him 
in ten Words his Story, and the Buſineſs 
of his Viſit z and the Lady whoſe Atten- 
tion was on the rack to know the De- 
terminatiop, had the Pleaſure to hear the 
Dee anſwer with infinite Pleaſantry, 


that won't pimp for his Friend. 
Ti » Fou make me happy in your Confi- 


1 denee in me, and ads 2 to it by 


immediately ſhewing me the Lady.“ 
Ses threw open the Door; but as he 
had not yet ſaid who it was that he had 


brought with him, what was the Amaze- 


ment of the D— 'to fee the Lady of his 
old Acquaintance - H—, As 


to her preſent Huſband he knew no more 


of him than one Man of Rank muſt of 
another; ſo that there was no Objection 
on this Head to his giving the Lady hs 
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Protection. He ſaluted her with great 
Reſpect, and with a pdlite Eaſe con- 
gratulated her on the Choice of the 
Partner of her Flight; told her ſhe 
ſhould be in ſecret at his Houſe, juſt as 
long as ſhe pleaſed; and added, that when 
ſhe had no longer a Mind to keepherſelf 

ſo, he ſhould be under no Concern about it. 
A Woman of Lady FraiPs natural 
Freedom and Openneſs could not but 
be infinitely pleaſed with a Converſation 
of this kind: She told the D— ſhe 
took Pride in her Attachment to $** ®. 
and never ſhould affect to conceal it 
that it was unluckily impoſſible - ſhe 
ſhould change her Opinion in this Point; 
but that if ever ſne did, ſhe gave him 
her Hand very heartily and honeſtly up- 
on it, that he ſhould be her next Lover. 
While our happy Party were in private 
at the D— s they had daily Intelligence 
of Lord Frail's Proceedings; it was with 
ſome Pain that they received the Ac- 
counts of his Fury for the firſt three or 
four Days; but as the hotteſt Paſſions 
are the ſooneſt cold, they were acquaint- 
ed with the more agreeable News ſoon 
afterwards, of his having, by the Ad- 
vice of all his Friends, given ber up as 
9 an 


an infamous Proſtitute, and determined, 
though he ſhould afterwards know where 
the, was, never to give himſelf any far- 
cher Concern about her. 

They knew they could depend on 
their Intelligence; and Lady Frail, who 
had been a long time ſhaking off all 
Senſe of Shame, now found ſhe had done 
it ſo effectually that ſhe could brave the 

World in her determined Courſe of Life; 
and in Conſequence of this, ſhe appeared 
openly at the D—'s with no Ambition to 
a better Title than that of happy 8 
Miſtreſsesz. 

It is a pretty general Folly. with the 
Women who dare do an ill Thing with 
a Man, to tell him of every body elle 
they have been as intimate with; but 
Lady Frail had Diſcernment enough to 
ſee this could be but a poor Recommen- 
dation to a Lover, and had always care- 
fully avoided it. The happy Raviſher of her 
Virgin Treaſures, Mr. was an intimate 
Acquaintance of S** s, yet fo it had 

happened that his Name had never been 
mentioned between them: S* had not 
happened to think of her knowing him, 


2 had ens never to mention him 
in 


by 4 * . * * 
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in her Hearing; and ſhe, in Conſequence 
of a ſettled Plan of Secreſy in theſe Mat- 
ters, had never whiſpered a Syllable of 
his Name to her Lover. He was by 
Accident in that Part of the Country; 
by Accident heard of S* * being at the 
D—'s, and as he knew both very well, 
and in Conſequence of that loved both ve- 
ry well, he could not omit a Viſit in 
which he was to meet with them both 
together. 
He came in one Morning at Breakfaſt, 
full of the Expectation of the Pleaſure of 
. ſeeing two ſuch Friends; but what was 
his Aſtoniſnment to ſee his. adored Miſ- 
treſs in the Company? He was pale, 
motionleſs, ſpeechleſs, with a Mixture gf 
contending Paſſions: The Lady was not 
leſs diſconcerted, but their Attention 
was ſo taken up with him, that ſhe got 
out of the Room undiſcovered. A Wo- 
man ſeldom, under any Situation, lives 
without a Confidante; in the Courſe of 
an Intrigue never. Lady Hail had her 
Friend of this intimate Kind in the Fami- 
ly : She flew to her to tell her of the Ac- 
cident, and ſpoke of her long loſt Love 
with a Sort of Rapture that gave her 
E e Com 


+ 4044) 
"Companion a very 
Situation of. $***, 

It is not always that Friendſhips are 
true: This of Lady FraiPs Confidante 
had never been ſo. She had been long 
in Love with $*-** herſelf ; and had 


very hardly gone through the Scene of 


"concealing it, by {ſeeming unconcerned at 


lis preſent Attachment. 
-- She no ſooner had her Intelligence, 
an ſhe determined to tell him the 
Story; and was not without Hopes 
op utting herſelf in the Place of the Ri- 
. ſhe had ſo lon 
ſo certainly diſpoſſeſs by it. 
Lady Frail did not think it boy Inte- 
reſt to perplex herſelf before it was ne- 
| ceffary 3 the conſidered ſhe could make 
mo 9 of ſeeing her old Favou- 
rite — 2 Company, and ſhe was 
ſenſible ſhe could never be upon her 
Guard enough to prevent the Diſcovery 
chat they were no Strangers to one another. 
'She pretended Indiſpoſition as an Excuſe 
"againſt her going down to Dinner; and 
her Lover, — ſaw the Intent of all this, 
it, though it hurt him to loſe 
much of her, and determined to give 
into it. The Diverſion of the Bowling- 
| green 


clear Light into the 


envied, and ſhould | 


——— II mc 


his not preventing the Company the 


* 
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preen was propoſed immediately 'after 
Dinner, and Mr. L——, who was never 
at a Loſs to make the moſt of but a Poſ- 
fibility of an Advantage, pretended Wea- 
rineſs with Riding as an Excuſe for not 
joining in the Diverfion, but inſiſted on 


Pleaſure of it. 
It was with great Eagerneſs chat the 


Confidante of our unlucky Heroine told 


S* , before he went out, of the Perf 
dy of his Miſtreſs; and it was with as 
great Contempt that he liſtened to it : he 
took it for the Artifice of a Woman who 
he knew was a Rival, and not a very 
patient one, of Lady Fruits and he paid 
no farther Reſpect to it, than as a pitiful 
Effect of a Cauſe that had ſome Merit to- 
wards him in it. 

The Company had no ſooner left Mr. 
J alone, than Lady Frail, on the 
Wings of Impatfence, ruſhed into his 
Ant. Words were too poor to ſpeak 
their Extafy, they could ala read it in 
more eloquent Silence; he would have 
hung upon her Neck for ever, had not 
ſhe diſcovered that they were in Sight of 
the r THe on the r jb 
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This was not the only Diſcovery that 
bad been made in the ſhort Period of 
their Embrace: $***, whoſe Back was 
now purpoſely toward them, had ſeen it 
all, and began to be too well aſſured of 
the Certainty of what he had before 
treated with fuch Contempt. 77 21 
The Lady, with an unfeigned Un- 
willingneſs, drew from him, — direct- 
is Eye by hers, toward the Place 
where the Company were engaged at 
their Diverſion ; ſhe whiſpered, with in- 
expreſſible Tenderneſs, © I will never, 
© deareſt L—— withdraw from you, 
but to hold you faſter ; we are ſeen: 
but that Door will ſhew us an Apart- 
ment where we are out of Sight of theſe 
<, ſtupidly happy People.) L—— con- 
ducted her into the adjoining Parlour: ; 
and S* * , whole Eyes were ſufficiently 
upon the Watch, ſaw it. There required 
but little Ceremony between two People 
| Agreed ſo well as our new- met Inamora- 
tos 3 the Lady ſunk upon a Couch, and 
the Lover was in the high Road to Hap- 
pineſs, when ſhe ſaw the Face of 8 * 
Jooking full in upon them through the 
Window. To perſiſt in what ſhe was 
about was impoſlible, and to make a 
| Merit 
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Merit of giving itup,would not have been 
eaſy to a Woman leſs practiſed in Deccit 
than Lady Frail. She could-not conve- 
niently ſpare $* * **s Purſe, though ſhe 
could have been eaſy under the Loſs of 
his Perſon; ſhe. concluded a Qarrel 


with L— on ſo good a Foundation 


as ſhe could lay for it, would be eaſily 
made up again, and ſhe acted in Conſe- 
quence of that Determination. 

Rapidity of Thought is one of the pe- 
culiar Characteriſtics of this Lady : what 
another Woman would have been an 
Hour in revolving, ſheſaw the whole of 
in an Inſtant, and m the Moment of 
S* * **s appearing at the Window, ſhe 


gave L-— a fmart Box on the Ear, 
attended with a loud Shiiek, and roſe 
from the Couch with an affected Indig- 
mation, that ſtartled even the Man who 


knew ſhe but affected it. 

L—— had no Time to wonder at 
what had happened ; he ſaw the Face of 
his Friend looking in upon them ; and 


though he knew nothing of his Attach- 
ment to the Lady, he was fond of her for 


her Addreſs under ſo provoking a Cir- 


cumſtance, as the being An er but to 
a Stranger. 


CHA P- 
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oli GRASLTER DIX. - 

| #6. L—— deceived thoroughly by a Stra- 
tagem.— The Lady is tre by * 

Friend. 


F all People in the World Lovers 
the moſt eaſily believe Things to 
be as the with they were, S*, who 
but a Minute before was outrageous at 
the Treachery and Inconſtancy of his 
Miſtreſs, was perfectly ſatisfied of her 
Innocence by this little Artifice ; and 
though he would a little before have fa- 
crificed his Life in the Service of the 
Man he ſaw with her, he now made no 
Scruple of determining to murder him 
for attempting a Favour from a Woman 
whom it was even not certain that he knew 
he had any Connection with. He entered 
the Room with a ſevere Countenance, 
congratulated the Lady on the Eſcape he 
had been inſtrumental in procuring her, 
and told Mr. L-— he was very ſorry to 
find him capable of an Attempt that 
ſpoke him ſo different à Man from what 
he had always ſuppoſed him. 
The Lady faw plain enough what 
TurMaers were taking, and was not 1 
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all diſſatisfied with it: She found ſne could 
de extremely happy with either of her 
Lovers, but both ſhe knew not what to 
do with; a Duel on her Account was 
the greateſt Triumph ſhe always thought 
could poſſibly attend her Beauty; and ſhe 


thought herſelf in ſome Degree of Luck, 
that ber would be at the Pains of de- 
ciding a Point for her, which neither 
herſelf nor any body elſe could otherwiſe 
have determined. 
She intreated 8 to Weser ſhe 
conjured him to think of the Accident 
no farther ; ſhe told him he had already 
done her all the Service it was poſſible 
could be done; that ſhe ſhould always 
remember it as the greateſt Obligation 
ſhe ever was or ever could be under to 
any Man, and that ſhe was by no Means 
worthy to be a Subject of Diſpute be- 
tween Rich Friends as he and Mr. 
ſeemed to be. 
She knew ſhe was fours 4 L_—_s 
Refolution, and ſhe had Art enough to 
know this Diſſuaſion was the ſtrongeſt of 
all Incentives to S*** to raiſe him to 
what ſhe wanted: ſhe left them to decide 
it by themſelves, but they were prevent- 
ed * the reſt of the — who we 
hear 


oy — — — „ — = — 
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heard fome Buſtle in the Houſe, and 
miſſing 8, had ſollowed him to the 


Room where it happened. Every body 


ſuſpected the Occaſion, but no body 
thought. it neceſſary to ſay any thing 
about it; they returned to their Diver- 
„to diſguiſe what had, 
and what was likely to happen, joined 
them with a gay Compoſure in his Coun- 
tenance, which laſted till they parte d for 
=o Night. 

The * did not appear at Supper, 
nor was any body much diſſatisfied about 
it: they talked of indifferent Things 
the whole Evening: the Rivals made it 
a Point not to mention the Cauſe of their 
Quarrel, and the reſt of the Company 


_ ealily ſaw they had no Buſineſs to ſay any 


thing about — When they retired to 
their Apartments, L- found on his 


Table a Letter in $* * 58 ad, which 


ran as follows. 


's I R. | | | 
Am concerned that the Man 7 * 15 
long cal ed my Friend gives me Occaſion 

40 be aſbamed e continuing to do ſo. You 


muſt be ſenſibie your affronting Lady Frail 
cannot be * up iu Silence. I have 10 
592 1 Right | 


+ - 
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Right to fbi ber Quarrels, nor ought any 
body but the D—e indeed, to vindicate the 
4 of his Houſe; but , I bave broke 
through Rules on this Occafion. You won't 
wonder at my engaging in the Quarrel of a 
Woman whom I profeſs I love; nor com. 
plain of my not making two People acquaint- 
20 with an Action which I am ſorry one 
was, and moſt ſorry that I was unlucky 
enough to be the Perſon. T1 ſhall be glad to 
meet you at Six behind the Lodge. I know 
you won't refuſe me, and in that Confidence 
wiſh you good Sao 


S* ** 82 


I. ſaw he had this to expect from 
the whole Behaviour of the Remainder 
of the Day. He would rather have quar- 
relled with any body in the World than 
$**#® , but though he blamed him for 
inſiſting on it, 1 i it was now un- 
avoidable. He was before his Hour at 
the Place; but was ſomewhat ſurprized 
to find he was not firſt there : He was 
going to quarrel with his Watch for de- 
ceiving him, when, the Perſon whoſe. 
Back was all this while toward him, 
turning about, he was ſurpriſed to find 


not $*** waiting for him but the D—, 
6 « I'm 
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I'm not ſorry, ſays he, to meet your 
* G— here, for the Quarrel is properly 
* yours; but $** **s telling you of it is 
* fo much beneath his general Character, 
that I cannot tell how to account 
© for it. : 
The D—, with a great deal o? Good- 
nature, told fm he was not come there 
to do any Miſchief, nor to ſuffer any; 
that the Subject of his Diſpute with his 
Friend had been explained in a very un- 
| Manner to the whole Compa- 
ny, and that he had inſiſted on the agree- 
able Office of bringing him and $** * 
as Friends together again. You muſt 
go in with me, Sir, ſays the D—;, for 


8 will not diſpute her with you. 


The Quarrel is of his making, he con- 
feſſes he is in the Wrong, and the Pu- 
niſhment will fall where the Guilt is. As 
they walked back to the Houſe together, 
the D— told him that his former Intima- 
cy with the Lady, (a Thing never ſuſpec- 
ted by S ) had been explained to him, 
and the Lady's Conduct, (which indeed 
he had as little ſuſpected the true Motives 
ol) as fairly and openly laid before him. 
The Lady, who had been the Con- 
ſidante of Lady Frail, ſuſpecting 4 — 
1 i. 
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Miſchief that was happening, had declar- 
ed not only to S* , but as the ſureſt 
Method of preventing it, to the whole 
Party, the Fondneſs her Ladyſhip had 
expreſſed for L—— to her, and had broke 
theLawsof Friendſhip fo far as tatell them 
that ſhe had confeſſed her former Intrigue 
with him, and had gloried not a little in 
the Artifice by which ſhe had perſuaded 
S* of her Innocence that Afternoon, 
though he ſaw her even in the Act of 
Proſtitution. The D— had told L—— 
all this as he returned. He no ſooner en- 
tered than S* ran to him and begged 
his Pardon; and on their comparing the 
whole Circumſtances of the Tranſaction, 
there appeared ſo much Baſeneſs in her 
Heart in regard to both, that the Concluſion 
was her being deſired to leave the Houſe 
that Morning; and to underſtand that it 
was not only one Perſon but the whole 
Company who had diſcarded her. 
Lady Frail could not diſpute the Or- 
der; but it was an Inſult of ſo new a 
kind to her, that he could not believe it 
— a lon Fg harm: real : She heartily curſed 

pany, but more than all of 
* her Lover 81 **, She made but 
one ON before ſhe left the _— 

whic 
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Which was, that ſhe might ſee Mr, L——; 

but Reſentment having in that Gentle- 
man's Breaſt, at leaſt as large a Share as 
any of the Paſſions, he prevented the 
Company's pleading againſt it, by abſo · 
lutely refuſing. 

The Lady packed up her Cloathe, 
and left the Place where ſhe had been ſo 
happy, with a Heart ſo diſtreſſed, as 
more than to compenſate for it: no body 
ſo much as wiſhed a Farewel to her, nor 
did any body ſo much as deſire to know 
which Way ſhe bent her Courle. 


Sede Ses e S e Cb to Sec, e C 4 88d 


CHAPTER X. 


Lady Frail forms a very ober Plan; fhe 
falls in the Way of an Acquaintance 

oho is not cut out for joining in it. 
O all the provoking Circumſtances 
Lady Frail had hitherto fallen in- 


£0, Contempt was what ſhe had till this 
Incident been Stranger to. She could 
not perſuade herſelf to believe it was 
more than affected; a Trick of one of 
her Lovers to deceive the other, or at 
the n a Start of Paſſion which 
would 
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would ſubſide in an Hour or two” She 
determined it as a Certainty that ſhe 
ſhould be recalled, and ſhe had Mean- 
neſs enough to wait for the Opportunity 
of getting reinſtated at T—. With 
this Expectation ſhe ſtaid four Days 'at 
a Houſe near the Rendezvous of her old 
Acquaintance. Meſſengers were diſ- 
patched hourly to be upon the watch as 
to every thing that paſſed in the Family: 
She bad the Mortification to find from 
all theſe that Mirth and Happineſs were 
uninterrupted there; ſhe found ſhe was 
wholly forgotten among them, and with 
a thouſand Imprecations on the Incon- 
ſtancy, Ingratitude, and Baſeneſs of 
Mankind in gener al, ſhe ſet out for Lon- 
don, 

Her Euter me dared not think of 
ſeeing ; her Huſband 1te deſpiſed and 
detefted | ; the World was before her 
where to range; and though her Affairs 
were not in the beſt Situation in the 
World, in regard to Money, ſhe my 
looked into her Glaſs but ſhe ſaw a Fac 
that ſhe knew would command its Wel- 
come wherever it choſe to fix. 

She determined on indulging herſelf 
18 a Life ſhe was fond of, with ſome” 

Man 
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Man of Faſhion whom ſhe ſhould like b: 


and in her preſent Situation ſaw nothing 


to advantageous before her as the ob- 


taining a Settlement from ſuch a Lover 
which ſhould keep her above Diſtreſs 
for Life. With this Scheme ſhe took a 
gentcel Houſe in a polite. Part of the 
Town, hired a Sct of occaſional Ser- 
vants, equipped herſelf with all the 
Splendor ſhe could reach, and appeared 


every where, even in the Face of her 


Huſband, throwing herſelf in the Way 
of every body who was for her Purpoſe. 
A Woman of her Figure could not be- 
without a Number of Admirers, and 
among the Number there were ſome ſhe 
could have been well enough pleaſed 
with on any other Occaſion z but Pru- 
dence was now her grand Agent; the 


keeping herſelf reſerved to others was 
- « the Way to make the Man ſhe ſhould 


fix upon the more eager after her, and 
the making herſelf a Reputation was a 
firſt eſſential Point toward the making a 


Merit of the 222 it. She had de- 


termined to refuſe herſelf every Thing in 
the Purſuit of this Point, and ſhe thought 


it would be no Difficulty aſter that to 
deny a Lover of a wrong *. She 
. lattered 
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flat: ered herſelf that her paſt falſe Steps 
would be forgot, when it was ſeen ſhe 
did not repeat them, and was not mi- 
ſtaken in ſuppoſing a Man, would have 
as much Pride in deſtroying her Scheme 
of Reformation as he would have had in 
ſeducing even her Innocence. The Miſ- 
chief on theſe Occaſions ſeems the great 
Thing that gives the Joy, the Circum- 
ſtances are not material. 

Lady Frail had been unalterable in 
this Courſe a Month, and in Conſequence 
of that, had been inexorable to a thou- 
ſand Lovers who had wanted the great 
Qualification, Fortune, when ſhe fell in 
the Way of one who was the moſt of all 
Men improper for her on her preſent Plan, 
Mr. G* *. This gay Fellow had long 
liked her, and ſhe had long ſeen it: He 
ſaw he ſhould be rejected if he attempt- 
ed her, and he had therefore the Addreſs. 
to pique her by letting it alone: He had 
accidentally ſeen her go home alone one 
Evening, and diſpatched a Card. from 
the next Tavern to her to tell her ſome- 
thing had fallen in his Way to hear, which 
it — her Ladyſhip to be informed 
of, and that if ſhe would give. him Leave 
1. would wait on * to inform her ot 

it. 
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Though of all Men upon the Earth * 
the would: have avoided G**# jf he 
had offered himſeH as a Lover; ſhe was 


taken in this trifling Snare, and ſent 
Word ſhe ſhould be glad to ſee him. 
He entered with a very formal Com- 
plaiſance, told her a headleſs Story with 
the utmoſt Sedateneſs and Gravity ; and 
when he had taken Care to make another 
Viſit from him neceſſary to the explain- 
ing of it, got up to take his Leave with 
as compoſed a Countenance as he had 
began his Viſit. The Lady thought ſhe 
ſaw her Intereſt in making an Acquaint- 
ance with him, and ſhe found it muſt be 
indeed of her making if there was any ; 
ſhe preſſed him to be lefs in haſte to leave 
her : he ſate down with all the Appear- 
ance of a diſintereſted Complaiſance; 
and after an Hour ſpent in great Inſipi- 
dity, though not diſagreeably, he took 
his Leave a ſecond time with the ſame 
Coolneſs, and ſaid nothing about ano- 
ther Viſit, - 

Lady Frail who had never before met 
with a Man under Seventy, who was not 
a profeſſed Admirer, was thoroughly 
nettled at the Inſenſibility of a Man ſhe 
Know _ not be without his 9 | 
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She ſaw a ſecond Viſit was neceſſary from 
him, from the Nature of the firſt, though 
he had ſaid nothing of it, and ſhe de- 
termined to try whether he had a Heart 
or not, when he came next, though ſhe 
determined at the ſame time to make no 
other Uſe of the Diſcovery, if ſhe made 
it, than to revenge on it the ſtrange Inſult 
of the Neglect ſhe had been treated with. 
It was not G—*s Buſineſs to let her 
be long wichout an Opportunity of make- 
ing her Experiment; he ſent her Word 
about two Days after, that if ſhe would 
give him Permiſſion he would wait on 
her again, She dreſſed in the moſt 
provoking Taſte to receive him, and 
waited with an Impatience ſhe had 
never known before for the Moment of 
his coming : He entered with the ſame 
diſintereſted manner he had aſſumed at 
his for mer Viſit; he even kept it up under 
twenty tolerably bold Advances on the 
Lady's Side; and told her the ſubſequent 
Circumſtances of his firſt Story with a 
Formality that left no room to ſuſpect 
the Reality of the whole, though he took 
Care in the Concluſion to make it of no 
ſort of Conſequence to the Lady he re- 
lated it to, by blocking up every Ave- 
e | nue 
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nue to the only Circumſtance that could 


have any way concerned her Intereſt in 


it. 


G— was ſtanding near her with an 
affected Careleſſneſs, while he delivered 


all this: he expected the Conſequence of 


the Diſappointment he now gave her in the 
Affair he had been raiſing her Attention 
about, would be a more free Attack up- 


on himſelf, and it ſucceeded ſo: She 


bent her Eyes toward him with a Look 
that would have thawed the Ice of In- 
difference itſelf; he turned his own 
upon the Ground, and ſinking upon her 
Neck at once, preſſed ner to him in the 
tederelt manner, while he ſighed out, — 
*T is not in human Nature to reſiſt it.“ 


| Us ſeized her Lips with an eager Fond- 


neſs, preſſed her trembling Hand, and 
wandered over her Neck in a filent Ex- 
taſy, more elegant than Language could 
have given, Utterance to. He would 


neither ſuffer her to ſtir from him, nor 


to ſpeak: The whole Scene was his own, 


and he was determined to play it to Ad- 


vantage: He told her he bad reſolved 
againſt this ; but what were Reſolutions, 
when her Ey es commanded the breaking 


them! that i even condemned himſelf 
whilc 


: MF 


In 

while he was indulging thus in a Happi- 
neſs that muſt be denied him; that her In- 
tereſts by no means could permit her be- 
ing acquainted with him: he added, that 
while he thought he ſaw ſomething more 
advantageous for her, his Paſſion had been 
nobly ſacrificed to his Friendſhip z, and 
that now the Thought of that was, over 
he had but indulged for a Moment a 
Madneſs that fhould be only his own 
Ruin, not hers, for the future : That he 
ſaw the Deſtruction that inevitably at- 
tended his viſiting her ; and that now, 
while Life itſelf was hardly able to ſup- 
port the Exceſs of Tranſport he felt on 
holding her, he determined it a Tranſ- 
port that he would never know again; 
but that the Moment while he ſpoke to 
her was that of his parting with her for 
ever. ” 

Tears were her Anſwer. She held his 
Hand to prevent his going that Moment ;. 
and though her Paſſions were too great 
for her Utterance,. her Eyes told him 
that ſhe ſaw his Tenderneſs, his Genero- 
fity, his Reſolution, all in their full Glo- 
ry. It was not difficult to prevail with 
him to delay the Moment of his leaving 
her a little, though neither pretended to 
K 3 think 
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think of more than the deferring it. Ft 
laſted till ſomewhat more than Midnight, 
vhen the Lady overcome with a Paffion 
that appeared to her very juſtly founded, 
"revailed with herſelf to make their part- 
ing ſofter by half giving and half ſuf- 
fering her Lover to take a Farewel that 
nothing could have tempted her to con- 
fent to, but the apparent Certainty of its 
never being repeated. 


Dede dedẽ de de dede de dede dee de beo 


CHAPTER XI, 


Mr. G— attacks the Lady in vain by 
© Letters. —He attempt, ber by Storm. 


HE Lover wrote to his generous 
4 Miſtreſs in the Morning; as his 
Heart inſpired him: He had long ad- 
mired her, and long deſpaired of her; 
he had formed Ideas to himſelf of her 
Charms, on a more intimate Acquaint- 
ance, ſuperior to what his Reaſon could 
ſuppoſe any Woman could deſerve, but 
either Nature had made her more than 
Woman, or his Fondneſs had perſuaded 
him ſhe was ſo: He triumphed in his 


happy Stratagem 3 but he took infinite 
| Pans 
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. Pains to hide his Thoughts of this kind 
from the Lady ; his Letter had the Ap- 
pearance not of one that pleaded for the 
Continuance of a Friendſhip ſo inchant- 
ing, but that lamented the unavoidable 
Neceſſity of its Diſſolution; he agerer 
a Reſolution of never ſeeing her a 

and defied Heaven itſelf to break it. 

He expected with ſome Impatience an 
Opportunity of telling her how much 
more powerful ſhe was than Heaven; but 
he was ſtrangely ſurprized to find by a 
Letter which he could ſee the Heart dict- 
ated every Syllable of, that what he had 
but affected, ſhe was in earneſt in; that 
though ſhe loved him, ſhe would avoid 
him ; nay, that becauſe ſhe loved him 
ſhe would never truſt herſelf with a ſe- 
cond YA of ſhewing him that 
ſhe did 

A multitude of Letters full of Ten-- 
Cerneſs paſſed between them for the four 
ſucceeding Days: in all theſe the Lady 
acknowledged, nay gloried in her Pal- 
ſion, but in every one- of them ſhe 
ſhewed herſelf more and more reſolute 


to drop the Acquaintance. *Twas in 


vain that all his Artifice pleaded but for, 
| F4 another 


* \ 
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another Viſit in all this Time: No Art 
| could bend her to think of it. 
When a Lover can do nothing by his 
| Letters, what has he to do but to make 
; the Attack in Perſon : to take by Storm 
| i "what will not be ſurrendered on Capitu- 
| | lation. G— boldly went to her Houſe. 
The Servant who had brought him twen- 
Ty Letters a-day from his Lady, could 
not but ſuppoſe he would be welcome to 
her : he admitted him without Ceremo- 
ny. How vain are Lovers Reſolutions, 
when the Object againſt which they are 
made is in fight! Had G—'s Timidity 
kept him from the Houſe, Lady Frail. 
had never ſeen him any more; but they no 
Woner met than they reſolved never to 
ar art again. The Difficulties that had 
en in the Way ſerved but to endear 
the Tranſport, (te the Lover took up 
his Place of Teſt in the Lady's Bed- 
chamber, as he thought for ever. 

People ſo fond of one another as our 
Hero and Heroine wanted no additional 
Means of Happineſs : They locked them- 
ſelves up together for a Month, and in- 

- dulged in a Scene of Tran; port that no- 
body but themſelves ever arrived at. 
The acre 1 this glorious Folly was 


not. 
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«no-of their own making: if it had laſt- 
ed till either of them thought of the 
Conſequences, it muſt have laſted till the 
Conſequences had overtaken them. An 
intimate Friend of the Lady's made her 
Way in one Morning againſt all Oppo- 
ſition, repreſented to them the Deſtrue- 
tion they were both involving themſelves 
in, and with an Addreſs that few People 
but herſelf ever arrived at, parted them 
for ever. 

Lady Frail would have fain thought 
what ſhe had been doing was a Secret 
to the World; but ſhe was too ſoon con- 
vinced, on renewing her Acquaintance 
with it, that all her Schemes were broke 
through by what ſhe had been doing; 
that every body knew how ſhe had ſpent 
her laſt Month; and that no body would 
think of entering into an Engagement 
of any Conſequence with her, while they 
conſidered the very fickle Situation they 
muſt be in, while ſuch a Fellow as = 
was in being. She was thoroughly mor- 
tied at her ill Fortune, and at no Part 
of it more than at the having ng of -| 
Lover, without any Proſpect of Adv 
tage from it. The Parting would nev 
have been of his ſeeking ; but it wy 
over, and he was not to be recalled! 
again. E 5: „ PE 
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ADVENTURES 


OF 


Lavy FRAIL 


* 


| BOOK the Paths, 
Adventures at Paris. 


| CHAPTER I. 
Lady Frail is attacked by a Frenchman of 
| pk Figure —She loſes ber Lover "ey 
unerpebtedh. | 


HE firſt T hing that occurred 
as neceſſary in Lady Frail's un- 


| lucky Situation was the changing 
| 55 Quarters : Every body who wiſhed 
| per well, pleaded for this, and it was 
1 * to fe that * farther the ran from 

| 8 18 the 
| l 


* . * 


10 
the Scene of her Inadventency the better. 
She very juſtly concluded, that all this 


however was not enough; that ſhe ſhould. 


ſtill meet Mr. G— in public; that they 
could never, after ſuch an Intimacy, meet 
as Strangers; and that all Eyes would 
be upon them, wherever they were ſeen. 


She reſolved to avoid what ſhe ſaw would 


be the Conſequence of this, by going 
farther than he would chuſe to low 
her; and as there were at that Time at 
Paris many of the young People of 
Faſhion from England, ſhe eaſily ſaw the 
Advantage ſhe ſhould appear under there, 


from all her ill Conduct being a Secret; 


and ſhedetermined upon playing her con- 
certed Scene there, where there was vaſtly 
more Probability of its ſucceeding to her 
Intention. 

She raiſed what Money ſhe could up- 
on her Plate, Jewels, and other Move- 
ables 'of Value, and embarked boldly on 
her 8 She found herſelf ! in 
Paris before ſhe had determined in what 
manner to fet out upon her Plan. The 
firſt Queſtion ſhe aſked of the Lady of 
the Houſe where ſhe lodged was, What 
Engliſh there were in 0 
hood: ? and ſhe very fortunately — for 

F 6 one 


e Neig hbour- 
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ros y | 
one of the firſt Names, that of Mr, X, 


outh Sea Tranſactions in the Year 1720. 
Her firſt Meſſage was diſpatched to this. 


leman, who waited on her imme- 
ately,. offered her every Service in his 


Power, and begged to be intruſted with. 
the Management of her Affairs while in 
that — of the World. 

On Enquiry about chis Gentleman, 


aker he was gone,. ſhe found he was: 


ef all Men the fitteſt for her Pur- 
os z that all the Eng/iþ People of 
aſhio 


at his Table would ſet he: Reputation 
above the Reach of Cenfure ;. and that 


the ſhould have an Opportunity of: 


chuſing there from the whole Circle, 


that ſhe had intended to throw herſclf- 


among. She found by the unhappy Step 
that had occaſioned her leaving Enelans, A 
that nothing was ſo effential to her as the 
keeping her Reputation: She determin- 


guard againſt every Step that ſhould lead 
to the injuripg it; and as ſhe ſaw a Proſ- 
a before her of all the Advantages ſhe.- 
could propoſe to herſelf, ſhe reſolved 
* 


— 
* 


an Intimate of her Father's, and one 
tho had been concerned with him in the 


on viſited him; that her being ſeen 


ed with an uncommon Earneſtneſs to 


— - 
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againſt even the ſpeaking to a Man that 


ſhe had not an Expectation from. 


It was Lady Frail's Buſineſs to appear 


r of Conſequence at her Lodg- 


: ſhe made the Lady of the Houſe 
* a good deal with her, and played her 


4 Grandeur ſo ſucceſsfully upon her, that 
A © the ſoon made no doubt of her being as 


much the richeſt, as the moſt beautiful 
Woman of our Iſland. She was not with 
out her Views in. this beyond that of 
eſtabliſhing herſelf. upon a good Footing 
in the Neighbourhood ;- ſhe conſidered tt 
would be talked of farther, and that fome 
Frenchman of Diſtinction might be in- 
duced to think favourably of her from it. 
The Lady ſhe took all this Pains to 
convince of her Importance did not miſs 
ſeeing what was the great Drift of it: 
She determined to ſurprize her with a 
HrenchAdmirer; and before ſhe had been 
two Days in the Houſe, told her of a 
Prince of the Blood who had fallen in Lovr 
with her, and who would give the World 


to viſit her, if it were poſſible to do it: 


incagnilo; but that there were Reaſons a- 
gainſt his being known to have any At- 
tachment, of "this kind that were too 
weighty to- be got over. Lady Frail” 

| was 
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was never of a very ſqueamiſh DiſpoſiQ- 
tion; or if ſhe had, the Name of a 
Prince of the Blood of France would 
have been Charm enough to have cured 
all her Scruples : She told the Lady, 
ſhe was infinitely obliged to her for the 
Information; that ſhe left the Conduct 
of this Affair entirely to her, and ſhould 
only tell her, that ſhe ſhould be very 
happy in ſeeing his Highneſs when and 
where he pleaſed. | 
The next Afternoon the Lady had 
Notice ſhe was to have the Honour of 
a Viſit ; ſhe prepared for it with the 
utmoſt Solemnity ; and about an Hour 
after Dark, the good Gentlewoman of 
the Houſe (for no Servant was to be 
truſted with ſo important a Secret) in 
troduced the Admirer. Lady Frail 
had formed to herſelf very high Ideas 
of the Addreſs and Manner of the po- 
lite People of this gay Nation in gene- 
ral: What ſhe 2 to find in a 
Prince is not caly to be deſcribed. 
When we expect too much, it is our 
common Fate to be diſappointed. She 
ſaw what ſhe could not but conſtrue into 
awkward Tawdryneſs, inſtead of expen- 
ive Finery, in his Habit; an Air that ſa- 
es | | voured 
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voured of the Dancing-Maſter, more than 
of the Prince; and an Addreſs, that Par- 
tiality itſelf could not but have acknow- 
ledged was infinitely paltry, in Compa- 
riſon of that of the meaneſt of her rough 
Engliſh Woers. 

She had Opportunity to make theſe 
Obſervations uninterruptedly for ſome 
Time, after her royal Lover's entering 
the Room; a Silence, which he in- 
tended . ſhe ſhould conſtrue into the 
Effect of his violent Paſſion, gave her 
Leiſure to obſerve his Dreſs and gene- 
ral Appearance, and the confuſed Man- 
ner in which he delivered his uncouth 
Civilities, afterwards gave her more 
Conviction of all the reſt. - She could 
have deſpiſed every Thing ſhe ſaw, if ſhe 
had not remembered, that the Title of 
Prince was tacked to it, but this and 
the Fortune ſhe imagined naturally con- 
nected with this, pleaded too ſtrongly in 
his Favour, to let any meaner Thoughts 
affect her. She received him with all 
the Politeneſs of his own Nation, ex- 
preſſed her Senſe of the Honour he 
conferred on her, in ſuch Terms as 
plainly enough told him he would not 
55 in any Attempt he ſhould e 
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Tad to uke upon ber, and proſtituted 
even her Underſtanding ſo far as to- 
.compliment the Abſurdities he addreſſed 
o her, under the Pretence of Witticiſms. 
His Viſit was not a very long one, but 
he promiſed to renew it a Day or two 
after wards, and took his Leave of her 


With a Kiſs that ſpoke his having Pal- 
ſion enough to claim her Attention, 


175 Whatever eil he wanted. 


Lady Frail flew to her Confidante, as 
Won as ſhe had diſmiſſed her Lover; 
me did not think it neceſſary to tell her 
the Opinion ſhe had of his Accompliſh- 
ments; but when ſhe preſſed to know 

What her Ladyſhip thought of the 
French Nobility; only anſwered, that 
The could have had no Idea what they 
were, unleſs ſhe had converſed with 
one of them. This was underſtood as 
the higheſt Compliment; and the 
Lady was informed, that his Highneſs 
ſhould not miſs the being told what 
To accompliſhed a Lady thought of 
him. 
”* The Lover repeated his Viſit ſooner 

"than was expected; ; he ſkulked in, every 

Evening juſt at Dark, and ſpent two, 

three, or four Hours, with the DT: | 


— 


1 5 
of all his Wiſhes: He had been in- 
formed of the Lady's Situation, and 
therefore boldly offered to marry her: 
She did not chuſe to tell him that was 
impoſſible, but with the higheſt Com- 
pliments imaginable, told him, ſhe 
would not ſuffer him to debaſe his Dig- 
nity ſo far: The more ſhe refuſed,” the 
more he preſſed it; and ſhe eaſily ſaw, 
that there needed nothing but the con- 
vincing him of the Impoſſibility of his 
ſucceeding in this Attempt, to throw 
him upon another, which was more im- 
 mediately her Buſineſs, | | 
She was very melancholy one Even. 
ing, when he entered, and all his ſ- 
fions- of Fenderneſs he ſaw made her 
but the more fo : She could not ſpeak 
to him for ſome Moments, but at 
length throwing herſelf at his Feet, 
with all the Diſtreſs imaginable, ſhe 
told him, ſhe had injured him beyond 
the Hope of Pardon; that ſhe was 
the Wife of an E— Lord, and there- 
fore could not be the happy Creature he 
gave her the Offer of making her; but 
that ſhe had fo juſt a Senſe of her Obli- 
gations to him in the Intent, that it 


would be difficult for him to propoſe 
| 1 


_ > 
any Thing to her, by Way of Repars- 
tion for Injury ſhe had done him, 


that it would not be ma for her to 


ſubmit to. 
A Lady 00 not ſpeak oh 
Plainer than this, nor did the Lover 
omit to make his intended Advantage 
of it; he told her, ſhe muſt get into 
his Coach without Reluctance, and that 
he would follow her in another: He 
put her in; gave the Coachman Orders 
where to drive! and kiſſing her Hand, 
as if he was taking an eternal Farewell, 
returned into her Apartment for his 
Gloves, promiſing to attend her in an 
Inſtant. 
Of all the T * 0 the Heart of 
Lady Frail had ever known, none had 
ever equalled what it now felt. She 
could” hardly form Ideas great enough 
of the Splendour ſhe was on the Inſtant 
of entering upon; ſhe pictured to her- 
ſelf, in lively Colours, the Pride ſhe 
ſhould take in being handed out of the 
Royal Coach by her Royal Lover, into 
— Royal Apartment; and was even 
Carry ing the Effect of her Fancy ſo far, 
as to be gueſſing at the Colour of the 


* of the F urniture, when the C _ | 
ud- 
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ſaddenly ſtopped. Tranſport even up 
to Faintneſs icized on all her Frame; 
fhe put out her hily, Hand to be bleſſed 
with the Touch of her Lover's: She was 
ſurpriſed, neither to feel him there, nor 
ſee any Coach behind her; but how 
much more ſo was ſhe, to find herſelf in 
2 Moment in her own Apartment, with 
her Drawers all unlocked, and every 
Thing of Value ſtolen from her. 

She ſhrieked, and fell into a Swoon. 
Some Servants came about her, and 
with . Difficulty brought her to herſelf; 
| her firſt Queſtion was after the Lady 
of the Houfe, and the Anſwer was, 
That ſhe was gone off with her Son, who 
had been the gay Gentleman her Ladyſhip 
had ſpent all her late Evenings with. _ | 


Dee 
x” CHAP. II. 
Lord B— falls in the Way of Lady Frail, 
becomes enamoured of ber, and is not 
 wnſucceſsful, 8 
IT was ſome Conſolation to Lady Frail, 
Jin this diſtreſſed Situation, to find 
that though every . body knew ſhe had 
been robbed, no body ſo much as gueſſed 
2 how 
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how the had been impoſed upon: that Se- 
cret had been inviolable between herſelf, 
the Prince and his Mother, and for her 
own Credit ſhe determined to keep it ſo. 
She immediately applied to Mr, K— 
told him the unfortunate Situation ſhe 
was in, made her Loſs ſix times as much 
as it was, and obtained more of him by 
way of Supply till ſne could write to Eng- 
kind, than ſhe had in reality been poſſeſ- 
ed of before. | N 
From this Time ſhe grew more inti- 
mate in his Family: She renewed her 
original Plan upon his Company, and 
ſhe Toon fixed upon Lord B—, who fre- 
quently vifited there, as the Perſon moſt 
of all proper for her Purpoſe. His For- 
tune ſhe ſaw was ſufficiently great, his 
Perſon ſuch as no Woman could be diſſa- 
risfied with, his natural Furn amorous in 
a high Degree, and his Addreſs elegant 
and commanding. She took Care he 
mould ſoon find he was not indifferent to 
her: It was impoſſible ſhe ſhould be fo 
to any Man: he enquired into the Situ- 
ation of her Affairs before he ſpoke to 
her, and when he found her Scheme was 
no other than that of living elegantly: 
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her an Offer that it was impoſſible ſhe 
Jhould refuſe, 

She did not affect to make a Secret of 
her Connection with his Lordſhip; every 
body in Paris knew ſhe lived with him as a 
Miſtreſs, and ſcarce any body knew it, but 
_ envied either one or the other of them. 

Only the Friends of Lord B— were 
diſſatisfied. It was evident to every bo- 
dy who wiſhed his Lordſhip well, that 
Lady Frail, of all Women in the World, 
was the laſt his Lordſhip ought to have 
taken as a Miſtreſs. Mr. Cd a Man 
of Probity and Honour, who was then 
with him as a Companion, and had the 
Care of his Affairs abroad, could not but 
be one of the firſt to ſee this, nor would 
he have executed the Dury of a Friend, 
if he had not been the firſt to repreſent ic 
properly to him. 

He 'very freely delivered his Senti- 
ments on the Subject, tender as it was; 
he had more at Heart the ſerving Lord 
B—, than the ſoothing his Miſtakes ; he 
told him that even in Paris ſhe was the 

very laſt Perſon he ought to have thought 
of in this Light ; that when he had been 
raſh enough to engage himſelf to her, 
_ * the Engagement ſo pou: 

Was 


Gs — 
0 n — — * — 
22 
* * * N fo Py "> o l fl 
*. F * . v * * 3 : 
- bw 11 C4 : - 
8 * e of < 
, 8 7 
« 
. 0 # 
. . vg 
F. 
\ k 
= Y * 


0 as her Enemy, 1 GE 


—_—_— 
was another very unhappy Step ; but 
that the worſt of all yet remained behind : 
He owned the Lady had Charms enough 


to render it very Aifficul for the Man 
who had once poſſeſſed them to forſake 


her; yet how his Lordſhip, who was at 


this time juſt returning to England, could 

poſe to take her over with him, in 
the Face of her incenſed Huſband and 
Relations, he profeſſed it was impoſkble 
for him to gueſs. 

There was TS much Reaſon in this, 
that whenit was repreſented to Lord B—, 
he came to a Reſolution of leaving her 
behind him: He viſited her to tell her 
ſo; and he found it was impoſſible : he 
determined at all Events to bring her 
over, and in ſpite of all that could be 
urged againſt it did ſo. They came as 
privately as they could to London; but 
it was ſoon whiſpered that Lady Frail 
was in his Lordfhip's Houſe : It was by 
no Means proper the ſhould continue 
there after it was known, and the only 


Remedy was her retiring to a Scat of her 


Lover's about an Hour and a Haltf's 
Drive from Town. 
Lady Frail had always ſuf] vetted Mr. 
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he was ſo: He had too ſincere a Friend- 
ſhip for Lord B— not to deteſt every 
thing that was likely to prove an Injury 
to him; he. even confeſſed to her, that 


he wiſhed. her any where in the World 


rather than where ſhe was 3 and though 
he treated her with all the Politeneſs 
imaginable, never could be brought to 
alter his Sentiments on that EEE 
Head. 

She ſaw the Neceſlity of removing an 
Enemy who. had ſo much of his Lord- 
ſhip's Ear in his ſerious Moments, and 
who had gone fo far as to acknowledge 
to her, that he had hinted to my Lord 
that his Connexion with her was injuring 


his Fortune apace, and at the ſame time 


forfeiting the good Opinion of his Rela- 
tions, and indeed of the World in gene- 
ral: ſhe attempted firſt to buy him to 


her Service by Bribes far from inconſi- 


derable; but as he told her he only ſaw 
by this, that the Point ſhe had in View. 
was of no little Conſequence, and always 
refuſed to accept them, ſhe ſaw it was 
in vain to hope for bending him tocher 
Purpoſes, and therefore determined to 

ruin him in his Lordſhip's Favour. 
The Opinion Lord B— had of the 
Probity 


* 


Her? E000] - 
Probity and Honour of his Friend, was 


the great Obſtacle to all her Attempts of 


this Kind, he even would not be per- 
ſuaded that he had any Vice in his Na- 


ture, and would therefore never be con- 


vinced that he had any View but what 
he pretended in his moſt obſtinate At- 
tempts to remove her Ladyſhip from 
him: After a Controverſy managed 
with great Artifice on both Sides for an 
Hour, one Day, on this Subject, it was 
agreed to put it to this Iſſue, that if Lady 
Frail could convince my Lord Mr. C— 
had as many Vices-as other People, his 


Advice was to be no more regarded than 
any body elſe; bur that if it appeared 


otherwiſe, her Ladyſhip was to ſubmit to 
it, that his Lordſhip had great Reaſon for 
the Confidence he repoſed in him, and 
tor the Value he ſet upon his Opinion. 

- Lady Frail had never met with a Man 
that did not wiſh to be as intimate with 


her as he could; and ſhe concluded 
from this, that it was a Paſſion all Men 
had in them as well as thoſe who had fal- 


len in her Way. She had a Female At- 
tendant, who was very pretty, and whom 
ſhe had heard Mr, C- ſay as much 


oft Nor doubted not his Ioclinations to 
Jebauch 
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debauch the Girl, and ſhe bid her throw 
herſelf in his Way, and promiſed to 
make it worth her while, if ſhe ſuc- 
ceeded, and could prove it to my Lord 
that ſhe had done ſo. The- young Gentle- 


woman had gone through the Ceremony 


of this Sort of Ruin before, and was 
not unwilling to ſubmit to it again on 
ſuch favourable Conditions, The Plot 
was laid ſubtilly enough, but it did not 
ſucceed. Mr. C— never took any no- 
tice of the Liberties ſhe ſeemed to court 
him to take; and the whole oth as wr: 
to nothing. | 
This was no little Diſappointineht, on” 
the Lady's Part, but an Accident ſoon 
made her amends for it. Mr. C— found 
it neceſſary to drink the Bath Waters, 
and very unwillingly took his Leave of 
his Lordſhip for ſix Weeks for that Pur- 
poſe: He never ſtood higher in his 
Eſteem than at the Moment when he left 
him ; but Abſence was a Trial his Lord-. 
ſhip had not been put to in-his ſupport- 
ing him. Some rude et, he uſed +: 
when the Lady ſent to take her Leave of 
"= as he was going, were carefully 
repeated both to her and to his Lordſhip ;' 
and from theſe * a new ae 
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on the Place he held in his Lordſhip's 
Efteem, which in fine ſucceeded. a 
Lord B— looked upon him now as 
a troubleſome Monitor, an Enemy to 


his Pleaſures, and a Man who erred in a 
Cauſe, but whoſe Errors were ſo 
diſagreeable to him, that he heartily 
wiſhed to be plagued no more with them. 
While Mr. C — was at Bath the Lovers 
> ndhg into the Country, to a Place not 
diſtant from it. Mr. C---, who 

pra. have no Idea of the Situation he 
ſtood in with Lord B---, made them a 
Viſit. His Reception ſoon ſhewed him 
he was not welcome; a dry Civility was 
the utmoſt he could obtain from my 
Lord; and as to the Lady, though 
they were together almoſt uninterrupted- 
ly a three or four Days, ſhe never opened 
her Lips to him. 
He ſaw it was in vain to attempt to re- 
gain the Heart of a Man ſo diſtractedly 
devoted to his Deſtruction as Lord B--- 
| ſeemed to be. He deſired an Explana- 
- tion of the Behaviour he met withz and 
when he found he was accuſed of no- 
thing but what ought to have endeared 
him to his Lordſhip, he took his Leave, 
telling him he would W 
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that he had not deſerved the en 
he at preſent ſubmitted to. 
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Iv CHAPTER II. 
Lady Friil goes to Bath—2 eee. 
4120 ene is made there.” op 


IR. C—— bad not bern lang 
retutned to Bath before Lady 

Beal, preſſed Lord B——- to ſpend a 
Month there. He little imagined her 
Reaſons for afiridg this; but he Was as 
much againſt it as if he had known them. 
Inconſtancy was in her Nature; and 
though Lord B — had been fonder of 
her he longer he had had her, and had 
taken every Method of endearing his- 
ſelf to her, by adding every Thing 
poſſible to her Happineſs,” ſne was tired 
of the eternal Sameneſs of the Object, 
and longed for an Opportunity of chang- 
ing, though ſhe. did not expect to do it 
for the better. Lord 5, much 
againſt his Will, complied: They ſet 
dut for Bath: in the utmoſt Splendour ; 
and, no ſooner were there, but every Man, 
—_— Lord , ſaw with what In- 
G 2 tention * 
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tente it was, that his Miſtreſs had 

come thither. 
Bhe dreſſed to the utmoſt Advantage 
on every Occaſion; thruſt herſelf in 
every body's Way that had but the Ap- 
rance of a Man of Figure, and wou'd 
ave been fifty Times run away with by 
People not able to have ſupported her, 
had not the Dread of Lord B——'s Re- 
ſentment prevented the Attempt. 
It was her Fortune one Night to be 
of a Party with Sir T—— A—— ; he 
had not met with her before, and in 
conſequente-of: that, had Novelty as an 
Addition to his other Reaſons for admir- 
ing her. His Eyes told her he did fo, 
and ſhe received their Notices ſo kindly, 
that he ſoon ventured to confirm them 
om bis Mouth. 

Though Sir "ER was a Siranges to 
Lady Frail's Perſon, he could not be fo 
to her Name, nor to her Connection 
with Lord B——, who was once an in- 
timate Acquaintance of his, but whom he 
.* now met with of many Years. 
When the Party broke up, the Lady 
gaveSir T— an nity of ralk- 
ing to her alone. She was very ready to 
_ —_ civil TINT it was "I 
or 
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for him to ſay to her, that it had double 
Charms in it; and without this it might 
naturally be agreeable enough to a Lady 
_ of her warm Diſpoſition, from ſo agree- 
able a Man as Sir T-—-: They were in 
no Humour to part, though they found 
it neceſſary. The great Buſineſs was to 
contrive how they ſhould meet again; 
they had already been tog particular in 
the Rooms, and it was impoſſible but 
Lord muſt hear of it, if they 
made a Cuſtom of being together. Sir 
T mentioned her own Apartments 
as the privateſt Scene in the World for 
their Converſation : She ſtarted at the 
Propoſal ; but when ſhe heard her Lover 
had an old Acquaintance with Lord 
| — which it would be ealy for him 
to renew again, it was with ſome Dif- 
ficulty that ſhe kept her Arms from 
about him, though there were fifty Peo- 
ple ſtaring at them all the while they 
were talking of it. 

Sir T: ſent his Card the next 
Morning to Lord B—— : It was with 
infinite Pleaſure that his Lordſhip, who 
had not been at the Rooms that Night, 
heard of his being at Bath; he preſſed 
his dining with him that Day, which 
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the Evening; and Sir 7 
Moment became one of the Family. 
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Sir — had no Inclination to refuſe ; ; 


they went to the Rooms together in 
from that 


rien Mouths would have been open at 
to have told Lord B—— of his 


: Miſtreſ, s new Acquaintance, had he 


entered alone; but Sir 7 was no 
ſooner found to be his intimate Friend, 
than the very Suſpicion of his having a 
nel upon the Lady vaniſhed. 
ITbey ſupped together, they met again 
in the Morning, and ſpent in a Manner 


al their Hours together. Lord B——s 


Confidence in Sir 7 ave the 
Lovers as many Opportunitics together 
as they could wiſh'; but Sir T- — 
who was a Man accuſtomed to intriguing, 
made but very moderate Uſe of them: 


He never miſſed an Opportunity of em- 
ploying ſuch of them as it was poſſible 


do uſe to the beſt Purpoſe; but for the 


reſt, he determined it not worth while to 
make a great Riſk for a little Advan- 


tage; and by the Frankneſs of his giving 


up a thouſand of them, be convinced his 
Friend that he did not ſeck after any. 
Sir T—— preached up Prudence to 


the Lady fo n that in. ſpite of 


the 
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the natural Precipitance of her Temper, 
ſhe became as cautious as himſelf : She 
entered into a mutual Agreement with 
him, that. if he would never forfeit an 
Opportunity that might be made a real 
Uſe of, ſhe would never wiſh him to re- 
gard any other. Lady Frail, who was na- 
turally abandoned in her Diſpoſition, ne- 
ver ſhewed it ſo much as 1n this Inſtance. 
The Determination of what Opportu- 
nities might be found of real Uſe, asthey 
expreſſ:d it, was left wholly to her, and 
Moments were ſnatched at every Day, as 
if nothing but Moments could have 
been obtained at all. 

The Spirit of daring to do Impoſſibi- 
licies, or what any body in his Senſes would 
have declared to be ſo, added Invitation 
to what had naturally too much Charms 
for her; and the Friumph of the Succeſs 

in ſuch Attempts, famed almoſt to equal 
= real Joy ſhe had in the Arms of her 
Lover. No Man was ever ſo egregiouſly 
abuſed as Lord B— in this Acquaint- 
ance ; and no body's Eyes were ever ſo 
obſtinately ſhutta Conviction. The very 
Servants hinted it to him, but he would 
T's them. 
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Mr. C was, happily for the Lady, out 
we the Family, and there was no body 
but him who ever dared tell Lord B— 
8 they knew he would not like to hear. 

During their Stay at Bath there was 

- 335 an Hour, except thoſe of Sleep, 

which Sir 7 did not ſpend in 

- the Family ; nor in all that Time did 

his Lordſpip ever write a Letter, look 


over an Account, or fit down to be 


powdered, but the Lady was pouring 
down extatic Draughts of Love, and in 
3 lang out, To the Health of 


Mr. C — had been all this Time 
at London: toward the End of the Seaſon 
he returned to Bath. As his Abſence 
alone had given Lady Frail Opportunity 
of -alienating Lord B—— *'s Heart 
from him; he no ſooner returned but ſhe 


fuound it would be impoſſible to keep the 


1 open. 
He was as intimate with Sir 7 — as 
e his Friend: His Acquaintance indeed 
had been of longer ſtanding: He made 
the ſeeing him an Excuſe for his firſt 
Viſit to the Family. But Lord B----- 
no ſooner ſaw his _ loſt Friend, than 


he repented heartily of the N 
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He told both him and Lady Frail, that 
he could part with neither of them; and 
begged them, fince they both ſaw it, to 
contrive ſome Means of ceaſing to * 
Enemies to one another. 


CMCC cen erde, iel cri rde 
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A ſhameful Sacrifice made to a favourite 
Paſhon—an honourable C phe of broke 
off by Lady Frail. 
R. C—— —-s Intimacy was now 
renewed 1n the Family, and Lady 
Frail ſaw the inevitable Conſequence of 
this was a Diſcovery of her Intrigue. 
She determined to make a Merit of tak- 
ing Lord B 's Advice as to enter- 
ing into a Friendſhip with him, as ſhe 
ſaw that only could ſave her from his 
betray ing what he muſt know; and in 
Conſequence of this ſhe puſhed it ſo far 
at Dinner the next Day, that every body 
declared Mr. C——— unpardonable, if 
he ever became her Enemy again. 
Lady Frail, however, who knew her 
own Profeſſions were but pretended, did 
not chuſe to put much Confidence in his; 
and Sir 7. „too much upon his 
Guard for a Surpriſe, told her he ſaw 


G 5 they 
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were ruined, unleſs they were 
prudent. They determined to be much 
more cautious in their Meetings, and to 
give up a Part of their Happineſs ra- 
ther than all; and Lady Hail thought 
of a thouſand Means of making him 


more ſecure, but to no Effect; he would 
liſten to nothing that ran counter to the 


ſtricteſt Honour or F riendſhip, nor would 
even pretend to more than a Ceſſation 


of Hoſtilities between himſelf and the 
Lady; but that he propoſed to keep 


cla, 

An Accident one Evening offered an 
Opportunity of what Lady Frail had 
ſo long been ſeeking in vain; and ſhe 
was ſoon determined to make the ut- 
moſt Uſe of it. Mr. C— had danced 
with the very agreeable Miſs *, 


and had mentioned her before Lady 
Frail afterwards with ſome Rapture; 


me had not omitted to attend to this; 
but it was with infinite Joy that ſhe 
heard from Sir T— afterwards that he 


Had ſaid a thouſand warm Things about 


her. Lady Frail had once before on a 
worſe Occaſion wanted to provide a Mi- 


ſtreſs for this rigid Adviſer of her Lord's, 
now ne * * different Reaſons for 


doing 
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doing it, every one of which would alone 
have been ſufficient. She had found it 
was in vain to attempt to do him a laſt- 
ing ill Office with Lord B— ; ſhe found 
he would never leave the Family; and ſhe 
knew well enough that he had too much 
Diſcernment not to diſcover very ſoon 
what ſort of Terms her favourite Sir 
T— ſtood upon with her. The / ſafeſt 
Method that at preſent offered itſelf ro 
her was to be in ſome criminal Secret of 
his, and by that means to keep him in 
dread of diſcovering her for * of wg 
Retaliation. 

She would have given up theThooghit 
of engaging him with a Miſtreſs, had 
not his own Declarations, in regard to 


Miſs ſeemed to point it out as a 
very obvious and eaſ ly Method of eſpouſ- | 
ing him. 

Miſs was a young Lady of good 


Family, but of ſcarce any Fortune; ſne 
was at that Time courted by a Clergy- 
man in the Neighbourhood of Bath, and 
within about ten Days of being married 
to him; his Church Revenues were not 
quite ſo great as he deſerved; but he 
had a paternal Eſtate, on which he lived 
genteely, and which was of much great- 
6 6 er 
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er { nce to the young Lady than 
A — Income of the other kind would 
bave been, as it deſcended to her at his 

| Death. 

It was in this happy Situation that 
mas Frail met with Miſs ** *; ſhe 
had been at the ſame School with her, 
and had for ſome Years after continued 
an Acquaintance, but a” long Abſence 
had now made them almoſt forget one 
another. Lady Frail would not have 
much inclined to renew an Intimacy of 

this infipid kind under any other Cir- 
cumſtances, but the Proſpect of engaging 

Mr. C— in a criminal Amour with her, 

= which could only be done by her own 
Conduct; added to the Joy of reducing 
| 


an innocent Woman to the ſame State 
with herſelf, a Joy, villainous as it is, 
is, perhaps the greateſt a Woman in this 
fi 8 den can know, determined her to 
attempt it. She met her the next Even - 
ing in the Rooms, engaged her to Break - 
faſt the next Morning with her, told Mr. 
= 'C— what a Happineſs ſhe had procured 
= - him, and when ſhe was fufficiently con- 
vinced of their not being indifferent to 
| one another, 8 7 5 Mr. a. as a 
= Match to her. | 
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The Lady honeſtly ſtarted at her En- 
gagements to her other Lover ; bat La- 
dy Frail laughed her out of the Thought 
of ſo trifling an Objection : She recom- 
mended Mr. C— under the Name of a 
Man of eight hundred Pounds 4 Year 
Eſtate, and bantered the Lady ſo heartily 
-upon the Compariſon of her comfortable 
Country Scheme with the Life they led, 
which ſhe told her, Mr. C— being my 
Lord's Friend, and ſhe hers, they would 
alſo lead too; that ſhe was ſoon conquered, 
and confeſſed her Willingneſs to be rid 
of her reverend Admirer if ſhe knew 
how. 

Lady Frail undertook that Taſk ; ſhe 
promiſed to do it immediately, but in- 
ſiſted upon her not enquiring how ſhe 
was to execute it : The other heartily 
weary of her old Scheme of Life, and 
as heartily fond of what was propoſed to 
her, conſented ; and the Lady, with all 
the Compoſure in the World, wrote the 
.Clergyman Word, that an unlucky Ac- 
cident had happened in their Family; 
that Mr. C—, an Acquaintance of Lord 
B— had deluded a young Lady Who 
was on a Viſit to her, and to whom ſhe 
heard he was engaged in an hondurable 

| Cour: 
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Courtſhip; that the Servants had un- 
happily diſcovered it; and that it could 
not be long a Secret to the World. She 
concluded that the Affair was of too ſe- 
rious a Nature to him to be the Subject 
of an anonymous Letter; that ſhe freely 
gave him her Name as a Teſtimony of 
the Truth of what ſne had told him, but 
that ſhe depended upon his Honour in 
return, whatever Uſe he might make 

of the Secret, not to divulge it. 5 
The Clergyman, too honeſt to ſuſpect 
ſo complicated a Scene of Treachery as 
this in another, immediately wrote the La- 
dy his farewel Letter; in which he told her 
he was informed of the unhappy Step 
ſne had made; that he lamented it more 
than even herſelf would hereafter do; 
that it had given him a Wound he was 
very well aſſured he ſhould never zecover 
of; and that he ſhould be happy if what 
be was to ſuffer could be accepted as an | 
Atonement for the Guilt of her who had | 
occaſioned it. Lady Frail, who expect- 
ed ſuch a- Conſequence of her Letter, 
intercepted this. The young Lady 
never ſaw it. The Lover kept his 
Word; he never looked up afterwards ; 
*a' ſettled Melancholy carried him into a 
REF Hectic, 
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Hectie, in which he died about a Year 
afterwards full of tender Thoughts to- 
wards his Miſtreſs, but never convinced 
of the Abuſe by which he had been 
robbed of her. 

Lady Frai! congratulated her Friend 
on the fair Riddance ſhe had of her ſober 
Lover, and from this Inſtant ſtudied e- 
very Method of throwing her into Mr. 
C s Way, on the Terms ſhe had at firſt 
intended. The firſt Step toward it was 
by the moſt prevalent of all Arguments, 
Example. She made her the Confidante 
not only of her Intrigue with Lord B—, 
but of that with Sir T—, - She talked 
wildly of the Delights of a Life of Free- 
dom, and at the ſame time puſhed Mr. 
C— to make his Attacks more vigorouſ- 
ly : A thouſand Opportunities had been 
loſt which her Ladyſhip would not have 
loſt one of on ſuch an Occaſion, and it is 
-not impoſſible but the unfortunate young 
Creature might have eſcaped intirely, but 
for a laſt Stroke of Lady Frail's, which 
was perhaps ſuperior to any thing exe- 
cuted out of the Walls of a Bagnio, ſince 
the World began. 

She had paſſed the Door of Miſs ** ®%z 
Room one Morning, while Lord Bu. 

was 
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was walking in the Garden at a little 


: Diſtance, and had ſeen Mr. C— courting 
her there with his uſual Vivacity, and her 
denying him eaſily, though ſhe. liked 
him heartily ; ſhe ſaw an Opportunity of 
- puſhing her Succeſs i in this 1 — be- 
vond what would poſſibly ever offer 


again, and another very ſufficient Mo- 
tive, had this been wanting, would have 


enſured her doing every thing that was 
neceſſary toward it. She found Sir T— 
reading in his Room; ſhe pointed to his 


Lordſhip at a Diſtance whence he could 
not return in any very little Time, and 
ſhe led him, without telling him why, 
into a Chamber. ſo lightly parted from 


Miſs , that it was not difficult to 


ſee from one what was doing in the other. 
She took Care to make Noiſe enough to 


alarm the Party in the next Room, and 
in Conſequence Mr. C— ran to peep what 
was the Occaſion of it; he would not 
rob his Miſtreſs of her Share in ſo uncom- 


mon a Sight, and the Conſequence was 
what perhaps nothing leſs than ſuch an 


Accident could have procured him. 


Lady Frail told Sir T— afterwards, 
with an eaſy Smile, what a good-natured 
* he had been helping her to do: 

They 
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They neither of them doubted of the 
(onſequences of it, and they ſoon found, 
by the Eyes of the unhappy Victim to 
their Example, that they had not gueſſed 
_ amiſs about it. Lady Frail now thought 
herſelf ſecure of Mr. , nor was it a ſmall 
Addition to her Happineſs, that ſhe had 
initiated her fair Friend into the Myſte- 
ries ſhe was always wiſhing to make the 
Subject of her Converſation: She told 
her freely at their next Meeting, that ſhe 
knew of every thing that had paſſed, and 
congratulated her on getting rid of the 
only thing in the World that ſhe had 
found troubleſome to herſelf. The young 


Creature was ſhocked at her Folly*s be- 


ing known, almoſt as much as at the 
having committed it: It was not in her 
Nature to be abandoned ; and though 
the Reſolutions ſhe continually made of 
leaving the Family were always over- 
come by the Intreaties of her Lover, as 
well as of every body elſe, ſhe never re- 
liſhed the Life which they told her was ſo 
happy aone; but aſter ſome time, proving 
with Child by Mr. C—, her Terrors of 
the Conſequence . impaired her Health, 
and at length threw her into a Miſcar- 
riage, under which, very happily, for 
it herſelf 


+ 
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| berſclk, ſhe forfeited a Life that could on- 
Iy have been a Scene of continued Tor- 
ment to herr. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Lady Frail lays a Scheme of going off with 
Sir T— à very unexpetted Accident 
threatens the Ruin of ber Intent. 


Hough the Lady thought herſelf 
ſecure of Mr. C— s Silence on 

Account of this Intrigue of his own, 
Sir T— knew the World too well to be 
rfectly ſatisfied about it; he told La- 
dy Frail that the Hazards ſne and Mr. C— 
run upon a Diſcovery, were by no means 
equal; and that he knew his obſtinate 
Friendſhip to my Lord would make him 
facrifice any thing of this kind without 
Hefitation, He told her, however, that 
the Amour was of ſo much Uſe to them, 
that as it often employed him in Lord 
'B—'s Abſence, it gave them juſt fo 
many Opportunities; that they might 
add as many as they could with Safety 
to theſe, and that they muſt learn them- 
ſelves to be contented with this. 
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If Mr. C—'s Appointments with his 
Miſtreſs gave our warmer Couple fewer 
Opportunities than they could have been 
ſatisfied wich, his maine Diſpoſition, 
which carrie d him almoſt continually in- 
to the Garden, or ſome other Place of 
Retirement, afforded him many more. 
His Hcart was too honeſt to be at Eaſe 
while he ſaw the Deſtruction he had 
brought upon an innocent Creature who 
loved him; and he was indefatigable in 
attempting Means to make her ſome Re- 
prrayon. 

His gloomy Hours were thoſe of the 
utmoſt Jollity to our Lovers, and they 
enjoyed them in infinitely the more Secu- 
rity, as Lord B—, who had never ſuſ- 
pected this impudent Intrigue in his own 
Apartments, was now greatly the leſs up- 
on his Guard from Mr. C—'s being with 
him, whoſe Friendſhip to him he knew 
would urge him to give him Notice of 
any thing that threatened him from that 
Quarter; and whoſe Hatred to the Lady 
he was as ſenſible would have done it, if 
the other Conſideration — have want- 
r 

The Remainder of the Seaſon was 
ſpent as happily on our Lady's Part * | 
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this Party, though it thoroughly 
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ſhe could wiſh; but the breaking up 


their agreeable Party at the leaving Bath, 
was a Terror that almoſt deſtroyed her. 
Her Lover felt as much from the Thought 


of it as ſhe did, and ſhe determined to 
prevent the Separation. He threw it 
into Lord B—'s Way to aſk him to go 
down with him into the Country, and he 
readily enough accepted it. A new 
Scene of Treachery was now carried on 
againſt him, new Employments and A- 
vocations of his Lordſhip's gave them 
new Opportunities of abuſing him; and 
it may perhaps be ſaid of this unparal- 
leled Pair of Lovers with ſtri& Juſtice, 


that they never miſſed a fair one, during 
their whole Acquaintance. | 


The Death of Miſs **, which hap- 
pened in Wiltfire while they were upon 
afflict- 
ed Mr. C——— for a Time, yet the 
"Conſequence was his recovering his 
Thoughts from the Diſtraction they had 
been in continually for ſo many Months. 
Sir T— ſaw that he began to look about 
him with Diſcernment : He was in no 


Humour to part with Lady Frail, tho? 


he had been ſo long happy with her z he 


told her he ſaw what would happen in- 
evitably 


— 
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evitably if they did not prevent it, and 
that there was no poſſible Way of pre- 
venting it, but the parting while they 
were ſafe, and agreeing on ſome Means 


of their meeting again in a Manner that 
ſhould inſure them from the Danger of 


parting any more. 
It cas with ſowe Difficulty that Lady 


Frail conſented to this Expedicnt, bur 


ſhe ſaw her Lover was in the right in pro- 
poling it, and ſhe determined to be 
guided by him. The next Evening they 
ſettled te Plan of their Meeting, which 
to avoid all Trouble both from Lord 
Frail and Lord B—,: was to be in Lacy, 
where they were to ſtay a Lear or two, 
or till ſome favourable Circumſtance ren- 
dered it proper they ſhould come back 
to England again. Sir T— the next Day 
ke News of the Sickneſs of a near 
Relation, and took his Leave of Lord 
B— with great Profeſſions of Friendſhip, 


he did not ſpare his Compliments to Mr. 


C— on the Occaſion, but his Conduct 
was ſo well guarded in regard to the La- 
dy that no body ſuſpected there had 
been, or was likely to be, any Intimacy 
ann them. | 
Lady 
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Lady Frail, whoſe Buſineſs it was 


no to get to Landon as faſt as ſne could, 
grew weary of the Country; and Lord 


B—-, who ſtudied nothing but to indulge 


her inevery thing ſhe liked, ordered his 
 Equipageto be got ready for going almoſt 


immediately. The Lady knew well 
enough that her Lover was in Town, 
but ſhe knew it was not her Buſineſs to 
fee him. As ſoon as he: heard of their 
Arrival in London, he ſhut himſelf up to 
wait the Reſult of their Project, the pre- 
ſent Scene of which was to be played off 
only by the Lady. She had been uſed 
always, when in Landon, to be in conti- 


nual Terrors about her Huſband, bur 


ſhe carefully avoided naming him for the 


. three firſt Days of her being here on this 


Occaſion. -' She would go to the Opera 
on the third Evening, though greatly 
againſt the Inclination of Lord B.. He 
would not give her his Reaſons, for Fear 


of putting her in Mind of Lord Frail, 


but he dreaded more than Death his ſce- 
%%% 
Lord Frail happened not to be in the 
Houſe that Evening; but it was eaſy to 
ſuppoſe he might have Intelligence of her 


being there: Early in the Morning ſhe 


pro- 
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ILY 


produced a pretended Letter from him, 


full of Threats and Imprecations, and 
affected ſo horrible a Terror on the Oc- 

caſion, that her inſiſting on ſetting off 
immediately for Paris, ſeemed both to 
Lord B—, and to the diſcerning Mr. 
C— himſelf, a mere natural Effect of it. 
Lord B— would not plead a Syllable 
againſt it; he ſent her off almoſt on the 
Inſtant for Dover: he. commiſſioned 
Mr, C— to attend her thither, and pro- 
miſed to have her Neceſſaries packed 
up, and to follow her himſelf, with all 
| poſſible Expedition 

Nothing could be more ET; 
than the Manner in which our Heroine 
laid this Scheme; ſhe had managed fo 


well, as to ſet off without the leaſt Co- 


lour of - Suſpicion, on the very Aſter- 
noon, Sir T—- and ſhe had ſettled it 
to be done; but as Accidents will diſ- 
concert the greateſt. Schemes in the 
World, .though all the main Occurren- 


ces are guarded againſt, all the Succeſs 


of the material Part of this Scheme. did 
not inſure it, againſt a Poſſibility of 
Miſcarriage. . Sir T—. had. planted a 
favourite Servant of his own, to watch 


N Motion at Lord B—'s Houle: he 


bad 


640 


Bye had for two Days and a half, brought 


him punctual Accounts of a thouſand 


- Circumſtances of no Conſequence ; but 


when the only Thing his Maſter was in- 
tereſted in the knowing, happened, a 
little Amour of his own had carried him 
into a back Room, and the Occurrence 
had eſcaped him. Sir T — who now 
__ waited impatiently for his bringing him 

the News of her being gone, when the 
Hour at which it ought to have happen- 
ed was out, ſent, and planted another in 


Hire a his Poſt, ordering him to be ſent back. 


iJe queſtioned him with great Impa- 


tience as to what he had ſeen, but re- 


ceived no Anſwer to his Satisfaction. 
He aſked him if he had ſeen the Lady 
go out? he was anſwered,” No. If no 


Coach had been about the Door? No. 


If the Family had ſeemed in no Con- 
fuſion! No! 
_ © Deſpair is always ready at the Heels 
| of Aa Lover's Diſappointment. - Sir 
72 no ſooner was convinced, that 
his Project had not ſucceeded exactly 
to his Wiſh, than he concluded it was 
wholly diſconcerted : He determined 


to write to Lady Frail, to know the 
Hiſtory of their Diſappointment 3 and - 


mad, as the 7 appeared to him, 
while 
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while he conſidered Lord B— was in 
the Houſe, and probably full of Su- 
ſpicions about her at that Inſtant, yet 
he determined to riſque any Thing, ra- 
ther than bear his preſent Suſpence. _ 

He wrote with great Earneſtneſs, to 
know what had diſconcerted ſo practi- 
cable a Scheme, as theirs certainly ap- 
peared to be; he renewed his Proteſta- 
tions of eternal Conſtancy to her; he 
conjured her to be as juſt to him; en- 


treated her to ſet out at all Adventures 
upon the Inſtant, and promiſed to be 


at Paris as ſoon as herſelf; and to « 

her to Taly, without the Loſs of a Mo- 

ment. 3 | 
The Letter came ſome Hours after 


the Lady was gone, and Lord B— not 


knowing the Hand, took the Liberty 
of opening it, Happily Sir T— had 
not put his Name to it, fo that it was 
impoſſible for Lord -B—— to gueſs 
from whence it came: A Chairman had 
brought it, and he was gone, ſo that 
there could be no Enquiry made about it. 

Lord B-— was ſhocked beyond 
Deſcription at his firſt reading it ; he 
determined to let her go for ever, and 
bleſſed his good Stars, that had thrown 
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3 of fuch a Piece of Treache- 
ry in bis Way; and was reconciling to 
the Conduct of this Plot every Circum- 
Rance of her Behaviour, till her going 
for Paris; | which laft Step appeared a 
Conviction to him that the was guilty of 
every. Thing his worſt Suſpicions could 
accuſe her * 

A Lover's Anger that is very violent, 
is never of very long Duration; the 
Torrent of the firft Paſſion was hardly 
over in his Lordſhip's Breaſt, when he 
began to upbraid himfelf with giving 
Way to it: He recollected, that for 
many Months, no Man had ever made 
the leaſt Advances to her, that it was 
impoſlible but a Scheme ſo deep as that 
mentioned in this Letter muſt have been 

a long while concerted ; and recollect- 
Ig, that his Relations all hated her, 

rſuaded himſelf, that he faw at 
length through the whole Plot, and that 
it was no more than a poor Contrivance 
of ſome of theirs to, fer him againſt 
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2574 CHAPTER VI. 


Sir T . wiſts Lord B---; be 5 
aut after. his ak an APO on 
on the Road. 


"HILE Lord Bus was * 
in his Diſcovery of this: Plot 
and his Miſtreſs, the Servant aft 
planted for Obſervation by Sir T—, came 
out of Breath to him, to inform him, 
that three Hours before he was ſent 
thither, Lady Frail and Mr. C had 
gone out in my Lord's travelling Cha- 
riot, with three Servants, and ſeemed 


ſetting out upon a Journey. He had 


made this out, by Means of the Maſter 
of the, Ale-houſe he had been planted 
at, whoſe Wife had been the Partner of 

the ſtolen Tranſport of his Fellow - ſervant. 
The Fellow had been told of the Story ; 

he was vowing Revenge and Murder 
as the Conſequence of it; and was very 
well pleaſed, with telling this Meſſen- 

ger a Piece of News that he faw was 
of ſome Conſequence, and hoped might be 
the firſt Piece of his Vengeance in turn- 
ing the other out of his Place. The Cit- 
camftances were too particular to be de- 
nied, the poor Fellow confeſſed the 


+ Truth 
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Truth of his having been off bis Poſt ; 


and Sir T— had too weighty Affairs of 
his own in his Thoughts, to have Lei- 
fure to be in a Rage with him. That 
ſomething was to be done was evident; 
what it ſhould be was not fo eaſily de- 
termined, That Lord B— ſhould have 
put ſo happy a Conſtruction on the Let- 
ter as he had done, was beyond Sir T—'s 
utmoſt Imagination: What Conſtruction 


he had put upon it was the great Thing 


he wanted to know. 
He conſidered, that the Lady was 
gone, and that it would be in his Power, 
when he pleaſed, to follow her ; and he 
determined, that when a Man has amind 
to eſcape Suſpicion, the beſt Method is, 
to run into the Way of the People like- 
Iy to ſuſpect him. 

He put on Boots, and the reſt of a 
Riding-Dreſs, and went immediately to 
Lord B—. His Friend had no Idea of 


his having any Concern in the Letter 


that had diſturbed him ſo violently, and 
in Conſequence never named either that, 
or his Uaeaſineſs to him; he received 


him with great Joy, and never doubted 


the Truth of a Syllable he heard, when 
Sir 2 told him, that his ſick Relation 
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was now dead; that he was come Poſt 
to London, to give ſome neceſſary Or- 
ders, and ſhould return the next A; 
and ſtay a Month in the Country, to 
inſpect and ſettle the Affairs he was en- 
aged in, 
Lord B— told him of Lady Fraib's 
being gone to Paris, and of his being 
to follow her in two or three Days; he 
gave him as the Reaſon of it, what he 
really believed to be ſo, that was, the 
Threatnings of her Huſband ; and told 
him he had nothing to wiſh, but that 
it had been poſſible for him to have 
made one of their Party. Lord B—, 
whoſe Heart was full of Honeſty and 
Candour, was no Match for the maſter- 
ly. Treachery of the Man he had now 
to deal with: Sir T—— ſaw he had 
no Suſpicion of him, and was convinced 
he had given him his real Thoughts, as 
to the Situation of the Lady's Affairs. 
Ile would have given the World to have 
known what he had thought of the Let- 
ter; but it was a Queſtion impoſſible to 
be aſked ; and he could only conclude, 
that he had never got it into his Hands. 
He took his Leave, after about a Viſit 
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of an Hour, and ſet out immediates 


y in Purſuit of his Lady, - ,- 23 
+ Lord B— was em ployed | in y ns 


ren Journey,” till Mr. C. 


ho had ſeen the Lady on board a Veſ- 
fel, returned. His Lordſhip en 
with great Tenderneſs after her Health, 

and was no ſooner anſwered, than he 
produced the Letter: * There (, ſays 
05 fee, what Enemies the poor charm- 
ing Creature has there's a Piece 
* of Artiſice of ſome of my Relations 
againſt her! it was contrived to be 
delivered into my Hands juſt after ſhe 
Sas gone, and doubtleſs the cunning 
Author of it takes it for granted 1 
am ſtopped by it from following her.“ 
Mr. C.- who was not blinded by Paſ- 
fion, as his Lordſhip was, read the Let - 
ter deliberately twice 3 and when his 
Eordſhip aſked him what he thought of 
it, told him very gravely, that he be- 
lieved it was a real one. That her 
Journey for Paris was ſtrangely ſudden ; 
chat they had no Certainty of what ſnie 
pretended as the Occaſion of it; that 
he had known ſo much of her Treachery 
to his Lordſhip, that he had no doubt 


but ſhe had now formed a Deſign of 
run- 


- 


(n 
running away from him with ſome body z 
and that for his Lordſhip's Sake — 
beartily wiſhed ſhe might accompliſh 
it. 


Lord — who knew his Friend 
had always hated her, received — as 
no other than an Attempt to 

his following her, and paid but linde Rex 
gard to it; he: told him he was perfectly 
convinced it was all a Plot againſt her, 
and chat he would not ſwear himſelf 
had not had a Hand in it; but be that 
as it would, he cold him he ſhould follow 
her in u few Days, and deſired he would 
accompany him, if it were only that he 
might ſee how much he had wronged 

: her with his Suſpicions. 

Sir T— ſet out late from London, bat 
eager to get up with his Miſtreſs, whom 
he now for the firſt time looked upon as 
his own, he ordered the Servants to go 
on all Night, and get to Dover with the- 
utmoſt poſſible Expedition. What we 
intend as the quickeſt Paſſage to what 
we wiſh doesnot-always prove ſo: About 
One in the Morning a Servant rode up 
to his Maſter to inform him that a ſuſpi- 
cious Fellow had paſſed by them two or 
three 3 that they wiſhed they were 
H 4 1 
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not attacked. He ordered them to take 
Care their Piſtols were in order, and 


taking a Brace in his own Hands, 
quietly expected the Summons. It hap- 
pened as the Fellows had expected, two 
Accomplices of the Man they had firſt 
ſeen,” rode up to them, to prevent their 
coming up, whilſt himſelf ſtopped the 
Chaiſe, and ordered Sir T— to get'out 
of it. It was a Command he very wil- 
lingly obeyed ; he was no ſooner on the 
Ground than inſtead of emptying his 
Pockets, he diſcharged a Piſtol : TheFel- 
low ſtarted, but was not hurt. Sir T— 
' reſerved hiv'otherfor a more urgent Ne- 
_ ceflity, and as he ſaw one of the others 
riding up to him immediately afterwards, 
he found it would be in vain to attempt 
uſing it offenſively. He was delivering 
his Money and Watch when the ſecond 
Highwayman came up to him; and 
whether that the Fellow thought he ſaw 
ſomething like an Intent to fire at him, 
or whether it was in Revenge for the At- 
npt upon the Life of his Aſſociate 
he diſcharged a Piſtol loaded with a Brace 
of Bullets at Sir 2 r. wrt 8 
went through his right Leg ; he fell wi 
the Wound, and * the Robbers — 
94 4 N "oi 
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rifled his Pockets, the Servants helped him 
into the Chaiſe, and conveyed him * f 
the firſt Houſe they ſaw. 
lt was in vain that he reſolved on pro- 
ſiecuting his Journey in the Morning. 
The Surgeon would have confined him 
a Month to his Bed, but his Buſineſs was 
of too much Importance to wait fo long: 
He got into the Chaiſe again on the fourth 
Day; and though he was not able to 
bear going on very faſt, he conſidered 
every Step he took afterwards as an Ad- 
vance of fo much toward his Happineſe, 
and determined to do all in his Power 
to puſh it as faſt as he might. 
Nothing but an Accident like this 
could have prevented his being at this 
Time very forward on his Journey to 
TLaly with his Lady: He knew the Anxi- 
ety ſhe muſt be in at his not coming to 
Paris at his Time; he had diſpatched 
a Servant to tell her the Occaſion of his 
Delay; and he ſoon found it neceſſary 
to diſpatch another after him. As he was 
crawling onward at the beſt Rate he 
could, he heard the Noiſe of a conſider- 
able Equipas e behind him, and in a 
few Minutes as it paſſed him ſaw that it 
b.longed to Lord B—, who with his 
H 5; Friend 
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Wend Mr. c — were poſting in 


ſomewhat more haſte than it was practi- 
cable for him r after the _ 
Object. 

e ſent an Expreſs immedinely-.co 
Paris to tell the Lady his Rival would 
be there before him: He entreated her 


to go on to Lyons, and promiſed never 


to reſt till he came up with her there. 
He concluded he had no Shadow of Rea- 
ſon to imagine Lady Frail would diſpute 
this neceſſary Point, and enjoyed the 
Triumph over his Friend's nn 
with great Tranſport. | 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Mr. — makes fame very firewd 
i Gueſs 45 .to the real Poſture of 
 Aﬀairs,, Sir T meets Lord 
B at Dover. 


1 I was in the Morning that Lord B—sS 


Equipage had paſſed Sir T—'s Chaiſe. 
"They had gone by fo quick, that nei- 


ther that Yobleman nor his FD 


- 4 _- : 
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had taken any Notice of the Perſon 
it; and the [mpoſſibiliry that there ap 
peared of its being him, even if they 
could have have ſuſpected him of in: 
tending to follow the Lady, would have 
ſcarce ſuffered them to have believed 
their Eyes, though they had ſeen hin. 
The Servants, vb were talking 
fo loudly of Sir T—— in the Kitchen, 
that Mr. C—, who had accidentally 
paſſed by the Door, looked in, to en- 
quire into the Reaſon of it. He no 
ſooner heard that this Gentleman, who had 
taken ſuch Pains to perſuade them of his 
being engaged elſewhere, was now upon 
the Road to Dover, than the whole Hor 
was open to him in an Inſtant. He ran 
with great Impatience to Lord , 
told him he had always ſuſpected Sir 25 
of a Baſeneſs and Treachery in regard to 
his Lordſhip ; and that he might remem- 
ber on his ſeeing the Letter, which he had 
ſhewn him as- fictitious, that he had 
declared his Sentiments of its being 
a real one. Now my Lord, concludes 
he, the whole Myſtery is out. Sir J— 
his long abuſed you; he is the Rival 
that is now running away with this 
treacherous and ungrateful Woman, and 
H & your 
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Lordſhip? c only juſt Revenge will 

* the letting him have her. | 

Lord B+ ſtood ſilent with gre 
ment : He had no Idea how ſuch a Diſ- 
covery as this could be made where they 
were, Mr. C— deſired to ſee the Letter 
a ſecond. Time, and had no ſooner caſt 


It bis Ey eon it, than he declared that he 


now pin 5 recollected the Hand to 
be that of Sir 7—, adding, that they 
had paſſed him - that Morning upon the 

and that if his Lordſhip would 
ſtay but one Hour longer than he * had in- 
—_— at this Inn, he would come up 
with them. 

Lord B— had fo good an Opinion of 
the Integrity, as well as Diſcernment, 
of his Friend, that he determined to 
wait for his Rival. He ſtaid three Times 
as long as Mr. C- had deſired 
him ; but no Sir. 7. appearing, 
and there . of 
his Figure could have ſtopped at; it was 
given at length againſt the ſuſpicious 
Mr. C—. The Servants were declared to 
have been miſtaken. Mr. C— to have 
only fancied that he knew the Hand of 
the: , and the Lady was believed as 

1 N innocent 


* 
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Innocent as a Veſtal, With this altered 
Face of Affairs, they - ſet forward on 

their Journey. They had no Ideas of 


the real Occaſion of Sir 2— s Delay up- 
on the Road; and they could eaſily 
ſee, that if the Perſon they had paſſed 
was he, and his Bufineſs was what Mr. 
2. ſuſpected, he would not have made 
quite ſo tedious a Journey of it. 
They arrived at Dover ſettled in the 
Opinion, that his being on the Road 
was a Miſtake, from his not having come 
up with them; and they had Opportunity 
of being, as they thought, yet more fully 
convinced of it, by his not coming in 
all the next Day. 
The Weather was ſo bad, that they 
lay three Days at this Place, before it 
was poſſible to get a Paſſage to Calais; on 
the third, as Lord B— was heartily 
bantering his Friend on the Subject of 
his Suſpicions, Sir T— hopp'd into the 
Room to them. He had juſt got into 
Dover at this Time, and had no ſooner 
heard, to his great Satisfaction, that his 
Rival was ſti}! there, than, full of the 
Succeſs of his former Viſit to him, he 
determined to join him. 1 
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— He told him” his Affairs had turned 


out in much better Order than he had 
erßested; that be had found himſelf 
quite at Leifure a Day or two after his 
getting down a ſecond Time; and that 
as nothing was ſo agreeable to him as 
the Company of dear Lord B—, he 
had remembered his mentioning a Wish 
that he could have been of his Party to 
Paris, and had no ſooner remembered 
It, than he reſolved to ſhew him how 
much in Earneſt he had always been in 
His Profeſſions of the Eſteem he had for 
his Lordſhip, | by putting it in Execu- 
tion: That he had flattered himſelf with 
the Happineſs of ſeeing him in à few 
Days at Paris, but that the overtaking 
him on the Road was a Surpriſe he never 
Could have expected. | 
The Story of his being robbed and 
Wounded, accounted- very well for his 
being ſo flow in his Expedition, which 
was the great Argument before againſt 
Lord Bs believing he had any Deſign 
againſt him: Yet plain as it now ap- 
peared to Mr, C— — Lord B—— 
could not be perſuaded to believe there 
Was any thing in it. The Candour of 
his own Heart | ed him uncapable of 
as ſul⸗ 
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ſuſpecting a Deceit of this ' Kind in an- 
other ; and the feeming Sincerity Wix 
which Sir 7. had declared his 
Friendſhip to him, would not let him 
believe there was any thing but W 
Mr. C——, who ſuſpected every 
thing, watched all his Motions narrowly ? 
He brought the Maſter of à Veſſel to 
Lord B———, „hom Sir 
had immediately after all his Profeſ- 
ſions engaged, at fifty Guineas, to ven- 
ture over with him immediately to Ca- 
lais; but whoſe Heart had afterwards 
failed him, and who had now only en- 
himſelf for twenty Pieces extraor- 
dinary to land him at Calais before the 
Packet Lord B— had engaged ſhould 
get in there. ' | 
- Such a Circumſtance as this could not 
but ſtrike Lord B—; but the next half 
Hour's Converſation with that Maſter 
of Diſſimulation, Sir T——, ſer all 
right again in his Favour. Mr. C 
could not hide his Uneaſineſs, and in 
conſequence” an Eye like Sir T———s 
could not but diſcern his Suſpicions. He 
determined to take ſome Pains to perplex, 
at leaſt, if not to deceive him intirely” 3 


and 


_ of doing 
Patience ice at his Friend's fall keeping his 
Eyes ſhut to Conviction, refalved to 


. ap 
Indifference, that Lord B was 
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ity immediately offered 
it. Mr. Y., out of 


and an 


open them by drawing from Sir 7— a 


Confeſſion of his intending to give them 
| the Slip. You go over with my Lord, Sir 

7. 
Fa Lincmcorneadned 3 And Sir T—— an- 


„ ſays he, with great ſeeming 


ſwered him with as well diſſembled aCare- 


leſneſs, If you have room, my Lord will do 


me a great deal of Pleaſure in giving me 
Leave: I have ed a Veſſel for my- 


ſelf, but that is eaſily ſet right. He did 
not wait for an Anſwer, but ordered a 
engaged, 


Servant to tell the Man he had 
that he would pay bim, though he 
ſhould not make any Uſe of his Veſſel ; 
and turning the Diſcourſe immediatel 
on indifferent Matters, treated his Diſ- 

pointment as a Matter of ſuch perfect 
again 
convinced all Mr. C---'s Suſpicions of 
him were leſs. 

They went over in the ſame Packet, 


mad lay at the ſame Houſe at Calais. 


The Reſt Sir 7. had enjoyed at Dover 


4 had fo favoured his Leg, that he did not 
| bnd W to lye by any longer for 


ts 
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ie; and as there was no Reaſon for his 
now keeping Terms any longer with 
Lord B—, when they parted after Sup- 
Per, he, inſtead of going to Bed as he 
ad pretended to them, took Poſt for 
Paris; and was too forward to be eaſily 
overtaken, before they ſuſpected his be- 
Ing gone, þ 45 
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LADY F RAI L. 


voor the Teva. 
Z ns Oye at Paris. 
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CHAPTER 1. 


An Amour with a French Officer, full of 
Tranſport on both Sides, 


yOltive 28 Lord B had hitherto 
bren in regard to the Innocence of 
his Friend, he no ſooner heard he was 
gone off in this Manner, than he ſaw 
through all his Artifice at once. He 
found he was too certain of being with 
the Lady before he could; and mo it 
| for 
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for granted; that the Scheme had been 
kid. between them, as his Friend G—+ 
told him, he gave her up for loſt. Mr. 
( congratulated him heartily on the 
fair Riddance of her; but he bad loved 
her too well to bear the Thought of 
giving her up without an Attempt againſt 
it. He wrote very tenderly to her, tel - 
ling her how- unealy — at his long 
Abſence from her, and preſſing her not 
to expect him coldly at Paris, but to ſhew 
him ſhe longed to ſee him, by meeting 
him at a Poſt Town, chat he named, 
which was forty Miles forward on; d 
Band he was coming 
Lady Frail was in Bed when the bes 
eciveth the Letter. She ſhipped on her 
Gown, and ſaw the Servant who brought 
it: She told him he would meet his Maſter 
where he deſired, and gave bim a very 
conſiderable Preſent ſor his Expedition. 
When we have obſerved that it was to- 
ward Evening that the Letter came, it 
will not be ſuppoſed Lady Frail was in 
Bed alone. It was now ſome Days that 
ſhe had been in Paris, and ſhe had ſcarce 
bern up in the whole Time. She never 
could be without Adventures; and that 
ſue was at preſent engaged in, des oo 
, been 
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been without its Uſe to her, though one 
that ſhe knew could not continue, and 
therefore treated it only asatranſuory one. 
Novelty was the greateſt Charm hu- 
man Nature could have for Lady Frail. 
If ſhe had loved Sir T— better ho Lord 
5, it was only from this Advantage 
pleading in his Favour; another had 
now brought her a Remedy for her Paſ- 
_ hon for that Lover; and as both he and 
Lord B— were old ones, it was as eaſy 
to take one of them again as Yother. It 
was in this Situation ſhe had received 
the tender letter Lord B— had ſent her: 


* the Paſſion he expreſſed in it had turned 


mat Virtue was not of the Number of the 


the Scale in his Favour, and ſhe had in 
an Inſtant given up Sir T— to all ho 
Pangs of loſing her, without even Sy 
about 1 Wt. 7-4 

The Lover whoiwes. ſo happy to be 
wich: her at the Time of her receiving 
Lord B—'s Letter, was a French Officer 
ol Diſtinction. He had ſeen her alight 
atthe Door of her Apartments, for the Grit 
time of her entering into them. He had 
Diſcernment enough to read in her Face 


Qualifications ſhe valued herſelf upon, 
_— 8 
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Me of which could not but eine 
her it was a Man of no common Ranke 
who gave it. Her Admiration at the 
Extravagance of the Preparation was 
hardly over when the Capitaine, who had 
ſpent as much Time in dreſſing himſelf | 
as the Cook had in preparing the Supper, 
entered the Room with all that pleaſant 
Vivacity in his Countenance that cha- 


een, the polite People of that Na- 


colt the Lady ſtarted at the Appeirdeet 

of a Stranger in this Manner, the Lover 
affected a much greater Surprize: He 
proſeſſed that as he ſaw her enter, he 
took her for Madam de *, and had 
promiſed himſelf infinite Pleaſure in paſ- 
ſing, an Hour and half with her: He 
added ſomewhat more gravely, that he 
ſhould think her Ladyſhip ſtrangely cruel 
if ſhe would not cend to pardon 
ſuch a Blunder ; and to make him ſome- 
what happier than he had intended tobe, 
by giving him leave to fit downwith her, 
The Lady, from the Aﬀair of her 
Royal Lover, had taken 'up but a very 
bad Opinion of the French Addreſs, but 
now ſaw it-in -another Light. She 
had no Mind to deny herſelf a hr 
8 


they had little Bufineſs up, though infi- 
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the might enjoy with ſo much Security at 


this, and yer ſhe did not know how to 
allow it in fo ſtrangely familiar a Man- 
The Lover ſaw the Conflict in her 


| Breaſt; and put an Endto'it by ſeating 


her almoſt by Force at the Table. They 
ſupped and chatted away three or four 
Hours; and as it grew more neceſſary 
for them to they found they had 
leſs and leſs Mind” to do ſo. The Capi- 


taine took a Ring of about three hundred 


Pounds Value from his Finger, and beg- 
ged ſhe would give him 1 to think 
ſhe ſometimes remembered him when 
ſhe looked upon it: He attacked her ve- 
ry warmly as he preſſed it upon her; 
and partly her own hearty Inclination to 
what he had a Mind to, partly the re- 
collecting that ſhe knew not whom it 
was, the was about to refuſe, gave him 
an eaſy Opportunity of b dr his 
Triumph. 

Rapture ftood in the Place of cere⸗ 
mony as they huddled into Bed together; 


and the Morning was the moſt diſagree- 


able Thing either of them had ſeen of a 
long time. The Lover inſiſted on it 


ute 
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nite where they were: She was not in a 
Temper to diſpute this ſort of Reaſoning 
with him; and, in fine, they had never 
changed the Scene for two Hours toge- 
ther, when the Meſſenger arrived from 
Lord B— with the Letter to her. - : 

She had devoured- her. Delights fo 
greedily in this Time, that ſhe began to 
be ſurfeited with them; ſhe was not 
without her Thoughts of getting rid of 
her new Lover when ſhe received the 
Letter 3 and that determined her abſo- 


lutely in the Reſolution of doing it. She 


had kept the Buſineſs of the Meſſenger a 
38 Secret from her Capitaine; and 
no ſooner diſpatched him than ſhe 
ſunk into Bed again; took what ſhe 
knew to be a laſt "IL of her Lover, 
though he very little imagined it. She 
fell in Love with his Picture, which 
was ſet round with Brilliants of a conſi- 
derable Size; received it as an addi- 
tional Preſent from him; and pretending 
a Neceſſity of leaving him for a Mo» 
ment, got on Cloaths enough to keep 
her warm in a Poſt Chaiſe, and ſet out 
full Speed for the Place of her — 


| _ with her old Lover. 


CHAP- 


.- than he imag 
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CHAPTER Il. 
Sir T— finds be is leſs ſecure of the Lady 


ined. ——— She returns to 


IIR 2—, who had little ſuſpected 
the Poſſibility of his Miſtreſs's In- 
conſtancy, had as firmly believed that 
the would fly before him to Lyons, as 
herſclf did when ſhe promiſed it. Her De- 
termination of parting with the French- 
man was irrevocable; and as Lord B—'s 
Letter had laſt determined her in his Fa- 
vour, Sir T—s had before as firmly de- 
termined her in his. Their Poſt Chaiſes 
drove by one another on the Road; the 
Lady faw his Face plain enough, and 
laughed very heartily at the Diſappoint- 


ment he was to meet with: ſhe took 


Care to conceal her own ; but could he 
have ſeen it, he would only have ſup- 
2 10 it was ſomebody like her. She 

d juſt got to Bed at the Inn of ber Ap- 
pointment, when her old Lover arrived 


| there. He had much ſuſpected that ſhe 
. would not come to him; he was in Rap- 
tures when he heard ſhe was there before 


him, 
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him; he flew to her in an Inſtant, and 
ſhe received him with ſome Complaints 
of her long lying alone, and with an af- 
fected Impatience in her Diſpoſition, ſo 
like the real one that had been uſed to 
charm him, that there remained no 
Doubt in him, of her having been a 
Veſtal ever ſince ſhe had left him. 

At Dinner the next Day Mr. C— could 
not curb his Uneaſineſs ; it broke out in 
ſeveral ſhrewd Hints of his Suſpicic n of 
the Lady's Sincerity in the ſoft Things 
ſhe was ſaying to his Friend ; at length, 
my Lord, ſays he, you gave me your 
Promiſe you would have this Thing ex- 
plained, pray give me leave to put you 
in Mind of doing it. | 

The good Humour of the Party was 
at an End in an Inſtant. Lady, Frail 
grew outrageous at the Infolence of Mr. 
C——, and my Lord, who otherwiſe, 
perhaps, would not have done it, pro- 
duced in a Paſſion the Letter he had met 
with in Town, and told her he knew it 
was the Hand-writing of his Friend Sir 
T— A—, and was convinced that it was 


a concerted Thing that ſhe ſhould run 
away with him, for that he had followed 


her as quick as himſelf to Paris. 
5 8 _ The 
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The Lady glowing with Indignation; 


MW told him that he would at length cure her 


of her unhappy Fondneſs for him: That 
if ſhe had intended to leave him, and the 
Man with whom ſhe was togo off had been 
there before him, ſhe ſhould hardly have 
obeyed his Summons of coming to that 
Place; but that ſhe ſaw her Eſteem was 
| thrown away upon him, and would never 
condeſcend to argue with him about any 
thing that regarded herſelf again. 
Lord B— could not but ſee the Face 
of Reaſon there was in what ſhealledged. 
C, fays he, with great Emotion, you 
are determined to undo me. Has not 
every Suſpicion you have had of this un- 
happy Creature been as groundlefs as 
this? See the Acknowledgment I ſhall 
make of my Folly in ſuſpeCting her, 
and if you have any Generoſity of Soul 
in you, do the ſame. Lord *B— fell 
upon his Knees, and almoſt devoured her 
Hand with his Kiſſes. She ſaw ſhe had 
thoroughly convinced him ſhe had done 
nothing wrong, and ſhe knew there was 
no Occaſion for puſhing the Matter any 
farther. She added to her Power over 
him by the Eaſineſs of her Reconcilia- 


3 _ range Tears of Joy at her 


12 Com- 
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Command for the Occaſion; and Mr. 
C—, who continued reſolute in his Opi- 
nions, in ſpite of all this Appearance 
againſt them, was never ſo near break 
with his Lordſhip. 
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CHAPTER III. 


An odd Meeting between Sir 1 A 
and the French Officer. | 


FTER another Night's Refreſh- : 
ment at the Inn where the Party 
had met; they ſet out for Paris. Sir T—, 
who was there before them, had br 
tunately met with the Frenchman in his 
Miſtreſs's Bed: He had been as much per- 
plexed as himſelf, about the Hiſtory of 
his being alone there, but he had however 

explained it fo far to his unhappy Rival, 
as to convince him that he was never like- - 
ly to meet with the Lady again, and 
had pretty well convinced himſelf of the 
ſame - Truth too. He had Reſentment 
enough to let alone his Journey to Lyons,” 
though he was very well ſatisfied that ſne 
Was e and the Frenchman and he, 
1 2 \A inſtead 


two Heroes 


Eh ( 192) 

* Inftead of quarrelling about a Woman 
neither of thera had any Right to, became 
infeparable Friends; ſpent moſt of their 
Evenings together ; and had hardly any 
other Subject of their Converſation than 
her Ladyſhip's good Qualities. 

They had expected, with ſome Plea- 
ſure the News of Lord B—'s coming to 
Paris without finding her there; and of 
her Ladyſhip's —— — in after her 
Diſappointment at Lyons. They were 
laughing upon this Topic one Evening, 
as'they were airing juſt without the Li- 
mits of Paris, when they ſaw Mr. C— 
alone, driving into the Town in one 
Poſt Chaiſe, and in another that imme- 
1 Lady: Frail and Lord 


No could l the'$ rize of 
our king co — — 
diſconſolate and forſaken Fair- one enter 
at the wrong End of Paris with her old 
Lover; except it was the Aſtoniſnment and 
Confuſion of Lady Frail on ſeeing thoſe 
The Civility of 
Bows was all that at this time paſſed be- 
tween them; but in the Morning Sir 
'T— ſent his Compliments before him, 
ener on * to 9 
2 
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On his next Viſit he had the Impridetice 
to bring his Friend the Captain in his 


Hand; whom he introduced to Lord | 


B—, as a Perſon he had infinite 
fions to, and recommended highly to bis 
Lordſhip as a Friend. - | 
The Lady was perplexed beyond pe- 
ſcription at the Behaviour of Sir 7 —. 
She was ſenſible ſhe had given him Pro- 
vocation enough to juſtify any Re- 
ſentment; and ſhe ſaw he had in his 
Hands the Means of a Revenge, which 
Me expected every Hour he would take, 
and which ſhe knew muſt be of ve fatal 
Conſequence to her whenever he did ſo. 
Lord had: now no Suſpicion of Sir 
T—, the Frenchman it was impoſſible he 
ſhould have any of ; he grew very fond 
gf hisnew Acquaintance; his Efteem for 
his old one was not at all abated ;\ and 
conſequently they made, i in a Em, 
one Family, © 
Lady Frail, after the Famibearity of 
this Kind had laſted a Week, without 


any ill Conſequence from it, began to 


ſee that there never would be any. She 
fancied ſhe ſaw that two of her Lovers 
held her very cheap, and thought ſhe was 
3 to be the 6 von Miſtreſs 4 | 

3, * 
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all of them: If they had inſiſted upon it, 
it would not have been eaſy for her to 
have refuſed it; But the two Friends 
could think of nothing of this infamous 
kind: It was determined that one of 
them ſhould give up his Pretenſions; 
they had agreed already never to fight 


about her, and her Ladyſhip had the 


Honour to be toſſed up for with a Ta- 
vern Reckoning, one Day after a chea r- 
ful Dinner.. 

It was the Frenchman's Fore to loſe 
both his Money and his Miſtreſs, He 
had too much Honour to ſcruple ſub- 
mitting abſolutely ro a Deciſion he had 
agreed ſhould be final; and he never 
thought of her as a Miſtreſs more. 
Tbe good Footing Sir T— kept in 
the Family, made it eaſy for him to 
keep up his Commerce with the Lady, 
and his cautious Diſpoſition rendered it 
very difficult for any body but them- 
ſelves to know that they did ſo. 
Sir T— took Lodgings at a third 
Place, for the Convenience of meeti 
his fair Favourite, and as they both 
knew of every Engagement of his Lord- 
ſhip's, they never failed to make the pro- 


* Uſe of them. The Lover kept his 
Gown - 


Cn 
Gown and and Slippers at the Place and 
the Lady, whoſe Invention was equal to 
any body's on theſe Occaſions, invented 
a Dreſs for herſelf, with ſcarce a Pin in 
it, which ſhe could throw off and put on 
in an Inſtant. If Lord B was at 
the Opera, the Lady was engaged in an- 
other Place; if he was of a private Par- 
ty, her Ladyſhip had an Appointment 
to the Play, or ſome other of the public 
Diverſions: She never was at a Loſs for a 
Friend or two, to aſſure his Lordſhip of 
her having been ſeen at the one or the 
other of them; and as either gave her an 
Opportunity of four or five Hours, 
which Sir 7 — always punctually knew 
of, the Bed was aired to the Moment; 
the Lady popped out of her Equipage 
into it; and an elegant Supper was upon 
the Table an Hour before it was neceſſa- 
ry for her Lady ſhip to be at home. 
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' ries, that the Terror of them had k 
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Cc H APTER IV. 
An Amour with a Creole. 
Teer Suſpicion ieſelf could 


never have gueſſed at the In- 
igue of this cautious Lover, it was 


5 x rot Lady Frail”s Fortune to fall 


into ſuch Hands : Variety is what Nature 
had eſtabliſhed in her as her ſupremeſt 
Pleaſure; and ſhe ſaw ſo much Diffe- 
rence between the firſt Raptures of a 
Lover and the ſucceeding ones, that 
nothing but the Difficulties and Incon- 
veniencies attending new 1 aqpoowing 
could have prevented her from m. 
A new one for every Night, 

She had fuffered ſo much by Diſcove- 


her a long Time in Dread of what 
wiſhed ; but the undiſcoverable Secrecy 
of her. preſent Connexion with Sir T—, 

and the happy Expedient of having in 


this Manner all that could be deſirable of 


a Lover, without being plagued with his 


ſleepy Hours, had determined her to 


have more Courage for the future, and 
to venture on any Thing that her 
* 


. 
her, under the Guidance of that happy 
Virtue, Caution. 1 3 
In the Midſt of theſe good · natured 
Reſolutions, it was, that ſhe firſt faw 
the mad , the Man with whom her 
Repuration ſuffered ſo extremely, during 
her Stay afterwards at Paris. She was 
ſitting in a diſcontented Humour one 
Evening at the Opera, ſcanning over the 
ſame Round of bad Faces ſhe had ſo 
long been tired of, hen there ſtumbled 
into one of the Boxes, at fome Diſtance, 
this Hero of our ſucceeding Hiſtory. 
as a true and genuine Creole, 
a Fellow, half-mad, halt Fool, and tho- 
roughly ſtocked with Abfurdity and 
Impudence : He had left one of the 
Caribbee Iſlands, in order to get rid of 
an enormous Eſtate, which an. Uncle had 
been ſcraping up for him there, in Zng- 
land; and finding he could not get through 
faſt enough there, had made the Tour 
of Paris, in hope of better Opportuni- 
ties of doing it. He had, properly 
ſpeaking, been. drunk, from the Time 
of his leaving his native Land, to the 
Moment of his appearing at this polite 
Place; but very fortunately for him, he 
was at that Moment ſomewhat more ſo: 
9 than 
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and if ſhe would ſup 
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than uſual. He had no ſooner caſt his 


Eyes on the Houſe, .. than he found 


Lady Frail the only Obje it was worth 


His While to fix them upon: He gave 


ohe of the Attendants five Guineas, to 
inform him who ſhe was, and offered 
him fifty more, before he could anſwer, if 
he would tell her there was a Fellow as 
rich as Cræſus, and as extravagant as Cata- 
line, that was dying for Love of her. 


The Joy at his hearing ſhe was an Eu- 


.gliſ&woman, and a Miſtreſs of an Englifo 


Lord, was beyond Deſcription: He 


found he wanted no further Introduction; 
he went immediately into the Box to 


her; he told her, he was as drunk as 


1 King David's Sow, but that he loved 
her more than ever a ſober whining Block- 


head of them all: D—n Lords, he had 


more Money in his Pocket, he told her, 


than half their Eſtates would ſell ſor ; 
with him that 
Night at his Lodging, it ſhould be the 


beſt Thing ſhe ever did in her Life. 


Startled as much as Lady Frail muſt 


needs be, at ſo ſtrange an Attack as this 
was, ſhe could not but ſee there was 
ſomething in it worth her thinking of; 


0 did what no Power on Earth_ but 


her 


(61279). 
ber own could have done, kept the 
Brute in Order for the reſt of the Even- 
ing; and though ſhe told him, with. 
great Severity, that all that he ſpoke_ 
of was impoſſible, and that the Condi- 
tion he was in could only have pleaded 
his Excuſe for talking in ſuch a Manner, 
yet ſhe continued to throw ſomething. 
of an Unwillingneſs into her Refuſal, 
that told him he was not denied for ever : 
and he very modeſtly {lipped into her 
Hand a magnificent Set of Tablets, in 
which he had written his Direction. 
Every Thing ſhe ſaw about him 


pleaded in Favour of the Truth of his ig | 


telling her he was rich: His Cloaths want- | 
ed only Taſte ro have excelled every _ 
Thing about her; and an Importance, 
which there was evidently. nothing but 
Money to ſupport, would have alone 
convinced any Body of Diſcernment, 
that he had no common Share of that ; 
he was young, and in his Perſon not 
diſagreeable; his Manner, though there 
was a great Deal of the Savage about 
it, had a Freedom and Openneſs that 
could not but charm a Woman of Diſ- 
cernment, and his Addreſs, though al- 
moſt horrible in its Brutality, yet had 
a Force 1 in it that muſt pleaſe a Woman 
. who 


= 
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who "PU what it was ſhe onght to be 
pleaſed with. 

Sick of the Inſipidity of the dry Di- 
verſion the Opera afforded him, he went 
away before it was half over: He told the 
Lady he ſhould expect her every Even- 
ing 1 Eight, till he was ſo happy to 
ſee her; and leaving her to ruminate 
on ſo ſtrange an Adventure, retired to 


the more immediate Joys of — 


"Lad y Frail, whowas fondof Oddities, 
could not but be pleaſed with a Man 
who was ſo extream a one. . She was 
ſhocked at his Behaviour in Public, and 
the determined to obviate the Occaſions 
of any Thing like it for the future: But 
ſhe. had ſo much Courage from the 
Succeſs of her preſent Intrigue, as to de- 
termine venturing upon another; and 
thought ſhe eaſily ſaw ſhe might meet 
her new Lover at his Lodgings, as eaſi- 
1 and as ſafely as Sir T— at the Apart-. 
— 1 he had provided for that Pur- 


Four Days paſſed, without a Poſ- 
nvilley of her making any Uſe of 
either of them; on the fifth Lord 
' B--- was engaged at Cards: Sir ,T--- 


% ad «> 
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gave her the Signal, that he ſhould ex- 
pect her; ſhe let him underſtand ſhe did 
not intend to throw away an Opportunity 
that had been ſo long in coming; and 
he took his Leave to dreſs, as he told his 
Lordſhip, for the Opera. The Lady 
faw ſhe had a Lover to deal with in her 
Creole who was not very ceremonious; 
ſhe gueſſed what would be the Event of 
a Vifit to him; ſheſlipped on the Habit 
of Convenience; that ſhe had contrived 
in Favour of Sir T---*s Appointments; 
and while thatunlucky Knight was count- 
ing the Minutes of her Delay, took the 
Rout to Mr. V. -s Lodgings. 
She found him alone, as he had en- 
- gaged himſelf to be; but he told her it: 
was the laſt Time he ſhould have been 
ſo ; that ſhe had tired his. Patience out, 
with waiting for her ; and if ſhe had not 
come as ſhe did, he ſhould have for- 
| ſworn Love-affairs for ever, and thought: 
no Miſtreſs but the Botile worthy 
his future Conſideration. Lady Frail 
told him with a Smile, this was a 
Compliment of an odd Kind, but 
ſhe expected nothing but Oddity in 
her Acquaintance with ſo odd a Man. 
She told him there was N one 1 


(182) 
ſhe muſt oY on, as a Sacrifice to her, 


that was his Bottle: That he might ſee, 


by her viſiting him, that ſhe had no 
Averſion to his Perſon, but that as ſhe 
was above any Conſiderations, except 
thoſe of pleaſing herſelf in her choice of 
Acquaintance, | ſhe could not ſubmit to 
have any Man of that Number, whoſe 
Indiſcretion, © under the Influence of his 
Wine, might be fatal to her Reputation; 
as indeed ſhe told him his firſt Ae 
ſing her had almoſt been. 

V.., told her, if ſhe had made a 
Leg or an Arm the Price of a Favour, 
he would have ſent for a Doctor, to cut it 
off before her ; or that if his whole For- 
tune would prevail with her to go to Bed 
that Moment, he would give it her be- 
fore he got up again; but that to part 
with the Delights of Burgundy, was to 
ſell his Soul for the Pleaſure of his Body; 
and if he never ſaw her Face again, he 
never could or would conſent to it. 

Lady Frail was infinitely pleaſed with 
the Wildneſs of this Addreſs ; ſhe ſaw 
an Earneſtneſs in it, that promiſed her 


the might make him do much more than 
he believed himſelf he could, and his 


Hloneſty in not engaging to do a Thing 


he 


( 183 ) 
he thought he could not, pleaſed her 
infinitely more than a Vow made with 
an Intent to break it could have done. 
She was telling him that he could fre 
her but ſeldom ; that Secrecy was the Soul 
of an Amour ; that he muſt be cautious 
of expoſing her to Servants ; and that 
the very Light muſt be a Stranger to her 
ever entering his Doors: She was in- 
clining toward yielding apace under theſe 
Reſtrictions, when the Lover, who had 
been gazing at her, inſtead of liſtening 
to her all the Time, catched her in his 
Arms, and with * D--n Capitulations, 
© I tell you you ſhall do whatever you 
will afterwards', was hutrying her in- 
to the next Room. The Lady burlt 
from him with ſome Violence, and ſtep- 
ping back to the further Part of the 
Room, while he was almoſt quarrelling 
with himſelf for having offended her, 
faid to him, I won't be forced to a 
Thing I have as much Mind to as you 
© have.---You ſay you hate Capitula- 
tions; you ſhall ſee I did not come 
* to make any*. As ſhe ſaid this, ſhe 
toſſed open her Cloaths, threw herfelf 
full into his Arms, and bad him do what - 
he would with her, th: 
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N.. had no Idea of her leaving him 
in two or three Hours after this; he had 
not quite ſo much Patience under the 


Neceſſity of it as a Lover, who had 


been half cloyed with her, had been 
uſed to ſhew. She was not diſpleaſed 
with his Entreaties againſt it; but ſhe 
perſuaded him at length to ſubmit to it; 
and as they parted with a vaſt deal of 


real Reluctance on both Sides, he forced 


a Piece of Paper into her Hand, under 
a Pretence of its being a Direction to a | 
new Apartment he had taken in a more 
private Place; but which ſhe found, when- 
the came to examine-it, was a Draught 


of a thouſand Pound upon his * 


CHAPTER v. 


Lacy Frail ſaſpected by Lord B—. An 
unexpected Dijcovery. | 


O ſubſtantial a Compliment as our 
Heroine had received from her new 
Lover, gave her no Room to doubt his 
being one of the happieſt Acquaintances 


the r made: ſhe grew cool __ 
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to Sir T— ; and even Lord B— found 
her conſiderably lefs ſtudious about ob- 
liging him than ſhe had uſed to be. Mr. 
C ſuſpected ſome Lover of conſe- 
quence muſt be at the Bottom of this: 
It was a long Time that he had aſſured 
himſelf of Sir T——*s having an Inti- 
macy with her ; but the Behaviour of 
that Maſter of Diſſimulation after the laſt 
Stroke, joined to what he thought he 
had been able to make out before, con- 
firmed him, that if ever there had been 
an Affair of that kind between them, it 
was now over, 

The Lady made her Evening Viſits to 
— ſomewhat more frequent, and with 
infinitely leſs Caution than ſne had been 
uſed to make them to Sir 17—. My 
Lord ſuſpected her, but ſhe carried it 
ſo loftily, that he dared not ſpeak ; and. 
Sir 17—, who ſaw plainly enough that 
the was falſe to him, as he had long be- 
fore given her up as abandoned, and 
only ſaw her now in the Light of a Miſ- 
treſs whoſe Conſtitution he could de- 
pend on, gave her no Trouble about his. 
own Paſſion, but was rather pleaſed at 
having a Reſpite : He knew when the 


new Lover ceaſed to be a new one he 
would. 
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would have no more Charms for her 
than himſelf; and he took it for granted, 
that by that Time he had faſted himſclf 
into a Stomach for her again, ſhe 


would be condeſcending from her preſent 


Exaltation to accept of him. J 
While this una ffected Eaſe of Sir 


2 — perfectly reconciled even Mr. C— 


to him, and left him no Suſpicion of 
his ever being a Rival to Lord B— here- 
aſter, the Conduct of the other Lover 
did not conduce quite ſo much to the 


23 the Lady's Reputation. She 
found him more and more fond of her, 
more and more profuſe to her, and 


more than ever impatient at another's 


having any Share in her. She could 
have wiſhed herſelf wholly with him, 


but ſhe ſaw he was a Man whom no 


Fortune could fave from Deſtruction; and 
pr udently determined not to break with 


her Lord, unleſs he choſe to break with 
. | al 
The Air of Independence ſhe aſſumed 


convinced Lord B— it was no Time for 


him toprovoke her: He gueſſed at what 
muſt be the Reaſon of it; but he longed 


for the Particulars: He ſpoke his Senti- 


ments 
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ments at length to Mr. C—, whoſe An- 
ſwer was very ſhort to him. The 
Lady's Lover had not the Art of con- 
netting Paſſion and Prudence together: 
Fond. as he was of her Perſon, he had 
no Sort of Care tor her Reputation: He 
had made no Secret of his having her at 
his Lodgings. ; nor was there a Compa- 
nion of his at Paris, or, in other Words, 
almoſt an Eugliſbman at Paris, who had 
not drank many a Bumper to her as a 
Demirep of #---'s Acquaintance. My 
Lord B.- was ſhocked to find himſelf 
almoſt the only Man in the Place who 
was ignorant of a Thing that ſo very near- 


ly concerned him. He did not doubt 
the Truth of any Part of all the ſevere 


Things Mr. C- -s Reſentment had given 
Utterance to about it, and had almoſt 
quarrelled with him for not acquainting 
him with a Thing of that Conſequence 
ſooner; though it was expreſsly at his 
ſtrict Injunction that he was engaged ne- 
ver to mention her Name before him. 


He now found, that in tying up the 


Mouth of his Friend, he had taken the 
ſureſt of all Methods of giving unbound - 


ed Liberty to his Miſtreſs, His Dcter- 


mination 
1 F s 
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mination was ſhort. He reſolved to 
furprize her in the Guilt, that ſhe might 
have no Room for the Excuſes with 
which ſhe had always uſed to deceive 
him; and in Conſequence of his Dif- 
covery, he was reſolved to leave her for 
ever. 
Mr. C—, whoſe real Friendſhip for 
his Lordſhip had been his ſole Motive in 
every Step he had taken againſt the La- 
dy, was thoroughly pleaſed with being 
© profeſſedly employed by him againſt her. 
He adviſed Lord B to pretend an 
Engagement that very Afternoon, and 
made him eaſily convinced, by what he 
recollected of her late Conduct, that he 
would be very ſure of ſurpriſing her, be- 
- fore ſhe imagined he was well fixed at 
his Viſit. 
Lord B-— mentioned his ande 


Party abroad, Mr. C— took his Leave 
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for to Play, and the Lady huddled on 
her Diſhabille, and was out in a Quarter 
of an Hour aſter them. They watched 
her Motions from a Room almoſt oppo- 
fire, they dogged her to the Door of a 
genteel Lodging-Hovuſe ; Mr. C- even 
took Care to ſee what Room ſhe entered, 
and they then retired for an Hoy: that 
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they might come in at a Time moſt like= 
ly to be critical. 

Lord B— went up boldly to the Door. 
when the Servant who opened it aſked 
who he wanted; he made no Anſwer, 
but was led by his Friend to the Apart- 
ment, A favourite Woman-Servan', who 
opened the Door of this Room, fhrieked at 
the Sight of two Men who ſeemed Stran- 
gers, and not in a very good Humour; 
and on Lord B—'s burſting into the Bed- 
chamber, he found the Lady ſtarting 


dear and faithful Friend Sir 7 A—, 

Sir T— was not more aſtoniſhed or 
confounded at the Diſcovery than they 
were who made it. To find, inſtead of a 


Man whom every body talked of, one 


whom no body ever ſuſpected, with her, 
was an Intricacy they knew not how- to 


unravel. The Truth was, that the La- 


dy who had viſited her Creole unexpected- 
ly that Evening, and had not found him 
at his Lodgings, unwilling to throw away 
a good-natured Intention, had in her Way 
called upon Sir T— at his; had followed 
him to theſe Lodgings, which were what 
he had always kept for that Purpoſe; and 
had * it a Viſit of mere Good- 


3 


half upright in Bed, and by her Side his 


- 
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nature to him, Fa an Attempt, but a 
vain one, to wean herſelf from a Pafſion 
that could not but make them both un- 
happy. 

If the Lady Soul at another time, 
have ſunk almoſt into the Earth under 
the Horror of ſucha Diſcovery as this; the 
Profuſion of Liberality her new Lover 
had made it a Point to ſhew her, had 
given her an Independence, at leaſt ſor 
the Preſent, that ſupported her nobly. 
Tord B—, inſtead of ſpeaking to either 
of them,” clapped his Hand oh Mr. C—'s 
Shoulder, O C—, ſays he, I always be- 
Tieved you an honeſt and difintereſted 
Friend, now I know you to be ſo. What 
a Madneſs had I been guilty of, had I ſa- 
crificed ſuch a Treaſure to the Artifices 
of that infamous Woman. 

Sir T— deſired his Lordſhip to retire 
into the next Room for 2a few Moments, 
and<they were ſoon dreſſed and followed 
him in. Lady Frail, to the immortal 
Honour of her Sex, was the firſt Perſon 
that ſpoke on the Occaſion. * My Lord, 
« ſaid ſhe, I have many Obligations to 

* you, I ſhall never forget them; this 
© Gentleman I have a Debt of another 
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ſo much above what I could deſerve, | 


that the Sacrifice I have made him 
in return is little to it.“ I am not ſor- 
ry, continued ſhe, that you have found 
me: Your faithful Mr. C— has done 
me more Service than he has done you 
in it: The Shame I receive from ſtand- 
ing as a common Proſtitute before you 


all, will cure me of giving the Wit of 


Angels an Opportunity of expoſing 
me ſo again. Neither my Inclination, 
nor, thank Heaven, my Neceſſities, 
make it neceſſary for me to be aban- 
doned, and I am determined I will not 
be ſo any more. Gratitude, not a 
Love of Vice, has been my Motive of 
being criminal with you both. If I were 
to continue ſo, I frankly acknowledge 
there is nothing on Earth could dif- 
pute my Heart with one of you ; but 
if not by my Frailty, I hope you will 
both own I have paid my Obligations 
to the full to both of you, by this 
Shame; and you mult give me Leave, 
from this Moment, to be my own 
Miſtreſs, not either of yours; I need 
not add not any body's.? 

The Spirit and Earneſtneſs with which 


* 1 Frail delivered this Speech, could 
not * 


| tage 3 
not but ſtrike both her Lovers: 
both forgot all Cauſe of Reſentment, 
and had room for no Dread but that of 
loſing her, either by her own Obſtinacy, 
or by one another. Lord B— was ſi- 
lent. Sir T— propoſed the only poſſible 
Accommodation. My Lord, ſays he, 
we are indebted in the higheſt Degree to 
this Lady for the Preference we have 
found to the reſt of the World with her: 
If ſhe keep in her-preſent Reſolution of 
" ſeparating from both of us, there is no 
Need to diſpute about her; but as it is 
poſſible, at leaſt, that ſne may abate 
from the Severity of the Sentence, it re- 
mains ſor us to make it impoſſible that 
our Paſſion be trodbleſome, either to her 
or to one another. Let us engage ur 
Honours, that which ever of us her La- 
dyſhip declares leaſt Inclination to, ſhall 
never attempt to injure his happier Friend 
with her, even in Thought. When we 
have agreed on this, let us beg her 
to determine between us; and be 
allat Eaſe for ever. Mr. C—, con- 
cluded he, let me make you the mutual 
Guarantee of our Agreement: and now, 
Lady Frail, finiſhed he, with a Sigh, 
x the irrevocable Sentence. 6 
6 
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If the World were in the other Scales 
« cried the Lady with great Earneſtnefs» 
«4 ſhould deſpiſe it for Lord B. 
More was not to be ſaid ; the 
Lover who had loſt her, declared he 
ri never think of her again; and 
Agonies of Lord B—, who could 
dvr] 6 with her, during the 
Moment's Suſpence of ber Determina- 
tion, added Rapture to what would have 
before been almoſt too much for human 
Nature to ſupport. My Lord, continued 
* ſhe, I don t know that I will ever ſub- 
mit to my former Folly with you; If 
© I ſhould; you will not, after this, be- 
< lieve it poſſible I ſhould wrong-you's- 
0 It is not enough that I will be inno- 
cent in this Reſpect; the Miſtreſs- of; 
Lord B—— ſhould not be fi 
I can pardon that buſy Gentleman all 
© the Injuries he has done me hitherto ʒ 
but I cannot ſubmit to the giving 
© him Opportunities of repeating; them. 
If you will give me Leaye to chooſe; 
for myſelf, concluded ſne, my Lord, 
< | would take —— — 
* Reſidence; if you inſiſt on my return- 
ing to your Houſe, I will not refuſe it, 
; * 
| ˖ 


1 6940 
chat you firſt part with Mr. —. 

Fami but his entering it a- 

gain, ſhall ever eo me- Provecation 

©'i quit =” 7 Y 
Lord turned to Mr. C= with a 

very | gloomy Countenance. Tou ſee, 

4 — he, what is determined for me: 

Tou know how much I love this Lady, 

< how effential ſhe is to my Happineſs; 

© and you will not wiſh to make me mi- 

© ſerable by lofing her after ſuch a Re- 
_ © conciliation as ſurely ought to endear 
* her more to me than if the had never 

< offended.” 

Mr. C— walked out of the Room 
with great-Indifference. Lord B— called 
him back to tell him, 3 Inti- 

; macy this was. not a proper Parting; he 
defired him, at leaft, to ſay nothing of any 

Difference between them: he added, that 

hisownAfﬀairs might be ſuppoſed to make 

it neceflary for him to return to England, 
as he ſuppoſed. he would do, and t at he 
begged it as a laſt Favour that he would 

1 EY: Name diſre- 
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CHAP vi. 


Lad) Fra; i5 2 Tho en rence, to 2 
art together. for Eng- 
A l Breach between them, 


l 


HE Caution Lord B— had taken 
to prevent the Noiſe, his parting 
with his Friend ſo abruptly, would na- 
carally make among the Egli ar Paris, 

Was a'V judicious one; "be it did not 
ſucceed, * Lady FraiPs Joy on being rid” 
of a Perſon fo diſagteeable to her, could 
not keep itſelf within the Boumds of Pru- 
dence: She dropped Hints of it in Com- 
pany where Dr. C= was preſent, a Man 
ko had always hated Mr, G-, for the 
Share he engroſſed of Lord B= $Priend- 7 
| ſhip and Confidence. It was a Sort of 
Triumph to this Gentleman, as well as to 
Lady Frail, that a Man ſo heartily hated 
by them boch was out of Favour; and he 
did not fail to boaſt it in ſuch a Manger, 
that the Occaſion of it came out with the 
Incident, and had there been no better 
Reaſon for the Lady's N 
leave Paris immed ately, the Light 
unlucky” Story, ſo pub blicty and 90 6 
very told, ſet her Character in, would 
K 2 have 
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Hour after ſne had been gon 
called that Evening at his Lodgings : 
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loved any thing as he did her: He was 
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| have hurried her faſt enough to the Re- 


ſolution. © +-/ 
Herwild YER "MF about an 
e, that ſhehad ' 


As he had never met with any in like 
her, it is not a Wonder that he had not 


outrageous at the Diſappointment; he 
* 9 her 4 ot his mad Way throughout 
all Paris z; he enquired at every public 
Place who had ſeen her, nor left a Tavern 


- unviſited, or omitted to aſk any one of 


the Company he found there, whether | 
they could give him any Information of 
bent 3 — 5 Farneſtnels every where in 
ve room to ſuſpect a very 

auſe, and in moſt Places, 

E 2 true Reaſon for it, curſing 

15 ate that he s 0a of he di. 
s when ſhe c pon him. 

wo ſuch N as theſe at once, 


1 to that of my Lord's moſt intimate 


Friend leaving him, were the Sources of 
too much Scandal for even the Philoſophy - 
of Lady Frail to bear. She told Lord 
B. — the would not ſtay another Hour 
in Paris, and he came "ay for 17 222 
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neroſity to her were infinitely 


197 

© Ungrateful as her natural Diſpoſition 
was, ſhe began now to find hs Lord 
B—'s Indulgence, Tenderneſs, and Ge- 
ter 
than thoſe of any other of her tranſitory 
Lovers; and that they deſerved ſome 
Preference to be ſhewn him in return. 
She told him ſhe had thought more ſe- 
rioufly than ſhe had uſed to do on this 


Subject, and that the Reſult of her De- 


terminations was ſo much in his Favour, 


that though ſhe was under leſs Neceſſity 


of depending on him, than ſhe ever had 
been ſince ſhe firft knew him, ſhe was de- 
termined to act as if ſhe was moreſo : that 
Eſteem and Gratitude ſhould now actu- 
are her more ſtrongly than — mercenary 
Views could have done ; that as ſhe 
was determined for the future to have no 
Pleaſure but that of obliging him: She 
inſiſted on it as a Teſt of her Sincerity, 
that he ſhould tell her on the Inſtant 
what Part of her Conduct it was that 
was leaſt agreeable to him, that ſhe 
might ſhew him how much ſhe was in 
earneft by amending it. 

Lord B—, in Raptures at his good 


Fortune, nag Nr her, If you would 
ppier * I am, it mult 
| de 


make me 


6198) 
be by giving me more of your Com- 
© pany.” Fond as Lady Frail had uſed 
to be of going abroad, ſhe immured 
herſelf with him a Fortnight : they were 
yery happy for the firſt four or five Days. 
of it; but they ſoon found they had 
_ ſtumbled upon the only thing in the 

World that could make People, who 
really loved, tired of one another. Lord 
 Þ—wouldnot mention breaking fo good- 
natured a Scheme ; but he propoſed the 
adding a third Perſon tothe Party, Lady 

| Frail was ſo much above the Thought 
of Jealouſy, that ſhe adviſed it ſhould 
be a Woman ; but when they had found 
by fifty ſucceſſive Reſuſals, that no Wo- 
man would keep her Eadyſhip Company, 
it was found neceſſary to change the 
Plan, and agree upon taking in one of 
the other Sex. — 
Lord 3 had ſuffered fo much by his 
Miſtreſs's Inconſtancy, that he could 
think of no body of that Sex but a near Re- 
lation; he fixed upon H—— B—, and 
though he was not the hand/omeſt Man 
that Nature ever formed, he yet knew | 
he run a great Hazard from her Pro 

fity to Variety, but he truſte& to the 
Bonds of Natufe to prevent an Acquain- 
tance of any nearer kind with the * 


(199) | 
Whether it was that Lady Frail had 
been abſolutely tired of Variety at Paris, 
or whether ſhe looked on Conftancy as 
a Thing ſo different from what ſhe had 
hitherto been acquainted with, that it 
might have the Charms of Variety for 
her; whether either of theſe, or what= 
ever elſe was the Motive of her ſhort 
Conſtancy to Lord B—, it vaniſhed at 
the Sight of a new Face, as uſual. . 
Mr. B — was extremely pleaſed * 
being one of ſo n 
complimented the Lady, as every body 
did who ſaw her; and ſhe as ſhe had al- 
ways been uſed to do, received his Com- 
liments as Addreſſes of Tendernefs: 
he Affinity of Blood would have kept 
1 for ever 2 une puts 
— was ſtrangely deceived in ſuppoſing 
her ve amen IP would be kept 
in bounds by obweb Confiderati- 
ons. She 8 every thing that was 
ſaid to her by Mr. B— with à Pleaſure 
that ſhe neither could, nor wiſhed to hide 3 
ſhe encouraged every Liberty he by De- 
grees began to oy with her, and led 
him, whether he would or not, into o- 
thers that he had not thought of: She 


A his Room one Day 
as 


K 4 
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Rs be was dreſſing: ſne had left Lord 
- ſafely engaged on the ſame Occa- 
in his own Apartment; and ſhe met 

her new Lover almoſt. as naked as he 

was — They. had ventured as far as 
an Embrace before; but an Embrace 
with almoſt no Cloaths between, . was 
lomewhat warmer than any thing they 
had felt. The Lady found it irreſiſt- 
able ; and. the firſt Step was made to- 

ward a very familiar Acquaintance. 

Lady Frail retired to her Apartment 
they were all going out together ; and ſhe 
hurried ſo heartily over the Buſineſs of 
dreſſing, to fave the Suſpicion of what 
had detained her when ſhould have 
ſet about it, that ſhe: was ready by that 
Time they were. 

If Lady Frail had before looked up- 
on the young Relation of her Lord's 
with ſomething more than common Eyes, 
the now could not ſuppreſs her Fondneſs 
of him, even before Lord B— himſelf. 
There was ſomething in him that had 
charmed her more than uſual, and ſhe 
who never had much Command of her 
Temper, or almoſt any Care of her Re- 
putation, now ſeemed to abandon both 


utmoſt . Tho Lord 
with the 3 
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B— IR this he would not believe there 
was any more than innocent Freedom in 
it: though they met in ſuch a manner 
on the tendereſt Occaſions, that he could 
not but miſs them always together 3-thio* 
when they came in afterwards, the 
conſcious Friumphi in her Face, and the 
Confuſion in his, would have ſpoke 
plainly enough to any body elſe the Oc- 
caſion; he would not believe there was 
very Servants hinted to him, that they 
ſaw it but he only anſwered with à Se- 
verity that ſtopped' their ee erer 
after about it. 
II all theſe Cireamfiatecirendil not 
have led bim to the Diſcovery, there 
was yet one more that might alone have 
done it: Her late Fondneſs for himſelf 
was over: ſhe was even uneaſy when the 
was alone with him: She would not take 
the Pains to conceal this: yet he would not 
believe his Senſes that he was abuſed] -/ + 
Lord HFrail had never thought of his Lady 
| with Tendernck after Diſeovtry 
he had made of her Treachery ; he did 
not wiſh her to be with bim as 4 Waite 
or a Companion; but he could not be 
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this notorious manner. The Story of 
ber abuſing Lord — his near Re- 
lation, was alſo in every Mouth; and her 

Huſband was ſo enraged at 
| It that he determined to take her away 
from Lord B, he did not de- 
termine how he "Thould I 
when he had done fo. — 

- He had made ſome Efforts nin 
it at different Times, ever fince he had 
returned this laſt Time from Franco; 
dut he now feemed more in earneſt in it. 
Lady Frail, if ſhe could have given up 
Lord =, could not bring herſelf to 
think of parting with her * Lover; 
the determined on ufing ſome Artifice to 
rid her of this Trouble from her Huſ- 
band, and ſhe determined to throw the 
Odum, though not the a — 
it on Lord -... 
She prepared for this two — 
by pretending a new Fit of Fondnefs for 
his Lordſhip; but he expected to find 
that ſomething more was meant by this; 
and determined for once to be upon his 
_ Guard againſt her. The Meſſages from 
ber Huſband were all carefully carried 
to his Lordſhip, and at the concluding 
Stroke, a very — One Was — 

C103 _ | Y 
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by * Contrivance, toherfelt/ while The 
was alone with him: She affected a 
Swoon upon the Occaſion + When ſhe 
was brought to her Senſes again, ſhe 
declared that ſhe would, indeed return to 
her Haſband; that ſhe had already given 
his Lordſhip too many Occaſions of Un- 
eaſineſs; that ſhe ſaw what was coming 
on at this tune, and was determined to 
revent that and every ſucceeding Shock, 
+ bearing; herſelf alone, what ſhe-had 
no Right to engage the Man in, Whole 

Love for her was his only Frailty. 
Lord B-— at any other — 
r to her Purpoſes by ſuch 
a Piece of Artifice as this; but he now 
ſuſpected her too much to pay any Re- 


gard to it, and was indeed ſo near being 
willing to part with her, that if ſhe had 


ig — it would a been no 


5 — — Scene herſelf," for 
chat he, ſhould, make no {Advances ta- 
ward mecting her in it. She burſt into 
Tears, and throwing her Arms en 
his Neck, I am. diſtracted, ſays ſhes 
hen I talk thus I can do any things 
bear any thing, rather than part with 
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nnd iche Lady was left to 


0 a Room, made little Uſe of, ke found 
ber in a very happy Situation with her 
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1 « you! Help me, my dear Lord, help 
mme to' deviſe ſome Method of gettin 

5. over this only Obſtacle to our etern 


Happineſs 
2 — ery ithis deeſted, a mn one — 


—— tlent even to this 9 
thr 

the Whole Scheme her own Way; ſhe 
ſtood muſing for ſome time, and ſtarting 
afterwards,” eried out with a pretended 
R I have thought of a Method: 
Let ſome Fellow be hired to be found 
in Bed with me; let my Servant wh 
< ſee it carry the Nes of it to my Huſ- 
band ; he will determine upon having 
© a Divorce: they ſhall be his Evidences, 


and we will be rid of him for ever.“ 


Lord 3. ſtarted in earneſt at the 
dſal : he retired to his with- 
out ſpeaking a Syllable. She had ma- 
naged her . of Fondneſs ſo well 
with him, that he began to be deeeived 
by her againſt even the Teſtimony of his 
Senſes: He returned in a few Minutes | 
to tell her his on her mad Pro- 
but he did not meet with her where 
had left her; and accidentally popping 
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new Lover, inſtead of that of pretended 
Anguiſh and Diſtreſs he had left her in. 
I he had before his Doubts; they 
were now ſufficiently cleared up to him. 
He ordered her to leaye his Houſe that 
Inſtant; his Relation had the Decency 
2 to expect the fame Fate, but 1 
camped without Ceremony; and hi 
Lordſhip's Reſolution was ſo firm, that 
he gave Orders to his Porter never to 
admit her again; nor to receive a Meſ- 
ſage, or even a Letter that he knew to 
_ Nn ber. | | 


"CHAPTER VII. bt 
La Frail attempts to get into Lord 


B in Houſe ene 5 
buct to Lord Frail. * 
AD Frail had he fter" forth Fo 
| Way to get the better of Lord 
2 Reſolutions, that the laughed 
at the Suſpicion of her not being recon- 
ciled to him again: She ſpent” four 
Days in a wild Scene of Rapture with 
the Sharer in her Diſgrace, and after 
this wearied with © Tranſport, ſhe took 
her Leave of him, W 


* fo 
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Lord B—$ to make up her Quarrel 
with him, 
The Porter who was a Creature of 
her own, would not be rigid in the Exe- 
cution of his Office; he told. her the 
Orders he had received from his Lord- 
ſhip's own Mouth ; he added, that he 
continued deſperately exaſperated againſt 
her; and after recommending his own 
Service to her Ladyſhip, if he ſhould 
e his Place by what he was doing, 
* her in without any Ceremony. 
Lord 5 — was alone in his Study 
writing Letters, the principal Buſinefs 
of moſt of which was the telling his 
Friends that he had parted with her La- 
ip. He had recollected in theſe Days 
of Abſence the thouſand Abuſes ſhe had 
thrown upon him; and as the moſt ex- 
ceſſive Love, when thoroughly offended, 
is the moſt implacable of all in its Re- 
ſentments, he was of all Men the moſt 
determinate now never to alter his Re- 
folutions. | 
Lady Frail burſt into o the Room, and 
in an Inſtant threw berſelf at his Feet. 
Have I lived, ſays ſhe, to fee the 
Time, when after four Days Abſence, 


* Lord B— does not wiſh to ſee me 
© lown 


029 
1 own all my Crimes; I own | 
* have been all unpardonable, becauſe 
© they were committed againſt ſuch in- 
© finite Obligations; but you who have 
*. pardoned them all, will not ſure give 
© me up in the aft over can, or ever 
* will be guilty of. I don't aſk, con- 
© tinued ſhe, with great Farneſtneſs and 
* drowned in Tears, I do not aſk to 
© be received into your Bed till you ſhall 
be convinced that I deſerve it; but 
let me not be caſt out of your Houſe ;. 
© Jet me have your Company on any 
Conditions Make me your Servant 
Make me any ching; z only do not quite 
* diſcard me——? 
She would have gone on, but Lord 
N who had continued unmoved all 
this Fime, rung the Bell: he ordered 
the Porter to ſhew her Ladyſhip the 
Door ; and then to give up his Office, 
for having admitted her into it. Lady 
Frail ſaw it was in vain to plead againſt 
ſuch unalterable Reſolution, and without 
turning an Eye toward him again, went 
from him for ever. | 
A new Scheme of Life was now. be- 
fore her, and ſhe was by no Means pre- 
e bow co behave in it: She got into 


a gen- 


(_ 208. ) 
a. «.genteel Apartment, and before ſhe ap- 


peared any where in public, ſhe wrote 


to every one of her former Gallants who 
were in Town, to tell them he Hoke: | 


be glad to fee them. 


When Misfortunes are coming upon 
any body, they ſeldom fall ſingly; ſhe” 
ſaw every Man ſhe ſent to; but ſhe had 
determined very reſolutely to play the 
Fool with none of them till ſhe ſhould be- 
well ſettled for a with ſome 
one; and ſhe found not one of them wil- 
ling to play the Fool with her on theſc- 
Conditions... Here was a Shock ſhe little 
had expected ever to have found ; ſhe flew- 
to her Glaſs. © Am I grown old ?. Am 

grown ugly? — but if I am fixty, tis 


it no matter: there is. {till one Man = 


* whom I ſhould be good enough if old. 
« and ugly : ILAy co him; and as he is 


5 the only Man of my Acquaintance whom 
© I have not furfeited with ith Fondnef:, he 
© is the only one who has any thing to 
c . tempt him, I find, to continue with me.“ 
. The Reſolution was no ſooner taken 

it was executed: She wrote a very 


ꝑenitent and. tender Letter to her Hui- 


band, telling him ſhe had a great deah 
ig ſay to him, and intreating that ſhe, 
might 
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might ſee him inſtantly, Every body 
had heard both of the Manner of her 
Ladyſnip's leaving Lord B—'s Houſe, 


and of the Occaſion of it. If Lord 


Frail would at another Time have 
obeyed a Summons- of this kind, too 
much Infamy now attended it, to let it 
be poſſible for him to ſubmit to it. He 
ſent Word that he could not wait on her; 
and determined it as the only Courſe he 
could take with Honour entirely to give 
her up. _ +4 | 

Her Ladyſhip, when ſhe received the 
Refuſal, took no farther Notice of it 
than as it informed her he was at home : 
She ordered her Chair directly to his 
Houſe, and when he very little expected 
it, entered the Room where he was: 
She threw herſelf at his Feet with the 
ſame pretended Penitence and Reſolu 


tion of Amendment, with which ſhe had 


before attacked Lord B : Her Huſ- 
band knew ſomething leſs of her than 
that Lover did, and he beheved her ; 
he raiſed her from her Knees with 
great Tenderneſs, told her he had for- 
got that he had ever had Reaſon to 
be diſpleaſed with her; and added 
every Endearment that could * 
ads. = + r 
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her his Reconciliation was unfeigned and 
immutable. — ; | 

'It was not proper the World ſhould 
immediately know what Change had 
happened in Lord FraiPs Family. The 
Servants were ordered to be filent as to 

her Ladyſhip's being in the Houſe ; and 
ten Days were ſpent in Retirement, in 
which the Lady played her Part ſo very 
well, that Lord Frail, who thought it 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould return again into 
ber ill Courſe of Life, determined to 
appear in public with her, and to acknow- 
2 to the whole World his Reconci- 
lat nd his Happineſs in it. 
| had ſoon known of Lady Frais 
being received at home, though her Lord 

did not ſuppoſe it; and every body but 

his Lordſhip's Self foon ſaw that the Con- 
ſequence of it would be an additional | 

Scene of Infamy to him: She had | 

been thoroughly mortified by her late 
Diſappointments, and had ſeen fo much 
unexpected Indifference from her warm- 
eſt Lovers, that ſhe had entered her 
Huſband's Doors with a thorough Con- 
tempt of the Sex ; and while ſhe had 
lived ſhut up with him, had been fo | 
well ſatisfied with the Tranquillity ant | © 
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unaltered Happineſs of a Life of Inno- 
cence, that ſhe had perſuaded even her- 
{elt to believe ſhe ſhould never part from 
it again. 

Reſolutions farmed in the Abſence of 
the Objects that ſhould be the Occaſion 
of breaking them, ſtand but upon a very 
tottering Foundation. Though Lady 
Frail was much in earneſt about giv- 
ing up Mankind, at a Time when ſhe 
was locked up from them, the thought 
ſomewhat otherwiſe when ſhe got among 
them again. Her firſt Appearance was 


at the 
the Boxes, and under them in 
the Pit was an old Intimate of his Lord - 
ſhip's, F— C. Lord Frail talked a 
good deal to him during the Evening. 
= the Lady who had not fallen very 
deſperately in Love with him for his 
Figure, was much pleaſed however with 
his ; Addreſs and Manner, as ſhe joined in 
ſome of their Converſations. 

The Company who knew * Cs 


Character, gave up herLadyſhip for loſt, 


as ſoon as they faw them in Converſati- 


on together: the Lady was not without 


ſomewhat of the ſame Opinion, and 7 
COST aſſured of it as * 4 


t Lord Frail was with her 


- 
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had been already over. Only Lord Frai} 
was blind to it : he invited his Friend F— 
C home to ſup with them, and from 
that Moment they became- the moſt in- 
timate of all People in the World. Lady 
Frail's natural Inconſtancy had begun 
to work upon her very early in this At- 
fair; but her late ill Succeſſes had deter- 
mined her to ſo much Caution in the 
Step ſhe ſhould take toward her Intent, 
that a Week had paſſed, and nothing been 
the Conſequence of the utmoſt poſſible 
good Inclination on both Sides. 
The World would not believe quite 
| ſo well of the Matter as it deſerved : 
Every body ſaw J— C— always at Lord 
FraiÞs; every body knew-it could not 
be Lord Frail that he viſited ; and add 
to this, that 1 know he was a 
Man who had not a great deal of Time | 
to ſpare for any ſingle Intrigue ; and it | 
was upon the whole pretty plain they 
thought what would be the Conſequence 
of an Attack of ſuch a Man upon a r N 
of ſuch a Character. 0 
Neither of them went any where i into | 
Company, but they found it was uni- 
verſally underſtood, that the beſt- natured 
Things in the World had paſſed between 
2 54 them. 
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The Lady could not bear to ſuf- 
ſer the Scandal; * at the ſame Time, 
deny herſelf the Sage ien of deſerving 


them. 


it: : She came to a very ſudden Reſolu- 
tion in Favour of her Lover; and as he 
waited on her home that very Evening, 
told him ſhe would ſtop a Moment at 
his Lodgings by the Way. 
The Conſeq 3 this Step was an 
oſſibility = her keeping Terms 
4 Prudence any longer: People who 
had known ſo 8 of the differentSexes, 
could not be pleaſed, without being ex- 
ceſſively pleaſed with one another. "They 
grew deſperate, under the Neeſlity of 
their R tz and in two Days, took 
Care his Lordſhip- ſhould. be as Wel in- 
formed of what had paſſed as a Man could 
who had not ſeen it. Lord Frail, who 


had perſuaded. himſelf from the Behavi- 
our of his Lady, immediately after their 
© Reconciliation, that her Reſolutions were 
JJ unalterable, and that he was of all Men 
in che World the moſt aſſured of his 
wWife's future Innocence, was diſtracted, 
vhen he diſcovered this unhappy Fall 
from it: 

her for it; he threw that whole Cen- 
ſure po his falſe Friend, whoſe Inti- 


he rather pitied than blamed. 


macy 
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macy with him had given him Oppor- 
tunities with her that no other Man could 
have had; and whoſe Art and Addreſs 
he knew to be equal to the Taſk of fe- 
- ducing almoſt any Woman he ſhould 
think it worth while to attempt. 

Fe called upon the Man who had 
injured him, to give him the only 

roper Satisfaction; and at the ſame 
Inſtant, wrote to his Lady, to tell her 
be was convinced of the baſe Meaſures 


that had been taken to ſeduce her; and 


that he was willing to ſte her imme- 
: diately, to hear her own Account of it. 
The Letters were both diſpatched to 
Cs Lodging, where he knew his un- 
happy Wie at that Time was: She 
received both of the Servant; ſhe eaſily 
gueſſed the Purpert of that to her Lover, 
but ſhe took Care he ſhould never know 
of it; and putting the other into his 


Hand, told him, with great Tender- 


neſs, +] am happy, deareſt C, 

* that 1 have a Sacrifice to make of 

ou; carry me where you will this 
Moment. 

| a Lover in 23 8 at her n! 

ntempt of every 

Thing in (inte ona on his — 

too 
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took her away immediately into che 
Country; and Lord Frail, after wait- 


ing three Hours with the utmoſt Im 


tience, for the Reſult of Letters of ſo 
much Importance to him, received for 
Anſwer to a ſecond Letter to his La- 
dy, that ſhe and her Lover had ſet out 
for the Country together, on the Mo- 
ment of their receiving his former. 

His, favourable Opinion of his unhap- 
py Wife ſtill urged him to put the moſt 
forced Conſtructions upon every Thing 
that could make it appear leſs her Crime 
than the Lover's. Inſtead of repreſent- 
ing to himſelf the Baſeneſs of her throw- 
ing herſelf into.the Arms of another, at 
the Inſtant when he was making her ſo 
generous an Offer of a Reconciliation 
he perfuaded himſelf, that C. had 
forced het away with him againſt her 
Will; and he determined on the moſt ter- 
rible Vengeance againſt him. The Re- 
tirement our happy Party had choſen 
was as ſecret a one, as the World almoſt. 
could have furniſhed ; bat the indefati- 
gable 1 of Lord Frail diſcover- 
ed it. no ſooner knew where they 


were, than he determined on following 
them, and did it in ſuch a —_— 
t 


7 0 1 
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that if he had taken as much Pains to 
conceal this, as to make the Diſcovery, 
he had doubtleſs fallen in with them very 
unexpectedly. - . - r 

Though they had not been able to 
evade bis Inquiries, they had however 
| Intelligence early enough, of his Reſo- 

lutions, to get out of his Way : they 
retired to a much greater Diſtance than 
they had been at before; and from this, 
after a few Days ſtill farther: Lord 
Frail full of his firſt Reſentment, found 
them out every where, purſued them at 
the Heels in all their Retreats ; and was 
in the laſt Attempt ſo cloſe upon their 
Backs, as they were getting away, 
that they ſaw an Hour more of Day- 
Light, would have brought him to ſur- 
priſe them. 

They found there was no ſtanding it | 
againſt To reſolute a Search, and mutual- 
ly. agreed, that it was. neceſſary they 
ſhould ſeparate. The Lady perhaps ne- 
ver did it fo unwillingly with any of her 
former Favourites; but ſuch Means had 
been uſed, to prevent their going out 
of the Kingdom together; and ſo gene- 
ral a Cry was after them, wherever they 
n in it, that no Poſſibility ap- 

peared 


[ 
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ared on any Side of their ſtanding it, 
bats Day longer. | REM 
Under thoſe Circumſtances it was re- 
ſolved, to bear the Shock of parting. 
The Lover, who though not afraid of 
the laſt Effects of a Quarrel between Men 
of Honour, yet had no Stomach to enter 
the Liſts againſt a Man for whom he 
was vaſtly an Overmatch, and that in 
a Cauſe in which to have ſucceeded 
would have been worſe than to have been 
conquered, embarked alone for Calais. 
The Lady, who miſunderſtood her Huſ-' 
band's indefatigable Search of her, ſo 
far as to ſuppoſe it the Effect of an avow- 
ed Vengeance on herſelf, as well as on 
the Partner of her Joys, retired private- 
ly to London, flew to the Houſe of a 
diſcarded Servant of Lord N. -s, and 
was loſt to the World for three Days. 
Lord B— neither knew it, nor wiſhed 
to know it: He had recovered, with in- 
finite Difficulty, the Tranquility he had 
long teſt; and continued to find in the 
| FriendMip he enjoy'd with Mr. C 
Pleaſure, if not ſo exceſſive, at leaſt much 
more rational, than that of a Love, too 
honeſt and general for the Subject it 
had been directed to. | 
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ber Ladyſhip's oppoſite Neighbours, 
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"CHAPTER VIII. 


The Lady falls in the Way of a Military 


HE Perſon to whoſe Houſe Lady 
| Frail had retired on this unlucky 
Occaſion, lived in an obſcure Paſſage, 
where the only Proſpect from her 
Window was the Back of a Stable; and 
where the Face of the only Creature that 
could give her Pleaſure, mortal Man, 
did 'not appear once in a Fortnight. 
Wearied to Death with this Impriſon- 
ment, but dreading to ſet herſelf at Li- 
berty, ſhe was one Morning ſtanding in 
a thoughtful Poſture at the Window, 
when Captain ****, whoſe Horſes were 


called at the Stable to ſee them. His 
Eye was no ſooner turned towards the 
Lady's Window, than her Face was 
covered with a Glow of Pleaſure and 
Confuſion ; ſhe did not know him, nor 
had the Obſcurity of the dirty Window 
ſiffered him to diſcove; who ſhe was: 
he only ſaw a genteel Figure of a Wo- 
| Figure 
could 


4 . : 
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could be inſuch a Place, on no Occaſion 
but one; he made no Ceremony of ſt 
ing over the Way; and as the Door had 
no eleganter a faſtening than a Latch, 
from which a String hung on the Out- 
ſide, he opened it without knocking, 
and without aſking any Queſtions ran * 
Stairs. 

When he entered the Room, whod 
was his Aftoniſhment to find who it 
was he had met with, Lady Frail! crys 
he, with an Amazement not to be de- 
ſcribed, what can have brought you 
hither ?— ; but I won't aſk that; only 
give me Permiſſion to be the Means of 
carrying you out of ſo ſtrange a Scene 

of Diſagreeubleneſs. * 

The Lady did not pretend to have ſo 
much as a Mind to refuſe him: He left 
her for half an Hour, and at the End of 
that Time returned, and conducted her 
to ſome genteel Lodgings in St. James's 
Street. The Lady did nor think it pro- 
per to fright another Lover from her, 

by putting him in Mind of the Terrors 
ſhe was in about her Huſhand : She 
never explained to him the Reaſon of 
her being where he found her. She was 


very happy in the Company of a gay 
L 2 agree- 
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agreeable Fellow; and had no more In- 
clination than himſelf to any other Plea- 
ſure for three or four Days. 
At the End of this Time the Captain 
found it neceſſary to call upon ſome 
Friends at St. James's Coffce-houſe. 
He ſuppoſed he had been ſecret beyond 
even a Suſpicion in his Retirement with 
Lady Frail ; but he found his whole 
Afair with her was fo perfectly known 
to every body. he met with, that it was 
idle to think of denying it. The Lady 
he found had now arrived to that Height 
of Reputation for - Intrigue, that if a 
young Fellow was miſſed for two or 
three Days, and her Ladyſhip was not 
ſeen for the ſame Time, there was no 
doubt of their being together. Lord 
_ Frail had been early informed of her be- 
with this Gentleman ; he had even 
been told where they lodged, and had 
been offered to be conducted to them; 
But the Reaſons of his Purſuit of her 
were now over: He ſaw ſhe was as 
abandoned as ever; that it was in vain 
to attempt teclaiming her; and that he 
had no Way to be at Peace in his own 


Prouſt or to avoid the Contempt of the 
| | whole 
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whole World, but to give her up en- 
tirely. ; 121 
The Brother Officers of our Heroine's 
new Gallant had no Mind he ſhould keep 
her to himſelf : they looked on her as a 
Kind of public Good, and thought the 
ſecreting her to private Uſe an unwarran- 
table Monopoly. They pleaded hard 
for his bringing her among them ; they 
told him her expenſive Way of Living 
would ruin him before he knew where 
he was, if he gave into the Thought of 
ſupporting her alone; but that if he 
would be at the Expence of her Lodg- 
ings, and give them all Leave to viſit 
her, they would allow him a Right of 
2 in all Diſputes, and would eaſe 
him of any farther Trouble on her Ac- 
count. 

The exalted Ideas the Lover had of 
his Miſtreſs's Delicacy, her Pride, and 
ten thouſand other fine Things ſhe 
was never poſſeſſed of, made him ſtart 
wildly at the Propofal ; nor indeed had 
he had quite enough. of her yet him- 
ſelf, to be willing to put up with the 
twelfth or fifteenth. Share of her : He 
treated the Propoſal with the utmoſt 


Contempt ; was not a little proud of 
; oof Sg pro - 4 
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de Lady's icular Attachment to his 


Perſon; and in fine carried the roman- 
tic Ideas of the Senſe he had of his Con- 
nection with her to ſuch an extravagant 
Height, that when one of the Company 
aſked him if he was willing they ſhould 
get her, if they could perſuade her to it, 
he found it impoſſible to go back, and, 
with a forced Freedom, deſired they would 
try, that they might be convinced how 
1nfinitely they were miſtaken in her. 
He had no Idea of their putting a 
thing of ſuch Conſequence upon ſo ſpeedy 
an Iſſue ; nor indeed had he any Sol. 
picion that they could have ſucceeded 
againſt him at any Rate. He had de- 
termined, as ſoon as he ſaw her next, to 
tell her how cheap ſhe was held among 
them, and doubted not but he ſhould by 
this rouſe a Reſentment in her, that would 
be an unfurmountable Obſtacle in the 
Way of any Attacks on their Part. It 
was eaſy for the Party to gueſs his Intent 
by his broken Sentences about the Diſ- 
dain they would meet with from him, if 
they purſued their Plan; and it was as 
eaſy to obviate the unfair Means he 
intended to uſe againſt them. One of 
the Party was pitched upon to write to 


wd 4.4 * her 
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her on the Subject immediately; and 
the Lover was compelled in a Mannet 
to ſtay Dinner. with them at the Coffee» 
houſe. An empty Chair was left at the 
Head of the Table as they fat down; 
and before op were well cated, Lady 
Frail ap to fill it. 

The Lover was thunder - ſtruck at the 
Sight: The Company beſide were exceſ- 
ſively happy. The Gentleman who had 
wrote to her, called allthe People preſent 
to witneſs the Truth of the Account ſhe 
had received from him by Letter, of her 
Lord's having given her intirely up; and 
the Lover ſoon ſaw that ſhe was no longer 
a Part of his Family. Nothing could 
be ſo happy, nor any thing indeed ſcarce 
quite ſo abandoned as the Life Lady 
Frail lived in for many Weeks with this 
jovial Party. She had never had any 
great Senſe of what the World calls 
Shame, or if ſhe had, it was now at an 
End, by her giving herſelf up, as hav- 
ing ſuffered all ſhe could in her Reputa- 
tion. She dined publickly with them 
every Day at the Coffee-bouſe ; and the 
friendly Knot of Rivals always drew 
Lots, or threw Dice for the Determina- 
tion of who ſhould go home with * 
| 0 
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No earthly Bleſſing can laſt for ever. 
In the Midſt of the perfect Content om 
on all Parts, that was the Conſequence 
of this happy Conjunction. Some trouble- 


- ſome People on Yother Side the Water 


made it neceſſary for our Officers to 
change the Scene for Flanders. It was 
with real Regret of all Sides, that they 
parted ; and the Lady found herſelf once 
more turned adrift to hunt her Fotune. 


CHAPTER IX. 


A Vifit to a Grove. — A very wnexpefed 
_ Return ta London. | 


ADT Hail, during her fre- 
L quent Viſits at St. Famess Cof- 
fee - houſe had often thrown. a good - na- 
tured Look at Lord D—, who fre- 
quented the Houſe. She had not miſſed 
obſerving, that his Lordſhip was not diſ- 
pleaſed with it; and ſhe had now long 
ſince ſet him down. as a Man ſhe might 
eommand, if at any time ſhe ſhould 
kave Occaſion for him. The Time- of 
her late Friends embarking for Flanders 


* 
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was a Seaſon when moſt People were out 
of Town: Lord D—— was of that 
Number ; .but nothing was ſo eaſy as 
to make him a Viſit. She ordered her 
Equipage to a Grove, and ſent in her 
Requeſt to Lord D—, that they might 
fe. the Houſe. His Lordſhip ealily ,, 
gueſſed the Intent of the Expedition ; he 
invited her to dine with him; kept her 
till it was too late to return; and! in fine, 
a little Perſuaſion ſerved to prevail ws 
her to lengthen her Viſit, 

Lady #rail was now arrived at ſuch a 
Period 2 Life, at ſuch a Turn of Diſ- 
poſition, and at ſo notorious a Reputa- 
tion, that it was eaſier for a Lover to be 
tired of her Ladyſhip, than for her 
Ladyſhip to be tired of a Lover. Lord 
D——, after about ten Days, began to 
find the Symptoms of Diſtaſte grow up- 
on him very faſt; he made many very 
broad Signs to put the Lady in Mind, 
that he had not expected ſo long a Viſit 
from her; but her Ladyſhip was ſo well 
ſituated, that ſhe did not ſee where ſhe 
ſhould make a Change for the better, 
and therefore ſhe did not chuſe to under- 
ſtand him. Four Days had paſſed with 


innumerable Overtures on this Matter, 
all 


* 
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all diſregarded; and the Lady had at 
laſt flown to her old Reſort, a pretended 
Increaſe of Fondneſs for his Lordſhip's 
Perſon; when he found there was but 
one Way to get off, which he put in 
practice the next Morning. He ſet out 
for London before her Ladyſhip was up; 
and though he left her in Poſſeſſion of the 
Houſe, he had taken Care to leave ſuch. 
Orders with the Servants as ſhould render 
it not very ible to her. She ſtaid. 
about > Wee after him, in ſpite of all 
the Contempt ſhe ſaw ſhe was treated 
with, and at the End of that Time re- 
turned to London. 

+ It was not difficult for her Ladyſhip 
now to fee that ſhe was no longer that 
Mol of the World ſhe had uſed to 
think herſelf. She made a thouſand 
Attempts in Town to fix herſelf with a 
new Lover, but all in vain 2 She found 
every body had at length deſerted her, 


and ſhe determined to follow the only 
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Farty in the World that had not given 
her a Proof of it. 

When a Woman begins to fall in the 
| Opinion of the World, how dreadfully 
_ is the whole Cataſtrophe! 5 
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following a Camp to Handers was a Step 
which a fewMonths before no body could 
have ſuppoſed Lady Sail capable of; 
but alas! what muſt be her Senſe of 
her own Decline, when ſhe found, 
that even under theſe e 
Men could avoid, inſtead of ſeekin 
when ſhe ſaw the Set of Officers a 
once made ſo happy, break up their Or- 
dinary, to be rid of her Company at it. 

She returned to England, to London, to 
her Huſband. She would neither live 
from him, nor ſubmit to a Reconcilia- 
tion with him. She continued to throw 
herſelf in the Way of new Lovers, and 
ſhe continued to ſee every body avoid 
her. In Deſpair ſhe at length fixed up- 
on what her own Sex had before held 
in as high Contempt as the other now 
held herſelf; and — the Tables upon 
the World, by finding Charms in him 
which even the moſt — of her 
former Lovers had never come up to. 
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O W ende 1 of my fair readers, © M * 

to recommend to them an old-faſhioned yinues. 
called prudence, I ſhall devote the following ſtory. 
If the ſtory I am go!vg to tell them ſhould delerye- - 
their approbation, they are to- thank ihe huſband = 
and wife from whom I had it, and who are. cfirous,, 
this day, of being ihe readers of their owa adven-. - 
tures. a 

An cttntoritcithing' in the Ci ity of Laid wha 2 

real name I (hall conceal under that of Wilſon, 1 2 
married to a lady of ecbſiderable fortune, and moe 
merit. They lived happily together for ſome years,. - 
with nothing to diſturb them but the want of chile © 
dren, The buſband, who ſaw bimſclf_richer every | 
day, grew impatient for an heir; and, zs time rather 
leſſened than increaſed the hopes of one, he became 
by degrees indifferent, and at laſt. averſe to his wife. 
Tho? this change in his affections was the heavieſt ® 
afllidion to her; yet ſhe reproached bim only with ber 
tears, and ſeldom wich thoſe, but when u e 
i and ge made her unable to reſtrain hem 7 
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A 
ann. maxim with ſome married — thar 
"i tears of a wife are apt te waſh away pity from Bec 
the heart of a huſband, * Mr Wilſon: will. pardon me 
I rank- him, at that time, among theſe philoſopbers,- | 
| He bad lately hired a lodging in the country, at 2 ih 
mall diſtance from town, whither he uſually retired to 
| in the evening, to avoid (as he called Ir) the perſe- JF lh 
|”  cutions of his wiſe. fo 
Ia this cruel ſeparation, and whhoud e 4 
me paſſed away a twelvemonth, ſeldom ſeeing him 
bot when boſmeſs required his attendance at home, «? 
- 8nd never ſleeping with him. At the end of which «+ 
* me, however, his behaviour, in appearance, grew (% 
inder; he faw her oftner, and degan to (peak to J 
with tenderneſs and compaſſion. — IX £0 
One morning, after he had raken an obliging leave. " if 
I 1 to paſs. the day at his country lodging, ſhe u 
= paid vilit to a friend at the other end of the town IF «+ 
= #nd ſtopping in her way home at  thread-ſhop in a 
== bye ſtreet near St James's, ſhe ſaw Mr Wilſon croſ- . 
lig the way, and afterwards knocking at the door 
_ of genteel houſe over againſt her, which was open- 
ed by a ſervant in livery, and immediately ſnut with 
. out a word being ſpoken. As the manner of bis en- 
__ france, and her not knowing he had an acquaintance 
in the ſlreet, a litile alarmed her, (he inquired at ie 
thopwoman if ſhe knew. the gentleman who lived | 
is the oppoſite houſe, 4 You have juſt ſeen, him po | 
in, Madam?“ replied the Women. His name is. 
1 Roberts, and a mighty good gentleman, they ſay he: 
we is. His lady”-—Ar thoſe words Mrs, Wilſon chang» 
ed colour; and interrupting her—*« His lady, Ma- 
— N thanghet that— Will * give me. a glafs of 
IS | « water r 


* 


ear ease erer 


"I. * — 
G ®. 


but his name is Roberts, yeu-ſay; Is he a married wi 5 
man The happieſt in the world, Madam,” re. 
tor ned the woman ; be is wender fully fond of chi- 
uren; and “io his great joy bis lady is. now lying in- 


have it, for ſaving a ſecond doſe of hartſhorn be 


n This walk has C5. ure . 


. 2 glaſs of water —I am quite faint and ſatigued“ 


Irhe good woman of the ſhop ran herſelf for ibe 


S water, and by. the additional help of fome hartſhora | 
that was at hand Mrs Wilſon became in appearance, - 

'# roterably compoſed. She then looked aver the threads 

Z ſhe wanted, and having defirtd a coach wight be ſent 


for, © I believe ſaid ſhe; / you were quite- frightened * | 
to ſee me look ſo pale; but I had walked 2 great 


ay, and ſhould certainly have fainted if 1 had not 
e ſtepped into your ſnop But you were talking of ' - 


* 


the gentleman over the way -I fancied I knew hmm 


of her firſt child, which is to be chrĩſtned this even · 


ing; and as fige a boy; they ſay it is; avever was: | 


«-ſeen.* - At this moment, as good + fortune would 


coach that was ſent for came to the door; into which : 
Mrs Wilſon immediately ſtept, after beſuatiag an 
apology for the trouble ſhe had given q and in which + 
coach we (hall leave her to return home, in an agony / 
of grief which -berfclf has 101d. me ſhe was never T 
able to · deſeride. 

The eaders of this kite hiſtory have deen eine: 250 
ed that Mr Wilſon hade country lodging, to- which 
he way ſuppofed to ſetire almoſt every evening ſiuee 
his diſagreement wid his wife; but, in fact, it was 
to his houſe near St Jones's dba be conſtantly vet.. 
n 1 25 Want hired the lodgings, aboue menubned. 1 
W 422 * A dor. . 
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5 Ss from nds motive than merely to ſbun bl 
Os The occaſion. wes this: : 
As be was ſavntering one day through the ird. 
458 Walk in the Park, be ſaw a young woman (tt. } 
ing alone vpon one of the benches, who though plein. 
ly, was neatly dreſſed, and whoſe air and manner 
diſtinguiſhed ber from the lower claſs of women. He x 
I” wdrew-nexer to her without being perceived, and for ff 15 
i her countenance, which beauty and innocenee . 1 

| dorned, the molt compoſed melancholy: that can be 
| - +» itmegined. - He ſlood looking at her for ſome time; 1 
; x which the, at laſt, perceiving, ſtarted from her feat iN | 
„in ſome confuſion, and endeavoured to avoid him, 
l © __-.Tbe ſesr of loſing her gave him courage to ſpeak to * 
| © her. He begged pardon for diſturbing her, and ex- 

| _-cvſed his euriofity by ber extreme beauty, and be 

5 = nat that was mixed with it. 

! is obſerved by a very wile author, whoſe name 
E KY deer I forget, that a woman's heart is never "ay 1 
du full of affliction tur a Hule flattery will inn 
. * ddſte iiſelf into 3 corner of it; and as Wilſon was 2 
nan dſome fellow, with an eaſy addreſs, the lady was 3 
(eon perfuaded to replece herfelf upon the bench, 
0d io admit him at ber ſide. Wilſen, who was 1 
zeally heart ftruck, made a thouſand proteſtations f 1 

__ efteery and friendſhip, conjuring her to tell him i 
nis fortune or ſervices could coatridute to ker. happi- Þþ 
© nels, and vowing never io leave her till ſhe made os 3 
| ech zisted with the cauſe. of ber contern. 
Here a ſhort paule eaſued; and ater: a deep G bl | 
| _ and» Aream of tears, the lady began thus? - | 
F £ 4 , Sic, you ate the gentleman your appearance 
: heals we 9 I hall thank Heaven ibat L have 
1 foun 
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you. Im the unfortunate widow of an officer who 


was killed at Dittingen. As he was only a lieutenant, 
and his commiſſion all his fortune, I married-him a- 
gainſt a mother's conſent, for-which the has diſclaim- 
ed me. How I loved him, or be me, I ſhall forbear 
to mention, though I am ugable to forget. At my 
return to England (for | was the conſtant follower of 
his fortunes) I obtained, with fome difficulty, the al- 
lowance of a ſubaltern's widow, and took lodgings 
at Chelſea. | 
in this retirement I wrote to my mother, a. ð 
quainting her with my Joſs and poverty, and defir- 


| ing her forgiveneſs for my diſobedience; but the cru- 


el anſwer I received from her determined me, at all 
events, not to trouble her again. 

| « lived upon this ſlender allowance with all me 
2inable thrift, tl an old officer, a ſriend of my huſ- 
band, diſcovered me at church, and made me a viſit. 
To this gentleman's bounty I have long been iadebt. 
ed for an annuity of twenty pounds in. quarterly 
payments. As he was punctual in theſe payments, 
FF which were always made me the morning they be- 


39 came due, and yeſterday being quarter day, I won- 


dered Letver ſaw him, nor beard from him. Early 
= this morning I walked from Chelſea 10 inquire for 


7 him at his lodgings in Pall Mall; but how ſhall I tell 
vou, Sir, the news I learnt there? This, friend l 


this generous and diſintereſted friend! was killed 
yeſterday in a duel in Hyde Park” She ſtopt here t0 
give vent to a turrent of tears, and then proceeded.-: 
Alas ſo ſlunned at this intelligence that 1 knew 
not whether to go, Chance more ihan choice brought 
| 0 this place ; where, af 1 hate found a tee. 5 

lad I Foe tor 


(6275 | 
r indeed, Sir, 1 have need of one — 1 (hall 

n it the happieſt aecident of my-life.” 

The widow ended her ſtory, which was frerally 
true, in fo engaging and intereſfing a manner, that 
Wilſon was gone an age in love in a few minutes: 
He thanked ber for the confidence ſhe had placed in 
him, and ſwore never to deſert her: He then requeſt» 

cd the honour of attending her home, te which he 
_ readily eonſented, walking with him to Buckiogh-@- |! 
Beate, where a. coach was called, which conveyed them 
80 Chelſea. Wilfon dined with her that day, aud 
won lodgings in the fame houſe, calling bimſelf 
Roberts, and a ſingle men. Theſe were the lodgings 
Fh ve mentioned before; where, by unboundcd ge- 
neroſity and conſtant affidnities, be triumphed, ia a 

- few-:weeks; over the honour of this fair widow. 
I all op a moment here to caution thoſe vir- 
tuous widows who are my readers wgainſt too haſty 
5 a.ditdelicf of this event. H they pleaſe to conſider the 
Fuation of this lady, wich poverty to alarro, grati- 
tod to incite, and a+ handſome fellow to inflame, . 
they will allow that, ia a world near fix thouſand ; 
years old, one ſuch inſtance of frailty, even ia a. 
young and beautiful widow, may pollibly ve wr 
penned, But to go on- with my ſtory. 

The eſſects of this intimacy were ſoon viſible. in 
te lady's hape; a cireumſtanee that greatly-added 
> tw the happiness of Wilſon, He detetmined io te- 

move het to town; and accordingly took the houſe - 

- wear IT James's, where. Mrs Wilton had ſeen bim 

enter, and. where his Miſtreſs, who paſſed in- de 
| marine for his wife, at that time lay is. 

_ now — Wilſon, whom we det in 

| In? 
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that her conſtitution was good, and ber refolutiots 
equal to it ;*for ſhe has often told me, that ſhe paſe 
ſed the night of that day in a condition little better 
han madneſs. 

In the morning her huſband aenneds and; as his 
heart was happy; and without ſuſpicisns-of a diſed- 
very, he was more than uſually complaifant to her. 
she received his civilities with her accuſtomed . cheer. 
fulneſs; and, finding that buſineſs would detain bim 
in the City for ſome hours, ſhe detetmined, what- 
ever diſtreſs it might occaſion her, to pay att imme» 
diate viſit to his miſtreſs, and to wait there till ſue 
faw him. For this purpoſe ſhe ordered a cozch te 
be called, and in her handſomeſt undreſs, 40d with 


: | the moſt compoſed countenance, ſhe drove directly 


* | 
PIR z0ing to "A own 3 in au e 
aiſery of deſpait and jealouſy, It was happy for het 


to the hovſe, She inquired at the door if Mr Roberts 


„ ves within; and being anſwered no, but that be 


„ diaed at home, ſhe asked after his lady, and if he 


„„ was well enough” to fee company; adding thut, as 
Ine came a grest way, and had buſtaefs with Ms 
Roberts, ſhe ſhould be glad to wait for him in ber 
hdy's apertment. The ſervant rap immediately up 
ſtairs, and as quickly returned with a meſſage from 
bis miſtreſe, that he would be glad to fee her. 


totally forſook her, and that ſhe followed the ſervant | 


with her knees knocking together, and a face paler 
than death, She entered the room where the lady 
Las fitting, without remembering on what errand ſhe 
18 but the aht of fo moch beauty, and the e. 


| 

: 

Vichſtanding the reſolution ſhe had taken, her ſpirits 
) 


-—— 


* 


Mrs Wilſon confeſſes that, at this moment, not- | 


2 ; 


Ks \ 


8 


| and every one baſied in aſſiſting the ſtrangery but 
moſt of all the miccreſs, who was indeed of a humane | 
* diſpoſition, and who, perbaps, had other thoughts to 


2 160 J | 

wo that adorned it, brought every thing to her 

thoughts, and left her with no other power than to 

fling herſelf into a chair, from fich ſhe inſtantly 

fell to the ground in a fainting fit. XJ 
The whole houſe was alarmed upon this occaſi ion, 


diſturb her chan the mere feelings of humanity. In tro. 


did, ſbe felt herſelf relapſing into a ſecond fit. It was 
now ſhe exerted all the courage ſhe was miſtreſs of, 


1.1 


woman, and deſerve to be happy in the beſt of huſ- 


.. anfwered Mrs Roberts, with ſome emotion, © had 
you heard any thing of me?” „ That you were 


a few minutes, however, and with the proper appli- a 
_ cations, Mrs Wilſon began to recover. She looked 
round her with amazement at firſt, not reeolleting 


ber relief, enabled her (when the ſervants were with- 
pe 3 to begin as follows. 


bod ſubject to theſe firs ; but will never again be the 
- occaſion of trouble in this houſe. You pre a lovely 


— 


gone from me, Fe is not unknown to Mr Roberts, 
though unfortunately I am. It was for his advice 
ord aſſiſtance that I made this viſit ; and not finding 


where ſhe was; but ſecing herſelf ſupported by ber 
rival, to whole care ſhe was ſo much - obliged, and 
who, in the tendereſt diſtreſs, was inquiring how (he 


which, together with a flood of tears that came to 


«I 3m indeed, Madam, an unfortunate woman, 
bands. I have a huſband too; but his affections are 


bim at home, I begged admittance to his lady, whom 
I longed to ſee to eonverſe with.“ 4 Me, Madam!” 


Tuch as Fbave found you, Madam, replied the firan- 
Ak | get 


£8 5 x 
ger, © nd had made Mr Roberts happy | in a fine 7 
may I ſee him, Madam? I ſball love him for his fa- 
ther's ſake.” „His father, Madam!“ returned the 
miſtreſs of the bouſe, © his father, did you ſay ? bam 
miſtaken then; I thought you had been a ſtranger 9 
t to bim.“ „ To his perſon, I own,” faid Mrs Wil. | 
+ ſon, but not to his character; and therefore I ſhall 
o be fond of the little creature. If it is not too much | 
a Þ trouble, I beg to be obliged.”. 
The importunity of this requeſt, the ng at 
firſt, and the ſettled concern of this unknown viſitor, 
gave Mrs Roberts the moſt alarming fears. She had, 
however, the preſence of mind to go herſelf for the 
child, and to watch without witneſſes the behaviour 
of the ſtranger: Mrs Wilſon took it in her arma, 
and burſting into tears, ſaid, “ Tis a ſweet boy, 
Madam ; would I bad ſuch a boy! had he been mine, 
1 had been happy!“ With theſe words, and in an - 
agony of grief and tenderneſs, which ſhe endeavour- 
ed to reſtrain, ſhe kiſſed the child, * returned it 
o its mother. 5 

It was happy for that lady that the had an excuſe 
to leave the room, She had ſeen and heard what 
made her ſhudder for herſelf; and it was not till 
re Rome minutes, after having delivered the infant to its 
ts, Inurſe, that ſhe had reſolution enough to return. 
ice They both ſeated themſelves again, and a melancho- 
ng ly ſilenee followed for ſome time. At laſt . Roberts 
egan thus, 
« You are unbappy, Madam, chat you have ne 
bud; 1 pray Heaven that mine be not a grief to me. 
But I. conjure you, by the goodneſs that appears in 
Vor, to acquaint me with your mou Perhaps it 

may 


* 


ere 


Vith the utmoſt cheerfulneſs, when the ſight of het 


"I, 3* = C 12 J 
e 1 have 2 pfophetic heart chat ten | 
me it does, But whatever I may ſuffer, or whether 
4 nie or die, I will be juſt to you.“ 

Mrs Wilſon was fo affected with this ; generoſity, ; 
chore potlibly hed diſcovered herſelf, if a loud 
knocking at the door, and immediately after che en. 
trance of her bufband into the room; had not pre 
wented ther. He was moving towards his miſtreſs} 


uiſitor fixed him to the ſpot, * ſtruck him with an; 
aſtoniſhment-not to be deſeribed. The eyes of boch? 
ladies were at onoe riveted to his, which fo increafed| 
| Kis.confufion, that Mrs Wilſon, in pity to what be 
felt, and to relieve ther companion, ſpoke to bim 25 
follows: 4 do not wonder, Sir, that you are ſur 
priſed at ſeeing a perfect firanger in your houſe ; but! 
my baſineſs4s with the maſter of it; and if you will 
oblige me with a hearing in another room, it will 
add to the civilities yy * el way as entertained} 
me with.“ 5 

Wilſon, who expend anotber kind of greeting 
rom his wife, was ſo revived at her prudence, tha 
his powers of motion began to return; and quitting 
the room, he condutted her to a patlour below ftairs, 
| They were no ſooner entered into this parlour than 
the huſbend threw himſelf into a chair, fixing his 

eyes upon the ground, while the wife addrefled him 

in'theſe words. 2 
How I have diſcovered your ſecret, or how the 
- diſcovery has tormented me I need not tell you. I 
is enough for you to know that I am miſerable fo 
over, be ade you is ſhort; I have only 
| yours 


. * 
1 
” . 


ten 


cher 
ſry | 


: uporimy honour,” ſhe replied ; © her looks were 


| n Y 
aneMon to dk. and to take a final Jeave of ct 
this. world, Tell me truly then, as you ſhall anſwer 
it hereafter, if you have feduced this lady under falfe 
appear ances, or have fallen into guilt by the temp- 
Stations of a wanton ?”' 4 { ſhall anſwer you pre- 
Efcatly,” fad Wilſon ; „ but firſt I have a queſtion - 


* 


x for you; Am I diſcovered to her? And does ſhe 


know it is my wife [ am now {peaking to?“ 4 * 


amiable, and her be haviour to me fo gentle, that 


I had no heart to diſtreſs her. If ſhe has gueſſed 
= at what I 2m, it was only from the concern ſhe ſaw 


me in, which { could not hide from her.” „ You 
have acted nobly then,“ returned Wilſon, „and 
have opened my eyes at laſt to ſee and to sdwmire 
you. And now if you have patience to bear me, you 
mall know all.“ 

He then told her of his firſt meetiag with this 


Lady, and of every circumſtance that had happened 


ſince ; concluding with his determinations to leave 
her, and with a thoufand promiſes of fidelity to his 
wite, if ſhe generovſly conſented, after what had 


happened to receive him as a huſband, She muſt 


conſent,“ cried Mes Roberts, who at that moment 
opened the door, and burſt into-the room; * ſhe 
muſt conſent. You are her huſband, and may coni- 
mand it, For me, Madam,” continued (he, turning 


to Mrs Wilſon, © he ſhall never ſee me more. 1 


have injured you through ignorance, but will atone 
for it to the utmoſt. He is your huſband, Madam, 
and you mult receive him. 1 have liſtened io what 

4 N 1 Er B 2 — bas . 


we 


| r . 
+ "Jas paſſed, and am now. here to join my. entseaties 
with his, that you may be happy for ever.” 

.* To relate all that was faid upon this occaſion 
would be to extend my ſtory to too great a length, 
Wilſon was all ſubmiſſion and acknowledgement; the 
wife cried and doubted; and the widow vowed an e- 
tet nal ſeparation. To be as ſhort as poſſible, the har- 

mony of the married couple was fixed from that day. 
5 The widow was handſomely provided for, and her 
 +_ child, at abe requeſt of Mrs Wilſon, taken home to 
ber own hooſe; where at the end of a year, ſhe was 
ſo happy after all ber diſtreſſes as to preſent him with 

2 ſiſter, u ith whom he is to divide his father's fortune. 
lis mother retired into the country, and two years 
aſter was married to a gentleman of great worth; to 
whom, on his firſt propoſals to her, ſhe related every 
circumſtance of her ſtory: The boy pays her a vilit 

_ every year, and is now with his ſiſter upon one of 
theſe viſits. , Mr Wilſon is perfectly happy in his 

"mile; and has ſent me, in his own band, this moral 

g to his ſtory; 
That though prudence and generoſiiy may not 
always be ſufficient to hold the heart. of a huſband, 
pet a conſtant e will, one time or other, 
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. Moſt certainly "one, it.” 5 3 
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oP [ had inclination 2nd «bility to do the ade if 
TY | ro earth to the man 1 hated, I would 
= my 2 


oſt 


ay 


* 


is (cf 5 'Þ 
Ly | bl under the necefliy of borrowing mode . 


- friend, | 
” You are to know, Sir, that I am the curate of 2 


pariſh within ten miles of Town, at fotty pounds 


* 


per annum; that ! am five-and-thirty years old, and 


that, J have a wife and two children. My father 
who was a clergy man. of ſome note in the country, 


ege, and left me maſter of ſeventeen hundred podnds. 
Wich this ſum, which J thought a very great one, L 
came up to Town, took lodgings in Lieceſter- Fields, 
put a narrow lace upon my frock, learnt to dance of 
Denoyer, bought my {hoes of Tull, wy ſword of 
Becket, my hat of Wagner, and my ſnuff box ot 
Deard. In ſhort, I entered into the Spirit of taſte, 
and was looked upon as a faſhionable young fellow. 
I do not mean that I was really ſo, according to the 
town-acceptation of the term ; for I had as great an 
averſion to infidelity, lidertiniſm, gaming, and drunk. 
enneſs, as the moft unſa(hionable man alive. All. 
that my enemies, or, what is more, all that my fri- 


ends, can ſay agunſt me is, that in my dreſs 1 rather + 88 N 


imitated the coxcomb-.than the ſloven; that I pre · 
ferred goed company tp reading the Fathers; that 1 


liked a dinner at the tavern better than one at a pri- - 
vate houſe; that I was ofteogr at the play than at 


evening prayers ; tha I uſually went from the play 
to the tavern again; and that in five year's time I ſpent 
every ſhilling of my fortune. * They may alſo add, 
if they pleaſe, as the climax of my follies, that when: 
I was worth nothing myſelf, I married the molt am- 


table woman in the world, whbout a penny to her 


5 5 a; 5 3 forture,, * 
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unfortunately died ſoon after l came from ibe coll“ 
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* * fortune, only becauſe we loved each orbee to d. 

| non, and were miferable afunder. 

To ihe whole of this charge I plead guilty | z * 
have moſt heartily repeated of every article of jt ex. 
dcept the aſt ; I am, iudeed, a litile apprebenſive 

2 that my vife i is my predeminant paſlion, and'that L 
G "hg carry it with me to the grave. _ 
; 5 TS 5 had eontrafted an intimacy at college with a 
"young. fellow, whoſe taſle, age, and idelinations, 
wWete exachy ſuited tio my on. Nor dia] this inti- 
maey end with our fludies; we renewed it in ton; 
4 7 . 8 - abd ss or fortunes were pretty equal, and both of 
As our on maſfer, we lodged in ide fame: houſe, 
dteſſed- i the ſome manner, followed the ſame d. 
versions, ſpent all we had; and were ruined together. 
My friend, whole genius was more enerprizing than 
mine, fleered his courſe to the Welt Indies, while 
IL entered into holy orders at home, and was e, | 
ed io the enracy above mentioned. 
At the end of two years I matried, as 1 old: you 
- before; and, being 2 wit as well as a parſon, I made 
2. ſhift, by pamphlets, poems, ſermons, and ſurplice 
fees, to increaſe wy.) income to about 2 Kings 0 
den, h. 
I think I wall pay a compliment to my wife's ve 
eetaamy, when I aſſure you that, notwithſtanding 
„ the narrownels of our fortune, we did not run ove 
abo ten pounds a year: for if it be'conſidered that 
Ve had both been uſed to company and good living; 
that the largeſt part of our income was precarious, 
and conſequently, if we ſtarved ourſelves, we were 
mot fare of 1 55 "Oat as an author [ was vain, | 
p * and ** 
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as 2 „ patſon ambitious, always imbgining than 
my wit would introduce me to the miniſter, or my 
orthodoxy to the biſiop; and, excluſive of theſe- 
circumſtances, if it be alſo conſidered that we were 
generous in our natures, and chatitable to the poor” 
it will be rather a wonder that we ſpent ſo little. 

It is now five years and a quarter ſince our mar. 
riage, in all which time I have been running in debt 
without a poſſibility of helping it. Laſt Chriſtmas 
1 took a ſurvey of my circumſtanees, and hed the 

mortification to. find that I was fiity-one pounds fif- 
teen (billings worſe than nothing. The vneaſineſs- 
I felt upon this diſcovery determined me to lit down. 
and write a tragedy. I ſoon found a fable to my. 
mind, and was making a conſiderable progreſs in te 
work when I received intelligence that my old friend 
and companion was juſt returned from Jamaica: 
i- i where he had married a planter's widow of immenſe 
fortune, buried her, and farmed out the eſtate (he- | 
had left him for two thouſand pounds a Neue N 
the Exchange of London. ; 

- Erejoiced: hearrily at this' news; and? took the fir? 7 
opportunity of paying my congraticlaciane* upon for 
happy an occaſion: As | was dreſſed for this viſit in» 
very: clean canonieals, my friend, who" poſſibly bad: 
connected the idea of a good living with a-goo$caſe- + — 
lock, received: meMith the vrmoſt:complailance and! 
good humour; and, after having reſlified-his*jay at 
ſecing me, deſitedſto be ĩaſormed of my fortune and 
preferment. 1; gave bim a partienlar-nccount/of au¹ 
that had happeneh to me ſince our ſeparation; and! 
n with * very blunt requeſt, that he wond 

55 B 3; lea SP» 
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” RS ki me” fey: gwiheas t to pay my 4 a. 10 
.- - mike me the happieſt eurate within the bills of 


. 3 | 


As there was 3 curious in my friend's 
wer to this requeſt, I ſhall give it you word for 


f : IJ . "word, as near as I can remember it, marking the 
= — whole ſpeech in Italics, that my Own r 


RE. 
* 
* 


may not be miſtken. 

Flurr guincas] Aud ſo you have run l in 
45 fifty two pounds - ten fhillings 1 !- Within a very | 
rifle, Sir. Ay, ay, I mean fo. Fiſiy  guineas is 
the ſum ycu want: and, perhaps, yet wild think it 
hard if I refufed lending it. 1 ſhould indeed. 1 
- know you would. Let me fee, (going to the eſcritoire), 
Can y change me 4 bundred pound note? Who I, 
Sir? you ſurprize me. Here, Job! (enters John) | 
get change for a hundred pound note ; I want to lend | 
this gentleman ſome money ———0r—, no; 1 | 
un want ye (Exit John). I believe 4 have foriy 
guinest in my. pocket,  Tou' may get the other ten 
' ſomewhere elſe. One, tuo, threr — Ay, there are juſl 
Jabiy guincas. And pray, Sir, when do you intend to 
pay me? I had rather be excuſed, Sir, from taking 
any; I did not expect to be ſo moriified. Extra 
wagance, Sir, is the ſure road to mariifecation. 1 


aſt deal plainly with y. He that lends his mo- 
n has. à right to deal plaitly. Nu began the 


-world with about hwo thinſand pagads in your picket. 
Serenieen hundred, Sir. And 14 ſeventeen hundred 
Ponds, 1 think, taſted yeu about foe years, True, 
Sir. Hive times thre are fiſicen Ay, you lived at 
e de 1225 . 10 Fre Suing and fifty Prunds 4. 
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be damned, it is no more than ihe author, Ben 
. * bo , 


19 


ed curate s aud becauſe farly pounds aer was an 


immenſe ſum, you very prudentiy fell in love, and 
married a beggar. Do you think, Sir, that if Ih, 


intended to marry a beggar I ſbould have ſpent my 
fertune as I did? No, Sir, I married a woman of 
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After this as you tell me ya you turn- 8 


A 


fortune, great fortune ; and fo might y. hat 


hindered you ? But. I jay nothing againſt your wife. - 


JT hape you are both heartily:-forry that yau ever ſaw 


one another's faces Are your childrenn boys or 
girls ? Girls, Sir. And | ſuppoſe I am io portion - 
them? But I muſt tell you ence for all, Sir, that 


| this is the laſt ſum you muſt expect from me. 1 


. 


>. 
— 


have proper tioned my expences o my eſtate, and will I 


not be made uneaſy by the extravagance of any man 
living I have tus theuſand @ year, and I ſpend. 
tuo thouſand. If you have but forty, I ſte no occa- 
fron for your ſpending more than forty, ' I have a 


ſindere regard for you, and I thin my actiaans have * 
proved it : but a gentleman, who knyws yon very © 
well, told mi yeſterday, that you were an expenſive, 
thoug hileſs, extravagant young fellow, 


know not to what length my friend „ 


r his Warangue ; but, as I had already beard 


enough, I laid the forty guineas'upon the table, and, 


like Lady Townly in the play, taking a great gulpy 


and ring a wrong word of wo, lefr N 
whnhout ſpeaking a yllable. 

I have how laid aſide my tragedy; and am midie 
2 ers called the Fatted. I do nor know that 
F have wit enough for ſuch a performance} but if4t 
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3 barten 5 "vl conſent to be, if ever he makes a 
ſecond attempt to . 5 we a Rad - 
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. — if oe Parſon of nter and his Wi, 75. Sc 


"FT was very well faid by Montaigne, “ That all 
external acquiſitions receive taſte and colour from: of 
the internal conſtitution; as clothes give- - warmth, I vi 
not from their own heat, but by — and * he 
ing cloſe the heat that is in ourſelves,” 3 at 
"Every man's experience will prove the truth of 2 
this obſervation ; as it will teach him, from what he 
Feels in bimſelf, and obſerves in others, that without 
2 diſpoſition for happineſs, the benefits and bleſſings 
of nie are beſtowed upon him in vain ; and that with: 
* it, even a bare exemption, from ee, and * is: 
almoſt happineſs enough. 
Lam led to this thought by the following ſetter, 
which I received near two years ago from-a-very vr 
_ able friend. Tbe reader will perceive that it was 
not written with- a view of publication; but as-it 
Ss us with a natural picture of domeſtic happi- 
& Pefs, ond inſtructs us how an "elegant little family may 
We char ĩitably, and within bounds, upon income 
S of only fifty pounds a year, L ſhall give 12 
lie ezacthe % | received it. Thoſe who have feeliog 
hearts will en it an eereme t; ; to ite h 
verena. | * #49284 
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The reaſon that you have. not beard — * me for 
3 theſe laſt five weeks is, that the people where I have, 
| been have engtoſſed all my time and attention. Per- i 
BW haps: you will be ſurprized 0 hear that I have lived 
complete month with our old friend the Rector of 
2. BW South Green, and his honeſt wife, © _ - 

You know with what compaſſion we uſed to think, | 
of themes that a man that had mixed a good deal. 
wich the world, ' and who bad always entertained. 
hopes of making a figure in It, ſhonld ſoolichly. and 
at an age when people generally grow wiſe, row, 
away his eftetions upon 2 girl Worth nothing: and I 
that ſhe; one of the livelieſt of women, as. well as 
the fineſt, ſhoule refuſe the many advantageous f. 
fers which were made ber, and follow a poor Parſon 
to his living of fifty- pounds. +year, in a remote 
corner of the kingdom. But I have 'earnt from. ex- 
perience that we have been pitying the happieſt eou- 
pie of our acquaintanee, Lam 1 * 2 tell * 
all 4 know of ibem. v 

The pariſh. of South«Green i is, ia my opinion, the, 
moſt pleaſiog ſpot of ground in all. ibis country. KL 
thould fir ſi have told you, that out friend, by the death: - 


don with a neat two-hundred and fifty guineas in his 
pocket; with which ſum he has converted the gd 
parſonage houſe into a litile palate, and: fourteen 
acres of glebe into a farm and garden; ibat even a 
Pelham or a Southcoie __ loo upon wah pleas 
ure. bt 2 — The 
8 f k 1 * | 


of a relation, was enabled to-carry bis wiſe-from Lon 
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The houſe ſtands upon an eminence whhin the 
| bending of a river, with about half an acre of kitchen 
garden, fenced in with a good old wall, well planted 
with fruit-trees. The river that almoſt ſurrounds this a 
utttle ſpot affords them fiſh at all ſeaſons. They catch : 
"trout there, and plenty of them, from two to five | 
pounds weight. Before the ' houſe is a little lawn, 
With trees planted in clumps, and behind it a yard 
well ſtocked with poultrey, with a barn, cou houſe, 
and dairy. At the end of the garden a drawbridge ' Ml « 
| leads you to 2 ſmall piece of ground, where three or * 
ſour pigs are kept. * Here they are fattened for pork { 
5 or bacon; the latter they eure for themſelves ; „ and j 
2 in all my life I never ate better. 4 i 
| In the' ſeven years of their retirement they have ſo 
= planted their little ſpor, that you can hardly conceive 
any thing more beautiful The fields ly altogether, 
. With paſture ground enough for two borſes and as n 
many cows, and the reſt arable. Every thing thrives 
under their hands, The hedges, all of their own 
- Pfanting, are the thickeſt of any in the country, and 
within every one of them is a ſand-walk between a 
double tow of flowering ſhrubs, hardly ever out of 
Hhloſſom. The produce of theſe fields ſupplies them 
+ abundaently-with the means of bread and beer, and 
with a ſorplos yearly for the poor, to whom they 
 * aje the beſt benefaCors of any in the neighbourhood. 
The busband brews, and the wife bakes; he mana 
ges the farm, and the the dairy; and both with ſuch 
ill and induſtry, that you would thick them edo 
8 cated for nothing elſe. _ : 
133 WT heir! oe conliſts = two parlours aa 2 kitch- 
: £ : en 
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en below, and two bedchambers and a ſervant's room _ 


above. - Their maid is a poor woman's daughter in 
the pariſh, whom they took at eleven years old, and : 
Eave made the handieſt girl imaginable. _ She is ex- 
tremely pretty, and might marry herſelf roadvantage, 
but ſhe loves her miſtreſs ſo ſincerely, that no temp- 
tation is ſtrong engugh,| to Pro vpon her to leave 
her. N 

In this ſweet retirement they. have 2 boy __ a 
girl; the boy ſix years eld, and the girl four ; both 
of them the prettieſt little things that ever was born. 
The girl is the very picture of her mother, with the 
ſame ſoftnels of heart and temper. The boy is a 
jolly dog, and loves miſchief ; but if you tell him an 
intereſting ſtory, be will .cry for an hour together. 
The husband and wife conſtantly gg to bed at ten 
and riſe at fix. The buſineſs of the day is common. - 
Iy finiſhed by dinner-time ; and all after is amuſe 
ment and pleaſure, without any t forms- They 
are almoſt worſhipped by the pariſhioners, to whom 
the Doctor is not only the ſpiritual director, but the 
phyſician, and ſurgeon, the apothecary, the lawy- 


er, the ſteward, the friend, and the cheerful compa- -- 


nion. The bel} people in the country are fond of 
viſiting them ; they call it going to. ſee the wonders 
of Yorkthire, and lay that they never ate ſo e ä 
as at the Patſon's bacon and greens. 
1 told you st the beginning of this 13 that 
they were the happieſt couple of our acquaintance ; ' 


| and now 1. will tell you why they are ſo. In the 


firſt place, they love and are delighted with esch p- 
met. A ſeven Fear 's n inſtead of leſſening 
N Th. their 
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anbei affeQiohs his increaſed them; They with fer 
nothing more than what their lirtle income affords 
Ws them: aud even of that fietle they lay up. Out 
Friend ſhowed me his account of expenſes, or rather, {Wha 
bis wife's account ; by which it appears thar they MW up 
have ſaved yearly from fifteen ſhillings to a guinea ¶ to 
eexcluſtve of about the ſame ſum which they diftribute 
among the poor, beſides barley, wheat, and twenty I pa 
other things. Their only article of döner is tea; WM pil 
but the Doctor ſays he would forbid that, if his wile thi 
_ could forget her London education. However they 
= Jeldom' offer it but to the beſt company, and leſs 
than a pound will laſt them a twelvemonth. Wine 
they have none, nor will they receive it as a preſence, 
Their conſtant drink is 'finall beer and ale, both of 
W bich they brew in the higheſt perfection. Exer 
eiſe and remperance keep them in perpetual health 
and good humour. All the ſtrife between them is 
who ſhall pleaſe moſt. Their favourite amuſement 
15 reading; now and then, indeed, our friend ſcrib- 
bles a little; but his performinices reach no farther 
"than a ſhore ſermon, or a paper of verſes in praiſe 
,  , of his wife, Every birthday is conſtantly celebrated 
1 in this manner : and though we do not read à Swiſt 
to his Stella, yet there is ſomething ſo fincere and 
1 endet ih theſe little pieces, that I could never read 
= any Of them withour tears. In the fine afrernoons | 
= "and evenings they are walking arm and apr, with 
wei boy and girl, abont their their grounds; büt 
16 = bow cheerful,” how happy! is not to be told you. 
_ "Their children are Hardly ſo much children” 34 them 
hen. But thovgh 8 love one another even to 
* | "Eb i | 'Gotage, 
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lot2pe, their fondneſs never appears before ompr 


ds Moy. I never u tither of hem ſo much as playing 
Me wich the other's hand ——1 mein only when they 
er, {Wave known I was withia ſight of thera; I have ſtolen 
ey upon them uns wares indeed, and have been witneſs 


to ſuch words and looks as have quite melted me. 
Wich this couple, and in this retirement, I have 
wy I paſſed my time ſince you heard from me. How hap- 
; pily I need not fy: come and be a judge yourſelf; 
ife they invite you heartily. © © 

ey One thing I had forgot to tell you of them. It 
eſs makes no part of their happineſs that they can com- 
ine pate themſelves with the reſt of the world who want 
ne. minds to enjoy themſelves as they dort rather leſ- 
of [Ml feos than inereaſes it? Their own happineſs is from 
er- their own hearts, They have every thing they win 
ith for in this fifty pound a year and one another. They- 
| i; make no boaſt of themfelves, not find fault with 
ent any body. They are ſorry I am not as happy as they; 


rib. MW bot are far from adviſing me to retire as they have _ 


her done. I left a bank note of twenty pounds behind 
me in ty room incloſed in s letter of thanks ſor their 
ted ciein es to meʒ hut it was returned to me this morn · 


ing to Tork, in à manner that pleaſed me mere thin 

all cke reſt of their betidvioor. Our friend thanked me 

ſor the favour 1'intended him ; but told we l could 
ons beſtow t better among the poor. That his wife and. 
ith he had been looking over the family accotints/ of laſt 
bl month, and that they ſound me only s few ſhiſlings 
ou. Jin weir debt that ff 1 didinot think they were _ 
em- wound times over poid'by the pleaſure I had given 
to a ect 1 * W ny to me 8 a FRO of 
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. account of a trip fo France ty an Engli 775 Gentle 
man and bis Family. * th 
F AM a2 gentleman of a reaſonable paiernal Po 
in my county, and ſerve as knight cf the ſhire 
for it, Having what is called a very good family 
intereſt, my election incumbered my eſlate with 2 
mortgage of only five thouſand pounds; ; which 1 | 
have not been able to clear, being obliged, by: 
Phace which 1 have got ſi ince, 10 lie in Town, and 
| ſmall the beſt company, pine months in the - year, 
N 4 married ſuitable to my circumſtances. My wife 
= wanted neither fortune, beauty, nor underſtanding, 
N _ Diſcretion and good · humour on her part, joined to 
| , good. nature. and good manners on mine, made vs 
þ 4 - Jive: comfortably together for eighteen years. One 
| © Fon and one daughter were our only children. We 
bs _ complied with the cuſtom in the education of both, 
My danghter learned ſome French and ſome dancing; 
T7 ty ſon paſfed nine years at Weſtminſter ſehool 
: In learning the words of two languages, lonp ſince | 
dead, and not yet above half revived. When 1 took 
| him away ſtom fchool 1'reſolved to ſend him direct · 
by abroad, having been at Oxford myſelf. My wife 
Approved of toy deſign; but tacked a propoſal of her 
n to it, which ſhe urged with ſome earneſtneſs, 
— „ lh 


= th 3 
1 dear, aid ſhe; © | think you do rety right? 
o ſend George abroad, for I love'a foreign eduea · 
tion, though" I ſhall not ſee the poor boy a great 
while : but ſince we are to part for ſo long a time, , 
why ſhould ye not take that opportunity of carry-. 
ing him ourſelves as far as Paris? The journey®is- + 
nothing, very little farther than our own houſe in- 
WF the north: we (hall ' fave money by ic ; for every. 
le thing is very cheap i in France ; it will form the girl, 
2 who is of a right age for it; and a couple of months 
with a good French and dancing maſter will perfect 
her in both, and give her an »ir and manner that will” 
help her off in theſe days, when husbands are not 
plenty, eſpecially with only fire choufand pounds to 
her fortune. Several of my acquaintance, who have 
lately taken trips to Paris, bave told me, that to be 
ſure we ſhould take this opportunity | of going here. 
Beſides, my dear, as neither you nor I have ever 
been abroad, this lite jaunt will amuſe and even 
prove us; for it ealzeſt thing in the world 
io get into 2 Wl the beſt company at Paris. E 
y wife had no-founer ended her ſpeech, (which L 
eaſily perceiyed to be the reſult of Meditation), than 
wy daughter exerted all her little eloquence in e f 
conding her mother's motion. cc Ay, dear papa,” i 
ſeid ſhe, © Jet us go with brother to Paris ; it will - 
Yo) | be the charwingeſt (hi ing io the world; we will ſee all 
ce the neweſt faſbions there; 1 ſhall legrn to dance of 
Marſeille ; in hort, I ſhall be quite agother creature 
zſter it. You ſee how my couſin Kitty was irpproved- 
by golog to Paris Jaſt year; ; I bargly knew her again 
ken the came back ; do, dear papa, | let ps 80. was 
: n jo Tie 
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Aber augen of the pꝛppoſel guck me at "Gil, 
dz ſoreſaw a thoufand iaconveniendies in it though 
not balf fo many as I have ſince felt. , However, 
= * Laowing that died contraciction, though ſupported 
by.ihe beſt arguments, was not, the hikelieſt method 
lo, covert a female diſputant, I ſet med a little, to 
0 doubt, end contented, myſelf with ſayiog, 40 That 
= >4 was not, 21 firſt fight, at leaſt; {cnſible of the many 
$3 4 advantages they had exumErared ; but that, on the 
„ contrary, I. apprebended « « great deal of trouble f in 
the jour ge y, and many. inconvcniencies in conſequcen- 
ce of it. That I bad rot obſerved many men of. my 
- ape conſiderably improved by their, travels ; but that 
1 bad lately ſeen many women of her's become very 
niciculous by theus; and that for wy daugbter, FE 
me Bad not a fine fonture. 1 law no receſiity of her 
. beivg a fue. lady.“ Here: the git! W af, 
unh ſaying, © For, that very realgn, papa, 1 opt 
be a Une lady, Being! in fallen. is often as good 23 
| being a ſorlune; and [ have known ar, grefs, and 
+ accorppl: ments, ſtand. many women,  Jafleadol a 
fortune.“ «© Nay, 10 de ſure, added my. vite, i the 
„ $423; in ibe tight. in that; ang. if, ;with bet dene, 
dhe gets a Ecrtain, air and manrer,. 1 cannot ſee A 
- he may not lealonably bope to be as en 
be marzicd as Lady Betty Tounly, or the two Mis 
- Bellairs, who bad none bf ihem ſcen good fortunes. 4 
3 found, by all this, that the attack upon me Was a 
concerted one, and that both wy wiſe and daughter 
vere ſtrongly: infected with that migrating Lillewger 
dich bas of late been ſo epidewical in this kingdom, 
| I 1 eee anus carries ſuch numbers of our pri- 
—_ «> a 4 vate 
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Englich, and here, after” their return, as French ; ia- 


fwarms of Engliſh which now, in a manner, over run 
France; a fecond incurſion of the Goths :nd:Vandals. 


ia vain; the attacks upon me were daily repeated, 
and, ſometimes enforced by tears: At laſt I yielded, 


from mere good nature, to the joint importudities of 
a wife and daughter whom ] loved ; not to mention 


'ry oftener' than we care to on, the true motive ol 
| Ny things that we either do or omit. {ie 
er My conſent being thus extorted, our ſerring out 
was preſſed: The joupey wanted no preparations ;- 
L we thould find every thing in France; My daughter, 
who ſpoke fome French, and my ſon's governor, h 
1 5 a a Swiſs,” were to be our interpreters upon the- 


oy make all eaſy; - © 
But, as if Providence had 2 en . 0998 , 
folly, our whole journey was 2 ſeries of diſtreffes. 


been loſt. Nothing could equal our fears bat our. 


got td Calais, whergltbe , inexorable cuſtomhouſe of- 
ers took away half the ſew things which we had 
carried with us. We hired ſome ehaiſes, which proves 
ed to be old and ſhattexel, ones, and broke don 
avlexſt cberg ten miles. 'V vice we were overtarned, 


"ang. 


1 9 bh 
* . 
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ate ſamflies to Paris] to expoſe tliemfelves there. 2 


ſomuch that I am aſſured, that the French eall thoſe 


J endeavoured as well as I could to avert this'im - * 
pending folly, by delays and gentle perfuaſioas, but 


"ll the love of eaſe and domeſtic quier, which is, much 


and when we came 0 Potis, * mort ſervane-. | 


licknels, which, perhaps, leſſened them: at laſt e 


We had not ſalled a league from Dover before: 2 | 
violent ſtorm aroſe,” in which. we had like to have 


* 


— * e — wy 
= 4 * 
* 
. 
* 
, =. © 


* 


55 F 6 
nnd ſome of us kurt, though there are no bad read 
©. - in Frence. At length, the ſixih day, We gat to Paris 
e bere our banker had provided a very good lodging 
{I 4 us; that is, very good rooms, vety well fur 
mahed, and very dirty. Hert the great ſaene pes: 
"My wiſe and daughter, who hed been a good des 
diihesctened by our diſtreſſes, recoyersd iheic ſpitiu 
and grew extremely impatient for a conſultation c 
the neceſſary trades people, when luckily our banker 
ond his lady, informed of our arrival, come to mak: 
us a wiſit: he graciouſly brought me five thouſand 
BVores, which, he "adored ime, Was not mort then wht 
Would be neceſſary for our firſt ſetting out, as be 
called it; while bis wife was pointing out te mint 

" the moſt campendious method of pending three 

. 5 times 25 much. I told him, that J hoped, chat fun 
V would be bery dr Tue for-the hole time 3 40 
-which he anſwered coolly, „ No, Sif, gor fix biete: 
chat ſom, if you propoſe, 28 40 be (are yon do, 40 
__ -6ppear here iboncteaent.,” This, I confeſs, flartied 
me a good deal; and I called out to my wiſe, « Do 
Por bear that, chi She replied, unmoued,“ Tes, 
y dear; but now that we are here, there is no 
Help for it; it is but once, upon an extraordinary 
-vccakon ; and one world not care to appear among 
*Rrangers like ſcrubs. I made no anſwer to this ſolid 

Þ. -#ealoning, but-sefoived within myſelf to Horten out 
o Noy, and lef&n cur follies, as much as 1 could. My 
 ##*ahtther, after having charged himſelf with the cate of 
mocuring me a curaſſe de rmiſe and a uniet ur place 
dot ibe neut dy, which, in piain Engliſh, 43 a bired 
nn 2 * us 10 paſs all the next 
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pot meet. wich had company. He was to carry me 
and my ſoo be ſate dinner to ſee the public buildings, 


casry.them to the gentecleſt ſhops, in order to fit 
the m out to appear honetempent, The next morning 1 
amuſed myſelf very well with ſeeing, while my wife 
apd daughter amuſed 4hemfelves Qil- better by pre- 
paring themſelves for being ſeen, ill we met at din- 


ner at our baoker's; who, by way of ample of the 


excellent company 40.which he was .to introdfice ys, 


preſented us to an Irilh Abbg, and zu Irich captain 


of Claire's; dun atiaiated Scotch (ugilives, and. a 


vaung Scotch ſurgeon ho ſtudied midwifery. at the 
. Hatsl. Dian. It is true, he lamented that Sir Hathottle 
Bumper, and. Sir Clatyorthy (Guzzledawn, with their 
families, whom he had invited io meet us, bappeped _ 


unfortunetely to hare.been engaged io go and dripk 


brandy at Nucilly. Thopgh this company ſounds in- 


Ay at his houſe, where he aſſucgd us chat we (ſhould © 


\ 


and his lady was to call an my wife and daughter 10 


4iflexently, and tho“ we ſhould have” been very ſorrx 
yo have kept it in London, I can aſſure you, Sir, 


that it was the beſt we kept the whole se were 


at Pa tis. 


Iwill omit mapy cirevaſtances wbich gave me 
- mneaſinefs, ibo they would probably afford ſome 


-extertainwent to your readers, chat | m len % 
me moſt material os. 


1 
A * 
. 


An about chree days Feen "who 


wete charged wich the. care of difguiſing my wife 
and dayghttr, brought home heit reſpective patts of 
rhis transſorma ion, in order that they..might appeat 


Sorefervent. Note dan the: whole wh. 


* 5 1 
8 4 
# * 


* 


32 5 
TFlopel iq this opzrition for we did not fit downs 
"to dinner till near five'o'clock, When my wife and 
daughter came at laſt into the eating room, where 
had waited for them at leaſt two hours, I was fo 
truck with their transformation, that I could neither 
* conceal nor expreſs my aſtoniſhment. 4 Now, my 
deer,“ ſaid my wife, „ we can peer little like 
* Chriſtians.” « And ſtrollers, too,” replied 1; for 
, ſuch have [ ſeen at Southwark fair; the reſpectable I. 
4 Sy gambis, and the lovely Pariſetis. Tais cannot 
ce furely be ſerious !” Very ſerious, depend upon if 
= - © it, my dest, faid-my wife; © and pray, by the MI. © 
5 „ way, What may there be ridiculous i in it? No Ml. 
r ſuch Syſigambis, neither,” continued ſhe: „ Bet- + 


== 14 ty is nern and you know I had her at four . 
WO © and-twenty.” As 1 founSthat the name of Syl. .. 


C igembis, carrying an idea of age along with it, was . 
* 5-643 io my wife, 1 waved the parallel; and ad-. 
erefling myſelf 1 in common to my wife and daughter, . 
I old them, perceived that there was a painter . 
* . SB now at Patjs vhd coloured much higher than Ri. * 
b „ gault, though be did not paint near ſo lixe; for 
wn I Tould hardly bave gueſſed them to be the IF |; 
| - ti = pictures of themſelves” To this they both an- I 
| _ ſwered at once, That red was not paint; that bo 
e colour in the world was fard'but white, of whith 
t they proteſted they had none.” „But how do you 
oa; 10 head my Fompun, papa? * continued my daughter; ha, 
F is ir not a charming one? Fthink#it is prertier 3 
4 = 1. Len mamm's.““ 4 It may, child, for any thing W- 
1 7 know ; beeauſe 1 do not know What part 
5 Ed this TAY BI” . It is ths, 
Pap,” 


* ny -& 


© * hr, : bg "Y F 0 "IN 
ſ "FF $a 1 


Q 03 Lag -. fer; 33. 3 
apa,” replied the gicl, puuing up 8 CE to ber 4 
ad, and ſnowing me in the middle of her bair 1 2 
romplicaon, of  ſhxeds-and rags of veivets, ſeathers, - 
ad. ribbaods, ſtuck u ich ſalſe ſtones of 2 thouſand 
72 and placed awry, . 6 Bat what haſt thow 
done to thy hair, child!“ 4 135 S is, It, blue? ? 15 
„ that painted too by the ſame eminent hand that 
„coloured thy cheeks?” Indeed papa, 3  aaſVered 
+ the aul, 28 I told you before, there! is no Paints 
4 ing in the caſe ; but what, gives, my hair that 
«1 bluiſh call is, the gray boy det, which has algay's 
«thai efftct upon dak coloured, hair, and leis oft 
„ the. complexion wonderfully,” * 6s TW pondet, 
« child !“ Lid , with ſore lurgriſe : |: Cray hairs, 
Habe knew were venerable ; but till this t moment 1” | 
44 ncyet krtw that, they were genteel. * . "<8 
« ly ſo adh ſome complexions, ſaid my wie 
66 bot 15 docs not ſuit with, mine, und 1 never 0d 
4% Et.“ You are much in the tight, my dear,” te- 
1 . plied. %%% not to play wich edge tools. Leave R 0 
o the eil This, which perhaps was too bafti'y 1337 
aid, and, ſcemed to be a ſecond part of the Syſigam⸗ 
bis, Vas not kindly taken ; my wiſe was litent a 
CIOBET lime, and I vataly hoped, aſhames " My 
daughtes, drunk wich drefs and ſixteen kept op the 
converſazion with, hafelf till the long vibes for ca. 
ment of the opcra came, v hich ſeparated cs, and left 
me time to reflect ppon the extravagancies v which 1 
had already ſeen, and upon, the, Rl greater. anch! 
had but too m uch reaſon 10 dread ; INE 
- From this period to the time of cut return to 
b nd every Cay produced lome new and ſhining 
| . folly, 
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N 34 ) 
folly, and ſome i ante? expenſe, Would « to God 
chat they had ended as they began with our journey! 
but unfortuvately we have imported them all. I no 
longer u underſtand, or am underſtood; in my family, 
I hear of nothing but le bon ten. 'A French valet 
de Chambre, who, I am told; is an excellent fervant, 
and fit for every thing, is brought over to eurl my 
wife's and my daughter's bair to mount a delſert, , 
they call i it, and accafionally to ann: unce vilits, 
vety ſlatternly, dirty, but, at the ſame time, a * 
genteel French maid, is appropriated to the uſe of 
my daughter. My meat, too, is as much diſguiſe 
in the dreſſing by a French cook as my. wife and my 
daughter are by their red, their pompops, their ſcraps 
pf duty gauze, flimſy fatins, and black collieoes; not 
io mention | their affected broken Engliſh and mang- 
Jed French, which jumbled togerher, compoſe their 
preſent language. My F rench and Engliſh ſervant: 
quarrel daily, and fight, for want of words to abuſe 
| one another. My wife is become ridiculous by be. 
Ing tranſlated into French, and the yerſion of my 
daughter will, I dare ſay, binder many a worthy 
Engliſh E from arternptipg. to read ber.— 
EA expenſe (and conſequently, my debt) iqcreafes ; 

and I am made more unhappy by ſollies than molt 
= people are by crimes. /\ 

Should you thiok it to publiſh this my caſe, to- 
ther with fome obſervations of yaur own upon it 
| hope i it may prove a uſeful. Pharos to deter private 

: En gliſh families from the coals of France. * 
I q, Sir, Your very bumble ſervant, 
a R. D. 
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kay: 8 bas id enough to. caution 
Eogtich - gentlemen againſt carrying their wives and 
laughters to Paris; but 1 ſhall add a fſew words of 
my own to diſſuade the ladies themſelves from any 
inclination to ſuch a vagary. In the firſt place, I aſ- 
ſore them that of all French ragours there is none to 


which an Engliſhman has ſo liitle appetite as an Eng 
liſh: lady ſerved, up to him a. la Frencviſe. Next, 1 
beg leave fo inform them, that the French taſte in 
beauty is fo different. from: ours, chat a pretty Eng · 
liſh woman at. Paris, inſtead of meeting vith that 
admiration which her vanity hopes for, is conſidered 
only as a hapdſome corple: and if, to put little 
life into ber, ſome of her compaſſionate friends. there 
ſhould perſuade ber to lay on a great deal of reuze, 
in Engliſh called paint, ſbe muſt continue to wear it 
to extreme old age: unleſs ſhe prefers a ſpot of real 
yellow (che certain 'confequence of paiot) to an arti- 
ficial one of red. And laſtly, I propoſe it to their 
conſideraiion whether the delicacy of an Engliſh la. 


dy's mind may not Partake of the nature of ſome 


high ſlavoured wines, which will not admit of deing 
carried abroad, though, under right ——— 


they- ate an at home. | 
% 
„ * ; 
— —¾ —½¾oʒ 
* | * 


Ws 8 0K v V. ts 
An accaunt 15 a ' Yeung Gentleman and. his Governar, 
on on their Travells. | 

8 1 a, WHITE ; | 
1 Troubled you ſome time ago with an account of 


my W ariſing _ the female on. of my 
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family. I told you that} by an unſortunate nip 


Fes, oy wiſe abd daughter had rim Part French ol 


* 
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* 


55 . not for a young lady) co berwel-gcquainted 


| trat cauſe, and affects me much more ſenſibly. The 


+ Too ſoon) ; and that I carried him to Paris, from 
has *whenee, after ſix months ſtay, he was to go upon his 


which: I experienced and lamented in myſclf. in or- 
him more than I could conveniently afford; and 1 
truſted kim to the cart of à Swiſs governor, 3 gen- 
temen of fome learning, good ſenſe, good yarre, 


FPointed in oll theſe hopes what follows wv! "inform 
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bnd L im T cbuld tell you'now iber I am perfectly] þ, 
-recovered + but al Lean ſay is, that the! violence o cr 
the ſympromis*ſcems to abste, in r the 
clothes that inflamed them wear out. 
My preſent misfortune flows from a direct con 


tile whims; aſſectations, and delicacies; of ladies may 
be both ridiculovs and diſagreeable, eſpecially” to 
thoſe who arCobliged' to be at onee the witne ſſes and 
the martyrs of them ; but they are not evils to be 
compared with the obſtinate wrong-headedneſs, the 
idle end illiberal turn of an only fon; "hich is un. 
. N40 k 173) Qt 

I acquainted you that, in the edveation of my 
bos bad conformed to the common cuſtom of ibis 
country: (perhaps 1 conformed to it too much and 


"TY and take the uſval tour of Italy and Germz 
thought it very neceſſary for a: young mon 


wich the languages, the manhers, the: charaRters, and 
the conſtitutions, of other countries; the want ol 


der to enable him to keep good company, -Fallowicl 


and good manners. But how cruelly I 2m .difap 


K ; ö 
is 37 . 8 
wis bis ſtay at Paris he ofily 88 dhe 'W 
. Engliſh company there, with whom he was un- 
bappily engaged in two or three ſcrapes, 'which ibe 
credit and the good nature of the Engliſh ambaſſa- 
dor helped him out of. He hired a low Iriſh wench,/, 
whom he drove about in a hired chaiſe, to the great 
honour of himſelf, his family, and his country.” He 
did not learn one word of French, and nevet ſpoke 
to Frenchman. or French woman, :;: excepting ſome 
vulgar and injurious epithets, which he beſtowed u- 
pon. them in very plain Engliſh, ' His governor very 
honeſtly informed me of this eonduct, which he tried 
in vain to reform, and adviſed theirremoval to Italy, 
which accordingly 1 immediately ordered: His be- 
haviour there will appear in the trueſt light to you 
by his own and his governor's laſt letters to me, of 
which 1 inne bannen . 
- Rome, May 3d, 


"Sun, 
la the ix weeks * I paſſed at W and 
the week I ſtayed at Genoa, I never had time to write 
to you, being wholly taken up with ſeeing things, 4 | 
which the moſt remarkable is the ſleeple of Piſa; 
is the oddeſt thing I ever ſaw in my life; it tad 
all awry ; { wonder. it does not tumble don. 1 
met with a great many cf my countrymen, and we 5 
live together very ſociably, 1 have been here na¹0 e 
month, and will give you an account of my way of | 
life. Here are a. great many very agreeable gen:[c- 
Went: we are bout nine or ten as ſmart Bucks 28 2 
aui en We eee Any 1 
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_——= gu 10 you, and of no manner of ſervice to me. 


7 | (rd 4 18. + 1 
8 FP Ken: ether go and ſee ſights, or Silas 
"outlets' of Rome in chaiſes; but the borſes ate very 


dad, and - the chaiſes do not follow well.” We meet 
before dinner at the Engliſh coffechouſe, whete 


_ theteis ® very good billiard table, and very good 
company. From thence we go and dine together by 


Turns at each others lodgings. Then after à cheerful 
glass of clirer” (for we have made & ſhift to get ſome 
: An we go to the coff᷑rhouſe again ; from thence 
to ſupper, and ſo to bed. 1 do not believe that theſe 
2 are a bit like the old Romans; they are a 
porcel of thin-gutted, ſnivelling; crioging dogs; and 
1 Qverily believe that our ſet could chreſh ferry of 
them. We never go among them; it would not be 


| | worth while; beſides we none of us ſpeak Italian, and 


none of thoſe Signors ſpeak Engliſh ; which ſhows 
what ſort of fellows they are: We ſaw the Pope 
go by rother day in a proceſſion ; but we reſolved 


| -, "20 aſſert the honour of Old England; ſo" we neither 


owed nor pulled off our hats to the old rogye. Pro- 


4 5 © viſſons and quer are but bad here; and to ſay the 


PO truth, T have not had one thorough good meal's meat 
 Mnee I leſt England. No longer ago than laſt Sun- 
day we Wanted to have 2 good plumb pudding; but 
Ve ſound the waterials difficult to provide, and were 


obliged to get an Engliſh footman io make it. Pray 
Sir, let me come home; ſor I eannot find that one 


n ot ide better for ſeeing all theſe outlandiſh pla- 
ces and people, But if you will not let me come 


-back; for” God's ſake, Sir, take away the impertinent 
MMaanſeer you ſent with me. He is a- conſiderable 


Tae” * . — 


Ws . 
All che Engliſh here laugh at him, be is fuch a piig,, 
He thinks bimſelf à fine gentleman, and is. alwas 
plaguing me to go into foreign companies, to learn. 
foreign languages, and to get foreign manners: 28 if 's 
I were not to live and die in Old England, and as if 
good Engliſh aequaintances would not be much more 
uſeful to me chan outlandiſh ones. Dear Sit, grant 


me this requeſt, and you (ball ever find me. 
WV dutiful ſon, 
"i | 8. D. 


Tbe following is a very boneſt ond ſenſible leer, 
which I received .at the fame time from my.lon's go⸗- 


| ; * Rome, May 3d, 1 
8 I R, | | 


I think myſelf obliged in copſcience: to inſorm 
you, that the money you ate pleaſed to. allou m 
for my attendance upon your ſon is abſolutely... 
thrown away; ſince J find, by melancholy experi- 
ence, that I can be of no manner of uſe to him. I 
have tried all poſſible methods to prevail with him ia 
anſwer, in ſome degree at leaſt, your good imtenti- 
ons in ſending him abroad; but all in vain: and, in 
return for my endeavours, I am either Jaughed at or 
inſulted. ; Somenmes I am called a beggarly French: | 
dog, and bid 10 go back to my own country.and eat 
my frogs; and ſometimes. I am a Mounſeer Ragout: = 


and told that I think myſelf.a very fine gentlemam 
I daily repreſent to him, that by ſending him abroad 


you meant that he ſhould learn tbe languages, be 
manners, and characters, of different oountries, aud 
tat he ſhould add to the dlaſſical educaen Wͤich 
gr ern 585 D 2 N you 4 
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4 to phy upon the German flute, upon which he 


we teft companies abroad. To which he only anſ- 
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n 
- you kad. given him 2 home à knowledge of the 
world, and the genteel eaſy manners of a man of 


faſhion, which can only be acquired by frequenting 


wers me with a ſnecr of contempt, and ſays, /o be 
Ade ye hat 1 would have connived at the common 
| es of youth, if they had been attended with the 
© teſt degree of decency or refinement ; but I muſt 
Bot cosceal from you that your for” s are of the 
" loweſt and moſt degrading kind, and avowed in the 
molt public and indecent manner. I have never 
been able ro perſuade him to deliver the letters of 
 xccommendation which you procured him; he ſays 
be does not defire to keep ſuch company. I adviſ. 
ed him to. take an Italian maſter, which be flatly re- 
fuſed, faying, that he ſhould have time enough to 
earn lialian when he went back to England. But 
he has taken of bimſelf, a muſic-maſter to teach him 


throws away two or three hours every day. We 
ſpend” à great deal: of ds withont doing you or i! 
ourſelves any bonour by it ; though your ſon like 
he generality of his countrymen, values himſelf u- 
pon the expenſe, and looks upon al foreigners who 


= re not able to make ſo conſiderable'a one as 2 par- 


cel of beggars and feoundrels; ſpeaks of them, and if 
be ſpoke to ibem, would treat them, as fuch. 


La 11 might preſume to adviſe you, Sir, it ſhould 


be to order us home forthwith, I can aſſure you 


4 * that your ſon's morals and manners will be in much 


. lefs danger under your own inſpection at home than 
| Key can be under mine abroad ; and I defy bim to 
_— 5. SOD keep 
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h O26” 
reep wotſe Engliſh 5 England than he now” © 
keeps here. But whatever you may think fit to de- 
termine concerning him, I muſt humbly infiſt upon 
my own diſmiſſion, and upon Rave to aſſote you in- 
perſon of Nee 
to be, | 


las a 2 

| Your: ne- ; 

I have complied 'with my ſon's requeſt, in conſe-- 

quence of his governor's advice and have — 

him to come home immediately. But what ſhall 1 

do with him here, where he is but too likely to be 

encouraged and countehanced in thefe illiberal and 

ungentleman-like manners? My caſc is furely moſt ? 

ſingularly: unfortunate; to be plagued ow bne ſide dy | 

the polite and elegant foreign follie of my wife nd 5 

daughter, and on the other by the unconforming ob 

ſtinacy, the low vulgar nnn. er 2 nne. 

manners of my ſonn ads 

Perhaps my misfortune may A to you W 

r thoughts on the methods of education in genere, 

4 which conveyed to the public through your paper, 

way prove of public uſe. It is in that view fiogly/ 

' wanne this ſecond trpublè from, Sir, 8 

Tour moſt humble ſervant, ö 
$20 and conſtant wen, Lp 
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ſiome importance to his wiſe, the affair unaccounts 


E + peed of betraying the ſecrets of his office, (the bet 


10 p 
7 


an in the neighbourhood, he had ee ihe 
1 writer of this leiter: 


. mily, was fo delighted with the ſlory, that ſhe made 


=, lite * upon the ceticement of this. lady, 1 
E 


1 5-- 


©" sbe 8 1 ſhall let you into th diſc; 


ſecret of my birth and hiſtory. - | wit! 
I have zhe honour to be deſcended fromthe anci 
ent family of the Limbertongues in Staffordſhire. My 
grandfather was of the cabinet with Oliver Cromwell 
but unfortunately happening to whiſper a ſecret of 


© bly: becarue public, and ſentence of diſmiſſion was im. 

mediately paſſed upon bim. My father was decip- 
Ferer to King William, li was by his diligence and 
addreſs that the aſſaſſination plot, asd ſome other 
combinations. in that reign, werebrought to light. But 
heing ſomewhat too officious in bis zeal, he was ſuf 


ter as is ſuppoſed, to inſinuate himſelf into thoſe of 
the oppoſition,) and. was diſcarded with diſgrace. 
_ With a fertune barely ſofficient. for. ſupport; he re- 
red 10 bls native village in Staffordſbire; and ſoon 
marrying the daughter of an unbeneficed clergy» 


* 


Mou estlieſi infancy. gave ;ndications of an _ 
= nee mind; and it was my father's care to implant in 
me, ith. the firſt knowledge of words, an igſatiable 
defire to communicate. At twelve years old 1 diſ- 
covered the frailty of a. maifen aunt, and brought 
the curate of the pariſh into diſgrace.. A young la- 
dy of uncommon diſcretion, who boarded in the fa: 


wes party. in all her viſiis, to give me new occaſions: | 
af relating it: but happening one evening to Neal a 
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C1493. 5 
diſcovered her in the prettieſt familiarity imgioable = 
with the harlequin of a ſtrolling company. | 

It was about this time that a fever carried my mo- 
ther to her grave. My father for ſome weeks, was 
inconſolable; but making an acquaintaince with an 
innkeeper's daughter in the village, and marrying her 
ſoon after, he became the gayeſt man alive. By the 
direction of my new mother, who for unknown rea 
ſons, grew uneaſy at my prying diſpoſition, I was 
fentenced to a grammar ſchool at fifty miles diſtance. 
Mortified as 1 was at firſt, I began early to reliſh 
this change of life. A new world was opened to me 


for eiſcovefy; I wormed myſelf into the ſeetets f 


every boy, and made immediate information to the 
maſter. Many were the whippings upon theſe oc- 
eaſions; but as my heart always felt for the mif- 
chiefs of my tongue, I was the firſt ro condole with 
the ſufferer, and eſcaped ſuſpicion by my humanity. 
But all human enjoyments are tranſitory. It hap-- 
pened in the courſe of my diſcoveries, that by a per- 
verſe boy's denying the fact he was charged with, I 
was unfortunately, called up to give evidence againſt 
bim; and though I delivered ir with the ſtticteſt re- 


gard to truth, I found the whole ſchool ia combint- . 


tion againſt me, and every one nene, me 1 the 
name of Tell tale. 

From this unlucky accident bardly a day, pales” 2 
but I was eallec upon to anſwer facts which 1 never 
committed, and was as certainly 
ing them. I was buffered and abuſed by every body, 
and then whipt for quarreling; or if any thing was 
miſſing in the ſchool, it was conſtantly found in | 
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FY were ſecreis in the family, 
I diſcovered ſome particulat familiarities between my 


3 


"I « 44 » * 
| af py coar polen. kicked uf Ain truuk. 
During this continued ſtate of perſecuiion 1 wrote 
repeatedly to my father for Jeave 10 return home; 
but the government of that family was tra oferred 


and admittance to it, at common vacation times, de- 
ied me; at the end of five years, however, and, as 
- you will ſoon be informed, to my utter diſgrace, = 


obtained the favour of Py the 2 boly- 


2 8 ya at home. 


The morning after my arrival! ne at 
breakfaſt, by the demore looks of the maid, and 
now and then a fide wink at her miſtreſs, that there 
It was not Jong before 


mother. in-law and a ſpruce exciſeman in the neigh. 
bourhood; The room 1 lay in was the next to her's; 
but unadviſedly attempting a ſmall peep hole in the 


wWainſcot, I unluckily bored through the face of my 
Father's picture, which hung on the other fide ; by 
which misfortune I underwent the mortification of a+ 


diſcovery, and the ſevereſt diſcipline I ever felt. 


Stung with the reproaches I met with from this ad- 


venture, I doubled my aſſiduitles, and had the ſatis- 
faction of finding one afterpaon, in the garden, that 


tte exciſeman and my mother were made of. the ve-- 


ry ſame fleſh and blood with the curate and my aunt- 


My father bappeniog to be engaged at ihe next vil- 
lage, I had time to go ſrom houſe 10 houfe to inſorm 
dhe pariſn of his diſgrace; but how great vas my 
| ſurpriſe when at my tetutn home, inſtead of gaining 


vhs e N 80 mater. had art enough to 
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t. | turn 15 miſchief upon cava; and to get me en 
e | out of doors as the moſt wicked of incendiaries __ 
; Enraged as I was at my father's inhumanity, I 
d | ſel upon my kaees in the ſtreet, and made a ſolemn 
=- | oath never to enter his doors again, whatever miſery 
s | might. be the conſequence. With this reſolution, 
and ſomewhat more than a guinea, in my pocket, 
» | (which I had ſaved from the beuefactions of ſome 
| particular friends at my return from ſchool,) I took 
t* | the road by moonlight for London. Nothing re. 
d | matkable occurred to me on the way till the laſt 
e\ | mile of my journey; when joining company with a 
e | very civil gentleman, who was kind enough to con- 


duct me over the fields from Iſlington, and giving 
= } him a biſtory of my life, I found this humane gen- 
3- | tleman' ſo touched with my misfortunes as to offer 
me a bed at bis own houſe, and a ſupply. of what- 
erer money 1 wanted, till proviſion could be made 
for me. Such unexpected generoſity drew tears 
2+ | from me. I thanked him for his goodneſs; and 
-- | ſhowing him my guinea, which was yet unbroken, - 
II told him the fa- eur of his houſe would be ſuffici- 
-- | ent obligation. 1 was indced a little ſarpriſed to find 
t- | at that very inſtant my denefactors piſtol) at my breaft, 


* 
4 


and 2 menace of immediate death if I refuſed to de. 
liver : bat you will imagine, Mr Fitz Adam, that 1 
could withhold nothing from ſo kind a friend : and 
obligations being thus mutual between us, he left me 
| | to purſue my __ with a few halfpenee! iq my Pork 
et. k 
To deals beriet wy: aiſtreſſes on my firſt arrival 
in town would be to write a volume inſteed of a 
g letter. 
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1 5 obliged to combat geceſſity in the various charaQers 
of a poet, a balladfinger, a ſoldier, a tooth-drawer, a 


: Fs 
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ter- In a mort time my inquiſitive talents wete ta 


ken notice, of, and I commenced buſineſs in the paſt. 
of retainer to a bailiff's folloer ; but forgetting that 
ſeerecy was neceſſary to my commiſſion, I comma. 
nicated my errand wherever I Was ſent upon the 
| Jook-ovt, and gave many a fine gentleman time to 
eſcape. This employment tho' of ſhort duratian, 


hs got we a natural intereſt among the lawyers ; and, 


by the merit of ſcholarſhip, as well as writing a _tole- 
"Fable good band, I ſucceeded in time to the ſmart 
poſt of clerk 10 4 ſolicitor. But here, too, it was 
ry. misfortune to be a liitle too unguarded in my 


FOI diſcoveries ; for happening to be ſent ahroad with, 
©” bills of coſt for buſineſs never done, and fees never 


paid, I found it impaſſible zo conceal any thing from 
ide clients, and was diſcarded as-2 betrayer of my 


maſter's ſecrets. In the courſe of a few years I was 


mountebank, an actor, and a travelling tutor to 2 
Buck. In this laſt poſt I might have lived with eaſe 


And profit if I could have concealed from my pupil 


_ that: be was the plague of every country he came to, 
 apd.the diſgrsce af his own, By gradual progreſſion, 


zole in time 40 be aſſiſtant ſecretary to an envoy a- 
broad, Here it was that my inquiting mind began 
io be of ſervice, 10 me; but happening in 2 fe 
months to make a diſcovery of certain tranſactions 
not much to the honour of my maſter, and being de · 


ſteeſed in tranſmiuing them (o my friends in Eagland, 
| 1 was 2 n office with contempt and 


deggary. 


and having acquired ſome knowledge of French, 1 
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wide © Upon this occaſioa* my neceſſities buried 


me to an act of guilt that my conſcience will ſor e. 
ver upbraid me with; for being thus deſerted in a 
country where Avarity: was unfaſhionable; and redu- 


ced io the very point of ſtarving, I renounced 


my religion for bread, and became a brother. - 


of the Mendicants of St. Francis. Under the 


ſanQity of this habit, and from the example of !the 
brotherbood, I led a life of profligacy and wanton» 
neſs: But though my conſcience was ſubdued, my 
tongue retained its freedom; for it was my misfor- * 


tune one-day, through ignorance of my company, to 
betray the ſecrets of a lady's confeſſion to her own 


hvſband, The ſtory began to ſpread; and! it was by 
a ſort ol. miracle that I found the means W 
with life. 905 

At wy return into England I made a ſolemn. re- 
nunc:ation of my apoſtacy; and by the, favour of. a 


certain great man became of conſequence enough ſor 


the ſervice of a_ miniſterial writer. My performan- 
ces for ſome time were highly applauded: but being 
2 little fond of communicating objections, for the 
ſake of anſwering them, I was accuſed of weakening 
the cauſe, and ordered to look out for other employ- 
ment. Enraged at the injuſtice of this treatment, I 
devoted my pen to the ſervice of patriotiſm ; but 
being ſomewhat indiſereet in my zeal, and occaſional- 
ly hinting to the world that my employers were on- 
ly contending for power, I had the ſentence. of dif 
miſſion paſſed upon me for inadvertency, 

Being thus driven from all employment, and al. - 
ther Rn conquer the bent of my 
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uind, 1 began ſeriouſly to conſider bow I might turn 


this very dipoſition to advantage. In the midſt of 


: - theſe refletions it occured to me that the ladies were 


naturally openhearted like myſelf, and that if 1 ten- 


Adered them my ſervices, and ſupplied them with ſcan- 
dal upon all their acquaintance, I might find my ac- 


count in it. But as wicked as this town is thought 


td be, and as knowing as I was in what was doing in | 
it, 1 bon found that the real occurrences of life 


were too inſipid for the attention of theſe fair ones, 


2 and that I muſt add invention to facts, or be looked 
vpon as a trifler. I accordingly laid about me with 


« 
£44 
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with all my might, and by a judicious mixture of 
truth and lies, ſucceeded ſo well, that in leſs than 
- two.months I carried off a Jowaper of quality, and 


am at preſent a very reſigned NN OR with a band. 0 


ſome fortune. 
This Sir, is wy hiſtory; and a8 I cannot keep any 
wing that I know, and as I know almoſt every thing 
_ that people would wiſh to keep, I intend myſelf the 
honour of correſponding with you often ; I am, 
81, Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Nie. Livaixtonxcus. 
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; 1 am the oe of © a 3 wich wbem l 


Aived happily and in affluence for many years. 


IN We had no children, and when he died he left me 


7 2 he had but his affaics were ſo involved, that the 
5 balance 
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bebe cbich 1 EO After" trig gone itegogh 


of | much) enpenſe and trouble, was. Yo more thin o, 

ere thouſand: poun.!s. "This ſum I placed fa the hands 
en- | of a friend of my buſbands, why was teckoned 3 
aan - good man in the city;*and who showed me zn inte- 

ac. | tereft of four per cent. for my capital; and withthis I 
phe | forty pounds a year 1 retired, and boarded in 2 1 

g in lege about an buadred miles from London. 9 

life Thete was an old lady of geen fertune in that / 


neighbourhood, who vifited often Mt the, bouſe where 


nes, 

ked | Hodged; he pretended aftet 3 mort acquaintance, 
Fh ts take a great liking for me: "ſhe proſeſſed a Fiiend- 

- of | (hip for ms and deln nen e ens . 
han lire wich her.. 

and Between the time of taking this my fed « 
nd- | and putting it into execution, I was informed that 


this lady, whom 1 ſhell Tall Lady Mary, "Ws very 
unequal in her humodurs, aud treated her fafetjors 
and dependents wich that inſlence Which ſie injagi- 
en ee ſortuue gave her rigtit to make uſe 
of no. 0.1 mort 1900 = DIGI (2060115: 5 7 199 „ 
But as L was neither ber relation t oor dejendcnt; 
and all that 1 defifed- from bet was common civili 
u. I thought that whehever her Ladyſhip or her 
houſe became aiſagreesble to me, 1 could retite to 
my old quarters, ud live in the "(Gn wanner a8 I 
did before þ eame acquoimted with her; and upon the 
ſicength of this reaſoning,” 1 packed up my cloths, 
peid off my todgings, aud was conveyed by my Lt | 
dy Rory in her own cosch to the #SGonhBWe \* _ 
For dhe ſirſi year . me wich dvility ii 
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kane but i an 1 could-not help e 
| Ing chat he had. no affection for. any-bedyc; Inſound 
3 bout that.ſhe did not love her neareſt relatidns, h 
. vere high eſteemed by all the reſt of the'neigh- 
- Sable and. therefore [I gave but litle credit io 
allſthe proteſtations of figendibip-which ſhe was co. 
- tinpally;making o mea. 
5 She told. me all that ſhe knew, and more than fhei 
Anew; and inſiaua ed: to me, that L»was: to lool u- 
5 pon-the:truſt ſhe repoſed in me as the flrongeſt po 
13 ita. bigheſt friendſ{þip. But-theſe-inſinuaticos lo(ti 
3 . their effict; for I know. by experience. that there 
1 _— i gegen of whica number her Ladyſhip was 
b 5 one, that oſten have need to unboſom themſelvex, 
ko moſt, have ſome body 40 impart cheir ſectets to, 
' and, who. whey they know any e e 
dere meyet at eaſe till they tell it. 
S u te proceed, in; my yſtory.. One day wheu her 
= Ladhſt ig had tzeated.me. with: uncommed kindbeſiʒ 
anne past ia diüune ichs ches 
| 
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of ber relations, I received a letter from London to 
_  inform.me, thaitheſperſoy.in whoſe, handel had pla. 
_ cod my fortune, ang who ll that ume, bad pald my - 
dbdotereſt money very;exa(lly,. was broke and had Ned? 
- ts kingdoms... ; an Of Sane 200155d. arc 
> 1 od Mary, in ber fins of friend(bip, bad offered. 
b EE me pigſents,.. and, perhaps he ;dfiner; +þdcauſeE al 
1 n had ſometimes td me bow | 
4 defixops, he Was. ia do, met good: in an thing that 
{ 1 — 8 bad the 
4 8 = £94 Seer dcte, 9 * yvond 
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vnd hst my litil- fort ane Sub u durcb nb hn 


2 Nr 


that it would be unjuſt in me to- ſuſpett that IMoull: 


attention than emotlon: but after returning it t x 


them, by giving me proofs of her unalterable friend - 


_» 
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was truly ſenſible of and bloſſed in the heartaeli ſato- 


faclian of independence. imagine chen rp Abet T - 


ſelt at the receipt. of the above mentioned letter, A 
chat I. ſlrall ſi: to yon abbut wilat it prollaced is, 
that 1 cook, my refolution immediately 1 carried 
the letter in my hind to Lady Muy; bu deſere 1 

gave it to her, I told her wat I had never dounted: 

die Haeerity of ber friendſhip, and at I was 
thoroughly ſenſible: of the kindieſs wiihiawhich the 
weateS me. I pat her in mind of theopreſegts whicht - 
he had offered me. and added that while L was het 
ia want of her alliſtance, I thought it urong to gc. 
cept of ibem; but that the time was now ome, when 
ber friendihip was likely to become my only ſuppoct: 


"I 
Xx 
- 


not receive it; and that the leiter 1 then gave her? 
would tell ber all, and fpare my tears. 
Her Ladyſhip immediately read tt over inlay more 


me, the embraced me, ud aſſuted me, in a-condol- 
ing voice, that however great my misfortunes might 
be, ſhe could not help ſceling ſome ſatisfaction in 
thinking chat it was in ber power to alleviate _ 


ſbip ; that her houle, her tabje, hor'ſervants, ſhould" 

always continue to be” mine: that we re e 

pur while we ved, and that I ſhouldq feel nochange- | 

in my condition from this NE Tm of ON =” 

dixcumtat.ces.. rains? . a ;f 
mp any bady that * Hew me "OR 5 
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3 eder mier of FA 
- conſolation but hen I retired: to my cham*cr; and 


refleted-upon-my: paſt and preſent fituation, 'F ſaw 
chat A had very hing to regret in the one, and very 
Fnle to hope: for from: the other ; nnd the follow- 
- . wg day convitced me-of _ manner in n | wes, 
| Þ lier uso Bf. 
Wberever Lady Mary ſpoke to we, te bad tix 
ert called me Mis Trumen; but the very next 
morning udtbre-kfaſt (ie left out Mis and upon no 
gester -provecnic.t than breaking a tes cup, ſhe 
made me thoroughly ſex ſchle oſ her ſuperiority and 
my dependence. Lord Truman, you ire ſo a2 - 
Vardl pray be more carcſol for the fue, or we 
* hall noi ive long together, Po you think I can af- 
fore whore ry. china broke zt this rate, "un n 
-— On is the bargain?® ? 
-From this woment I was obliged. to Hop the 
- we. and character of friend, which F had hithttro 
maintained with a lute dignity, and to take up that 
Which ibe French call complaiſante, and the Engliſh 
| humble cempanicy. Bot it did nor ſtop tere ; for 
| in'a week i was teduced to be as 'miſerable a Toad- 
- eater as any in Great Britain, which ia the ſtricteſt 
ſegnſe of ihe werd is a ſervant; cxcept that the Toad- 
ester has the honour of dining with my Lady, and 
"the misfortune of receiving vq wages, 
The beginning of wy ſervitude was being emp! oy- 
eie small bubz-s in ber Lodyſtäp's own preſence. 
ed fetch this, Truman catry that, T roman 
-- replay enen, the.por; Truman pour 
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SY | W. ..- © - ay 1 
at | out we coſſte, Truman ſtir . le Trum call a+ 
od 


ſervant; Truman get me a | oper res . pur” b 
me in mind to take my drops. 

ry | > Thelecond part of my ſervice vas Harder, 1 * 

good houſewife; 1 underſtood preſerving,” pickſſug, 

&, and paſtry pet fectiy well; T was'no bad milliner, and 

II was very well filled in the management of a dal- 

i ry. All theſe tile talents Thad frequently produ-- 
oed ſometimes for my own amuſement, and ſome- 

- times to make my court to my Ladys But now 
what had been my diverſion became my employ- 
ment: my Lady could touch no ſweetmeat, pickle, . 

tort, or cheeſecake, but what was the work of 7 

hends. I made up all her linen, I mended and ſome - 

times waſtied her lace; the butter ſhe eats: poery-” / 
morniry is 2H of my churring, and 1 "make every 
Aipcoat- cheeſe that is brought to her table: "hd" it- 
vuy of thefe my various Yorks miſcitry, I anr feed 
ed or pouted at as muetr as if I was hired and paid for” 
evety dranch We en ew ploymenti- ts. which: 

a ap” | 

This degradation vfinine tas not ned! the 0 
of the quickſiphted ſervants. The chan ge 10 = wi 
tustion bas produced a total one is ter beben opc. 

There is hardly a chamdermaid that Will bring me 1 
up a bottſe of water into my room, or a ſoofmag - 

that will give me 2 glaſs of ſmall beer at dinners. © 

- muſt gow give you an account of certain . 

. | lations which I am ethoined to obſerve at table. 

* m abſolutely forbid to taſſe any dh That is; citable” 

r men hed or that de mike forfup-- 
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"nerds. 7 3 1 am . ſrom, eating af moſt 


diſhes that come before: us. I muſt never taſle boĩ- 


led or roaſted beef; and bam and veniſon paſty are 


. equally: contraband. Fowls, chicken. and all ſorts of 
tzme, come under the article of prohibited goods: 
and though I ſee bra wn and Rurgeon ſerved up every 
day during ihe whole uiatet, I am no more the bet- 
ter for them than Tantalus was for. bis apples; and 
_ really ſometimes I eat as little as thoſe who dine with 
_ Dgke Humpbry, of as Sancho did when he was made 
+ governor af Baratatia. ., To this I may. add, that I 
have not. talted a glaſs of wine in our dere ſor 
fog years, and that punch, biſhop, cool tankard, and 
nezus, ate (equally denied me; and I never muſt 
touch any fruit unleſs whey I am to preſerve it. . 


9 44 


- The rewards I receive for the ſervice 1 20, and 


_ enjoyment; of the mere neceſſaries of life, provided 
Sj exclude money out of the number. I am cloth- 
out of Lady Mary's wardrobe ;-.and 1 have of- 
added Mrs Pinup, ber Ladyſhip's woman, paſt all 
See re, her Ladyſhip chuſes that 1 „ 
_ gt go naked: about the houſe. + 
„Nor being much uſed 10 2 coach, I am ab 
fat with Luing backwards i in one. -This wy Lady 
= perfefily well; but ſince I entered. into my 
of dependence. — am conſtantly, obliged to ſet 
der ſit forwards alone, in. the daily ane we. 
2 upon rbe adjacent c on · : I 


Lon have, already ſeen. Sir, that] 40 the . 


he LOG Wont; SY 
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he xefiraint which 1 ſubmit 10, conſiſt in having the | 
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divers: \ ule te ood acquaint. you with ſome ab- a | 


| _ employments which 1 am forced to ſubmit ro, 
I have already binted to you, has my Lady has 
no real Friendſhip. for either man or woman, Her 
affections are ſetiled upoſ the brute creation, for 
whom ſhe ex preſſes incredible tender neſs. You would 
take ber monkey to be ber eldeſt ſon, by the care 
lhe ſhows of him; and ſhe could not be more indubk 
gent to ber favourite daughter than (he is t her lap» 
dog; ſhe has a real friendihip for her partot; and 
me other day ſhe expreſſed much more joy at the 
ſafe delivery. of a beloved cat than ſhe had done, 
ſome months before, at the bit ih of her grandſon. 
It is my province io tend, wait upon, and ſerve, 


this favoatite'part of the familys I am-mate anſ-. 


verable for all their faults; and if any of them. are 
ſick, it is 1 that am to blame. It was through my 
wy vegligence that Pug broke” my-lady's finelt ſet of 
china; and my forgetting to give Veny her dinnes 


was the occaſion of the dear creature's illneſs. Polls A 


flence-is often attributed to my il} uſage ; ind tha 
murder of two or three kittens has been moſt un- 
juſtly laid to my charge. 4 i gs 

I dow come to ſome gtievances of anacher kind; | 


dacd Lana almoſt aſhamed to. A 


neceſlary to be told. - - 

My Lady bas, ſor the W 
the. by. I make all har eye· water ) three · iſſues; one 
In each arm, and one on her beck. Now it hap. 
pong ut e r 7 
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1 4 in her ſtesd: and unfortunately Pie 


quitted myſelf of the tafle fo much to my Lady's'fa- 
_ riefation, that Mrs Pinup has been turned ont of 
75 ace which zs given to me, and I am mn. ie 
di flaoe for liſe. n 
There was another thing happened to Fg laſt. 
year, which deſerves to be inſerted” in this letter, and 
_ which though it made me cry, Es am afraid make 


other people laugh. 5 n 


Lady Mary out of the ſew teeth ſhe ws left, bad” | 


ode that had the impudence to ake, and keep her la- 

 Oyfhip awake for two dights together; upon this Mr: 
Merey the fargeon was ſent for, who upon viewing 

_ the affected part, deelared immediately. for extraCti--- 

en. This put my lady into a terrible sgony: ſhe 

_ declared ſhe never had a woth drawn in ber life, and 


imat ſhe could never be brought” to undergo if, un · 


leſs ſhe faw: the ſame operation performed upon ſowe 
body elſe in her preſence. Upon this all the ſervants- 
were ſummoned, and ſhe endeavoured to perſuade 
- them, one after another, to have a tooth drawn for 
her ſervice : but they all refuſed, end choſe rather 
to loſe their places than their teeth. Lady Mary ad- 
- dreſſed herſelf to me, and conjured me, by the long 
- fiendſhip that had ſubſiſted between us, and by all. 
- the obligations I had already to her, and thoſe the - 
Vn determined to conſer upon me, to grant her this 
requeſt. Iblaſt to tell you that 1 yielded, and part. 
e& with a fe white ſound tooth: but whar- will you 
Ny when J. alſo tell you, that after 1 had loft mine, 

3 W— without Rr. 0 
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21 Ley Mary takes great nay of pbytic;/ r ; 
part of my buſineſs is to prepare and make up tbe 
dofes; but what is ſtill worfe, ber 'Ladylhip wilt 
ſwallow norbing til I have taſled : in her preſence; 
I allo make and 'n'dmivider alf the water giüe! that 
ſhe drioks with her phylic, and am forced to attend 


ber with camomile tea when the takes a vomit. T bis. MA 


laſt is bard duty, as ii not obly*makes "me" conſfant | 
iy fick, but as ey ſtalks my . Joun' and w_ 
ron. Fat WD 15 2-94: 4 | 
| I have now ey bose wich all my bod bars. | 
ſhips, and ſhall} proceed to à grievance whith yes 
heavier on me than all 1 have already mentiotied j F 
mean that per petual ſacrifice of truth which 1 mn for- 
N to make for Ladyſhip's ſervice. © 
Lady Mary is abant x ty ſioe, and labours and | 
2 vice which ſometimes perſons of the lame ſex and 
age ate ſobject to; I mean that of telling long and 
improbable ſtories. Se has a fine invention, which - 
often carries her beyond the bounds even of poſfibi- - 
lity. She deals largely in the marvellous, and'when- 
ever the perceives that ſhe has made the company 
ſtare a litiſe too much, (he conftantly appeals to me 
for the truth of a fat which I never heard before, 


but of which-1 am dechred 10 e been an eyes 


witoeſs. _ © + 

 Anothet grievance is, 0 1 heady; dit wa 
the richeſt perſon inthe neighbourhood, is thorough 
y convinced that no body of an inferior fortune 
can ever be in the tight in any diſpure which may * 
neren between them; and as her Ladyſhip's arga- 
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hate mez be fam deieſt me, and my. WY Bente 
1 don pat love; aud cannot eſleem me. 


eq ſiſe 1 lead end as I dare ſay that there ate many 
= whoipaſ.their days exactly in the fame manner, you 
„ vin de them and 2 ſiogular ſervice by printiog 
4 this letter. My Lady. takes in your. paper; and“ 


KF 1 as very. weak, & ber Bene are 
- * . very frong; and what ſhe wants in renſan ine wakes 
| vb in anger, which ſometimes riſes. 0 abuſe : vnd 


ments have made all the neighbours my enemies, 


in all chele diſputes ſhe. never ſails to appeI to me, 
$8 an eqvitable judge for m deeiſion of ie conteſt: 
Pbich appeal being accompanied with ane of Colonel 
Hernando's Jooks, ſentence. is. immediately pronoun 


_ ted in her favour ; for what cn reaſon or argument 


do againſt , fear and poverty? Theſe: unjuſt jadge- 


who impgine allo that, by his bebayiour-of miue, I 
wal be highly in my Lady's good graces: ſo that: 


they hate what they ought to, compatlioaare, and en- 
vy what they ſhould rather pfiy. It is the ſame caſe 
in every quarrel that happens between ber Ladyſtiip, 


and her.own relatipns. | I am made the witneſs and 
judge in every cauſe; aod I own very freely iat 


my reſiunony is generally falſe, and my judgment 


isl: do thep upon the « whole, my neighbours 


Vou ere now Sir, fully in formed of "YE FS ON 


lende it about to All the neighbogrs.: zd there are 
© lame deatures of my condition 100 ſtrongly draws” 
t be wiſtaken by ody of my aequdiotance. A com- 
pas Weneſs-would not have been ſuffi ont: bot 
babe ee . er 9 and 
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» | be known'at Acſt ſigbe, and perhaps, ay cot. 

"© | to change my ſcene for's better. Bur'one'thiby T 

*7 | fure-of which is, that nd alteration: that can Hopi 

ba to mo fron: the cn 0 + piper an be for tlie 

” vaſes | Ps 
bd fg "af Your ee 4 SAT, 
Lag $404 ol 15 2oge! humble ſervipt, | Err 
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A. e 77 Mouriage, 


JF an ſtories" that have hiiberto UK | 

" | thelr-»ppearance in Engliſh, chere is not one. 

hal conveys ſo petſect and beautiful a moral as that 

of the Prince” Rozvanfchad aud the Pijoceſs Chekic-' 

riſtany, in the firſt voluthe of the Perfian Tales. Ruz- g 
vanſchad was King of © China; | and Cheheriſtany, 

Prifniceſ# of an iſland of Gen. They ſelf defperate e 

in le with each other; aud after the uſual dels, 
dene Gttled lo doe forts in ade Anand Gf CANE” 

| tian! chere the lady was Queen: But beſbre the 18 


\, 
. 


2 


2 


5 leafShartion of this marriage, the Printe of the Ge: 
« | vil addrefled "the King of Cos in i followitg 
„ anne : I aiot going,” ſald fie, 416" mp 

„ | your Majeſty any viireaforiable feqceſt, rhongh' 1 the 
© power Fhave,oter you; and the  ſuperiofity of "m 

2 _—_— Og? 1 wolf 68 
be Saen 5 c 


ere 
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; 5 — 20 . de . adds th 1 King of Chioa. 
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3 Ae a . N that for the honour of 


59g Qucen, and for out mutual happine(s, vou ui 
2 Kody cola pl with me in every thing I have a mind 

5 to 35 The Genu are never in the wrong; if, there- 
fore, at any Sme my actions ſaould happen to 2Þ- 


/ pear vnaccountable and extravagant ſay within your: 


elf, my wiſe has reaſon. for hat ſhe does; for it is 
_ impoſlible that we ſhould live together in love and 
| harmony u unless you. implicity believe that I am al- 
Ways inzhe right.” The King, accordingly to the u- 
_ niverſal cuſtom. of lovers, promiſed very readily t6 
thipk in all chings as his Princeſs would have him; 


4 — 9 and the marriage was celebrated with all imaginable 


ſplendour. 


Y Ĩ be ſequel of the ſiory afarnis us, that his Ma: | 


Jed of Chinn, did not abſolutely keep bis royal pro- 


mile ; for that vpon certain trifling occaſions, ſuch 


| 807 Inflance, as the Queen's flinging her ſog into the 
ſire, giving her daughter to be devoured. by a wild 


1 25 dealt, deſtroying the proviſions. of his whole army, 
OS - and the like, (which are: only allegorical expreſſions, 


piping 2 mamma's giving up her ſon to the fire. 
bis paſſigos, carrying ber daughter to the maſque- 


radi ade, and conſuming the ſubſtance af, her huſband,) 
0 her i in ine wrong, but had the 


be not only. 4bougb 


45} "2 


:  raſhgeſs to tell her. to. Here begins the miſery of, 


2.87 3 this. royal. and, onge bappy couple; ibe Queen: ſeps-. 


rates her ſelf from ber, huſband, and at the end of ten 
hole e Fears, conſents to cobabitstion upon no other 
: wif iche than a renewal of the e ratified. by 


eee | - 3 "Ts 
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| mong the number of theſe commands, and that it 


4 be, ) 
inde ſeen bis error, never. failed to vcknowbedge 


ih Ss 
. N 


he wiſdom of his Queen in all ſhe did, and that the ß 


lieed to an extreme old age, the happieſt monarchs. 


of the eaſt, 

If every buſband in England was to read this ſio- 
Ty night and morning, till he had got it by heart; 
and in imitation of the King of China, if he would 
conſider himſelf.as a mere ſon of Adam, and his wife 
of the ſuperior nature of the Genii, the happineſs of 


his life would in all probability be ſecured; for I am 


fully perſuaded that all the inſelicities of. the marri- 
ed ſtate are occaſiohed by men's finding fault with 


the conduct of their wives, and imagining themſclves 


to be fitter for government than for obedience. 


For my own part, I have always looked upon 


the huſband to be the head of the wife, juſt in the 


fame manner as a fountain is the head of a ſtream, - 
which only finds ſuppites- for its wanderings, wich- 


out directing the current which way it. ſhall flow. 
Tt may poſlibly be objected that wives are command- 
ed in a certain book, called the Bible, to be obedi- 
ent to their huſbands ; but a lady of my acquain- 


tance, who is a great caſviſt in divinity, ſeems 'ts 


bave ſet this matter in a true light, by obſerving, 
that as moſt of the -commentators upon the New 
Teſtament have agreed that fome of its particular 
commands and prohibitions are merely local and 
temporary, and intended only as cautions to the 
chriſtians againſt giving ſcandal to the Jews and 
Heathens among whom they lived, the makes no 
manner of doubt that obedience to huſbands was 2 


F 


: 
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might be right to obſerve it in the infancy of Chrif: 
Ne but not now. 


- opinion, that to command is neither the province of 
the wife nor the huſband, and that to adviſe or in- 
treat is all that either has a right to; bur this I take 
to be wrong policy; for as every private family i is 2 
Jinle ſtate within itſelf, there ſhould be a ſuperior 
and laws, or all will be anarchy and confuſion ; and 
us it is indifputable that the wife knows more of fa- 
_ mily-affairs than the huſband, there is no reaſon in 
the world for wing the command out of her 
hands. —.— 
E Vuxery body ſecs that which men keep miſtreſſes 
- hey commence ſubjects under an abſolute tyranny: 
._ - and that a wife ſhould have leſs authority is, in my 
own, private opinion a very bad caſe; eſpecially if 


der huſband, but as the wgiverſsl phrafe is, his better 
2 part. Every body knows too, that good-1umour in 
; = 23 wife is the moſt neceſſary of all the virtues to ſe. 
ceure the happineſs of a husband; and how is her 
good humour to be preſerved, if ſhe is to be under 
perpetual controuh; it is no new diſcovery that the firſt 
” with of a woman Is power; if therefore, you give 
the ſceptre into her hand, and intreat her to ſay and 
to do according_to' her. own good. pleaſure, it will 
be almoſt impoſſible for her to be always out of 
 newper. 

Bat the ſubordination of husbands will appear to 
de of greater neceſſity, if it be conſidered how unfit 
0" as is to WO, himſelf, 1 have knows 

busbands 


* — 


Many perfons, as well Chriſtians as others, areof 


It be conſidered that ſhe is not only one flefh with 


F. 


| 5 * 63 5 ; | 
husbands of hopeful Apollon, who from 1 
left entirely to their ow u management, have run in- 
to every excels of riot and debauchery ; when it bas 
been obvious, that had their. wives exerted the pro + 
per authority over them, they would-have made the 
ſobereſt and meekeſt men alive. How thankful there- 
fore, ought we to be, that our wives ate inclined to 
take upon themſelves the troubleſome office of go- 
vernment, and to leave to their husbands the eaſy 
duty of obedience, which a child of ſix years old is: 
as c2pable of performing as his father of forty ! ! 
I have indeed, heard it objected, that all women 
are not ſufficientiy qualified for the government of 
their hasband3. But by whom is this objection made? 
By fome obſlinate-old Bachelor, who for want of 
coaverſing with the lex, has formed very erroneous 
opinions of their dignity and abilities T's decice 
tis queſtion, 1 wo»ld only appeal to thoſe husbands 
who have Rec in 2 conkant Nate of ſubjeftion to 
"their wives; and if any one of them dare tell me 
that ke has once wiſhcd to be his own maſter, 1 will 
be a bachelor in unbelief. It has alſo beea objected, 
that the tyranny of a wife may ſometimes be a little 
more abſolute than the husbaud may wiſh 10 be; 
but it has always been a maxim, that an abſolute 
moaarchy is the beſt, provided that. we know, and“ 
have a right of chuſing our ruler: the husband theres 
fore, ſhould be ſatisfied with a ſmall extenſioa of 
the prerogative, whofe monarch is not only of his 
on cuuliag, but one whom he bas courted 10 reign 
over him. 


It is matter of no ſmall ſatisfaction to me that, by: 


— 


vindicating 


4, 
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. vindicaritiy the ſovereignty of the ladies, I am doing 
fer vice to my king and country; for while men are 
- kept under a continued ſtate of ſubjection at home, 
they will ſubmit with more alacrity to the laws, and 
feel. a deficiency : of thoſe fpitits which, for want of 
proper controul, might lead them into riots, inſur- 
rections, and rebellions. It were to be wiſhed, in- 
dieed, that the ladies would drop the ſtudy of 10 

nal politics, and eonfine themſelves to family go+ 
vernment enly; for while a husband is no other than 
the vaſlal öf his wife, a female cobite (unleſs ſhe 


" 


1 - +  ſheuld happen to-be ugly, or an old maid), may be 


_Y 


a dangerous creature. TI ſhall. therefore conclude 
this paper by recommending it to the Admiciftration. 
* to have a particular eye i 0 thoſe ſcminaries of fe- 
male learning known by the reme of Boarding- 
ſchools. It might got be improper if the oaths of 
. Allegiance and Abjuration were to be adminiſtered to 
the ſuperiors and mademoiſelles of ſuch eolleges, or 
if the head of his prefent Majeſty King George 
* was to be worked by every prcity Miſs at the bottom 
of her ſampler. 


Nee e n 


„„ T O-R 1 


7 |: _ of 


* * 


>a > + © ber, of. a Polile Duel. 

m the widow of Mr Solomon Muzzy; T am 
5 the daughter of Ralph Pumpkin, Eſq. and lam 

the grand · daughter of Sir Joſiah Pumpkin of Pump- 

WK N in South Wales. was ed ucated, with my 
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two elder ſiſters, under the care and tuition of my 


honoured grandfather and grandmother, at che Hall 


houſe of our anceſtors, It was the conſtant cuſtom 
of my grandfather, when he was tolerably ffee from 
the gout, to ſummon” his three grand daughters to 
his bedſide, and amuſe us with the moſt important 
tranſactions of his life, I took particular delight in 
hearing the good old man illuſtrate his own charac- 
ter, wkich he did, perhaps not without ſome degree 
of vanity but always with a. ſtrict adherence to trath, - 


He told us he hoped we would have children, io > 
| whom ſome of his adventures might prove uſeful z 


and important, 
Sir Icſiah was ſcarce 1 nineteen years old when he 


was inrroduced at the Court of Charies II. by his + 
uncle Sir Simon Sparrowgraſs, who was at that time 
Lancaſter herald at arms, and in gr-at favour at- 
Whiteball. As ſoon as he kiſſed the Kings hand 
be was preſented t6 the Duke of York, and immedi· 
atcly afterwards to the miniſters and the miſtre ſſes. 
His fortune, which was conſiderable, and his wanners 
which were extremely elegant, made him ſo very ac- 

ceptable in all companies, that he had the tonour to 
be plunged at once into every polite party of wit, 
plraſure, and expenſe, that the courtiers could poſſi - 
bly diſpliy. He danced with the ladies; he drank © 
wich the gentlemen : he ſuag loyal catches," and 
broke bottles and glafles, in every-tavera- through. - 

out London: but (till he was by no means a perſect By 
fine gemleman ; be had not fought a Duel. He- 

was ſo extremely unfortunate. as never to have had 
even the happineſs of a'rencoumer, The want oft 
1 3 | opportunity, , 
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| © - opportunity, not of "I. bad oceaſioned this in- 


glorious chaſm in bis character. He appeared not on- 
by to che whole Court, but even in his own eye, an 
© unworthy and degenerate Pumpkin, ull he had ſhown 
*- himſelf as expert in opening a vein with a [word as 
any ſurgeon: in England could do with 2 lancet; 


- Things remgined in this unhappy ſitvation till he was 


negr 4wo-and-twenty years of age, At lengeh his 
better ſtars prevailed, and he received a moſt egre-- 
Sion affront from Mr Cucunber, one of the gente. 
men uſhers of the privy chamber, Cueumber, WhO 
Was in waiting at court, ſpit inadvertently into the 
e, and as he ſtood next to Sir Joſiah Pump- 
kin, part of the ſpitile reſted upon Sir Joſiah's ſhoe, 
N was then chat the true Pumpkin honour aroſe ia 


_ bloſhes upon his cheeks. He turned upon his heel, 


went home immediately, and ſent Mr Cucumber a- 


challenge Captain Daiſy, a friend to eact party, 


not only carried the challenge, but adjuſted the pre- 


_ liminaties: The heroes were to fight in Mocrfieldg 


bend to bring fifteen ſeconds on a fide, Punctuslity 


18 ſtrong iaſtance of valour upon theſe occaſions; 
Phe clock of St Paubs ſtruck ſeven juſt when the- 
combatants were marking out their ground, and 
each of the two-and-thirty. gentlemen was adjuſting 
Vimſelf into a poſture of deferce againſt his adver- - 
fary. It happened to be the hour for breakfaſt in 
the hoſpital of Bedlam- A ſmall- bell had rung to 
ſummon ihe Bedlamites into the great gallery. The 
_ keepers had already unlocked the cells, and were 
bringing forth their mad folks, when the porter of 
3 Owen Macduffy, _—_— at the i iron gate, 
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murder, ſwords, daggets, bloodſhed i” Owen's voice 


was always remarkably loud, but his fears had ren- 
dered it ſtill louder and more tremendous. His 


words ſtruck a panic into-the keepers; they loſt all 
their preſence of mind, they forgot their priſoners 
and haſtened moſt precipitately down fairs to the 
ſcene of action. At the ſight ef naked ſwords-their 
fears increafed, ar.” at once they ſtood*openmanth» 
ed and motionleſs. Not fo the Junatics: freedom to 
madmen, and light to the blind, are equally raptur- 
ous. Ralph Rogers the tinker began the alarm. His 
brains had been turned with joy at the Reſtoration, 


and the poor wretch imagined that this glorious ſet 


of combatants were Roundheads and Fanatics, and 
sccordingly he cried out, © Liberty and property, 


my boys! down with the Ramp! Cromwell and 


lreton are come from hell to deſtroy us. Come, my 
Cavalier lads fullo'y me, and let us knock out their 


brains.” The Bedlamites immediately obeyed, and“ 
with the tinker at their head, leaped over the bali 


fters of the ſtaircaſe, and ran wildly into the fields. 


In their way they picked up ſome ſaves and cudpels; - 


which the porters and the keepers had inadvertenily 
left behind, and ruſhing forward with amazing fury, 


they forced. themſelves outrageouſly into the midſt 
of the combatants, and in one unlucky moment de- 
ſtroyed all the decency and order with which this 


moſt illuſtrious due} had. begun. - 
Ir ſeemed according to: my grandfather' $ obſery1- 


uon, a very untoward fate, that two and-thirty gen- 


| tlemen . 


and beiolding ſuch a number of armed men ia the « 
midſt of the fields, immediately, roared out, & Fire; 
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+ rvemen of courage, honovr, fortune, and quality, 
mould meet together in hopes of killing each other, 
wich all that teſolution and politeneſs which belong - 
ed to their ſtations and ſhould at once be routed dif- 
perſed, and even wounded, by a ſet of madmen, 
without fword, piſtol, or any. other more honourable - 
__ weapon than a cudgel. 

The madmen were not only heme in W : 
but numbers. Sir Joſiah Pumpkinhad Mr Cucum- | - 
ber ſtood their ground as long as pollible, and they 

' both endeavoured. to make the lunatics the ſole ob- 

jects of their mutual revenge; but the two friends p 
were ſoon overpowered, and no perſon. dating. to | 
come to their aſſiſtance, Each of them made as pro- - 
per a retreat as the place and circumſtances would p 
admit. 

Many of the other gentlemen were knocked * 
down, and trampled under foot. Some of them, 
whom my grandfather's generoſity would never 

name, betook them'elves to flight ig a very inglori- 
hs manner. Anearl's fon was ſpied dlinging ſub- 
miſlively round the-feet of mad Nockliugton the tai- 
lor A young baronet although naturally intrepid, 
was obliged to conceal himſelf at the bottom of Pip- 
pin Kate's apple ſtall, A Shropſhire fquire of three 
- thouſand pounds a. year was diſcovered chin -· deep, and 
- almoſt ſlifled in Fleet-ditch. Even Captain Daiſy 
F- © himſelf was found in + milk. cellat with viſible marks 
of fear and conſternation. Thus ended this inauſ- 
picious day. But the madmen continued their out- 
rages many, days after, It was near a wetk before 
* they were all retaken and chained down in their 
| cells. 
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cells. During that interval of liberty they committed 
many offenſive pranks throughout the cities of Lon- 
don and Weſtminſter, and my grandfather himſelf 
had the misfortune to ſee mad Rogers come into the 
Queen's drawiagroom, and ſpit in a Ducheſs's 
ſage, « - 

Such unforſeen diſaſters occaſion*d ſome wala 
regulations in the laws of honour. It was enacted 
that from that time, ſix combatants (tire on a ſide) 


might be allowed and acknowledged to contain Tuch 


a quantity of blood in their veins as ſhould be ſuffi- 
cient io ſatisfy the bigheſt affront that could de of 
fered. | 
Afterwards, upon the matureſt Alberstien, as- 
my grandfather aſſured me, the number ſix was re. 
duced to four, two principals and two ſeconds; each 
ſecond was to be the trueſt and beſt beloved friend 
that his principal had in the world: and theſe ſe- 
conds were to fight, provided they declared upon 
oath that they had no manner of quarrel to each o- 
ther; for the canons of honour ordained, that in cafe - 
the two ſeconds had the leaſt heat or animoſity one 
apainſt the other, they muſhgaturally become prin * 
cipals, and therefore ought to ſeek out for ſeconds 
to themſelves. . 

Having told you a very remarkuble event in my- 
grandfather's life almoſt in his cwn words, and find- 
jog that the ſtory has carried me perhaps into too 
great a length of letter, I ſha!! now mention ſome 
curious, facts relating to my father, and: ro poor 


dear Mt Solomon Muzzy, of 5: hom | am: the. vafoc · 
| tunate 


4 "* 
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Aunate 1 mournful reli. But I have at leaſt the 


| honour and conſolation to be, 
Sir, 
Lour conſtant reader, and 
moſt humble ſervant, 
Maar Mvzzr, 
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Hiſtery of Amanda, 
" HAVE been betrayed and ruined by abe baſeſt 
of mankind. Ny father was a merchant of con- 
fiderable note in this town; but, by unavoidable lof- 
ſes and misfortunes, he died two years ago, broken. 
hearted and inſolvent. I was his ooly child, and 


the delight of his life. My education, my . dreſs, 


and manner of living, were ſuch as would hardly 
have diſcredited a young woman of faſhion. Alis! 
the dear parent, to, whoſe ſondneſs I was indevied 


for every advantage and enjoyment intended to have 

given me a conſiderable fortune ; but he died, as 1. 

have told yo 2 and has left me to lament that I was 
fr 


not a beggar om my cradle. | 

I was ignorant of his circumſlances, an, therefore 
Felt not my misfortune in its full force till a month 
after his death; at which time his creditors entered 


vpon his houſe, fold all his furniture and effects, and 


leſt me nothing but my clothes and trinkets, which 


: they bad no right to take, from me. - 


In the days of my proſpcrity Lhad a maid ſecyant 


of whom I was extremely fond, and to whom upon 


"hee an with a reputable tradeſman, I gave a 
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de | Rite portion of ſeventy pounds, which were left me 
by a-relation. This young woman was lately be. 
come a widow; and being left in but indifferent cic- 
cumſtances, ſhe hired a large houſe near the Ex- 
| change, and let lodgings for her ſupport, It was 
r. to this woman that 1 flew for ſhelter, being no more 
than eighteen years of age, and as my father uſed. | 
oſten to tell me, too handſame to have friends. 

I do not mention this circumſtance, indeed I do 

not, as any thing to be vain of; Heaven knows that 


t Jam humbled by it to the very duſt : I only intro» 
1 duced it as the beſt excuſe I could think of for tay 

. unkindneſs of my acquaintancg. | | 
. I was received by this favourite ſervant with great E 
4 appearance of gratitude and eſleem. She ſeemed to 

„ | pity my misfortunes, and to take every opportunk | 


4 ty of comforting and obliging me. 

! | Amory the gentlemen that lodged at her houſe, 

1 there was one whom ſhe uſed to talk of with great 

e pleaſure. One day after I had lived with her about 

[ a week, ſhe told me that this gentleman had a great 

S inclination to be known to me, and that if I had no 
objection to company, he would drink tea with me 

- that afternoon. She had hardly done ſpeaking, when 

5 te gentleman entered the room. I was angry in 

my heart at this freedom; but his genteel appearance 

| and behaviour ſoon got the better of my Treſenzment, | 

| and made me liſten to his converſation. with more 

than common attention. . To be as ſhort as 1 can, 

this firſt viGt made me deſirous of a ſecond, that ſe. 

cond of u third, and the third of a thouſand more.; 


* 
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all of which he emed as eager to pay a3 I was wil 


| Hog to receive, _- 

The houſe was ſo crowded with lodgers, that the 
- miſtreſs of it had only one parlour for herſelf and 
me; and as (he had almoſt conſtant employment at 
home, my lover had very few opportunities of en- 
- tertaining me alone. But the preſence of a third 
perſon did not hinder bim from declaring the moſt 
tender and unalterable love to me nor did it awe me 


- from diſcovering how pleaſed aud happy 1 was at 


| the conquelt I had made. 
In this delightful ſi itustion near 2 twelvemonth 
paſſed away; during which fime he would often la- 


i E 7 8 went his dpendence upon an old uncle, who, he 


id, would moſt aſſuredly diſinberit him if he marr 
ed 2 woman without a fortune. 


1 wanted no better reaſon for this delay; and was 


waiting for an event that promiſed me the poſſeſſion 
of all 1 wiſhed for, when my happineſs was inter- 
rupted by the moſt villanous contrivance that ever 
was heard of. 2 


I had walked out one morning to buy 5 


ſhades of filk, in order to finiſh the covering of a 
ſetiee which I was working for my benefactreſs, and 
was returning home through a by court, when to 


my inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, I found myſelf ſopr by two 


men, who producing what they called a writ againſt 


me, hurried me into a coach, and conveyed me half 


dead with terror, to a wretched houſe, whoſe Win- 
dos were guarded with bars. 

As ſoon as 1 had power to ſpeak, 1 deſired to 

" know by whom and for e I was thus cru- 

: 5 elly 
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elly inſulted. They ſhowed me, without hefitation; ; 
their authority: by which it appeared that the wo- 


man with whom I lived had ordered me to be arre{- 

ted for a debt of thirty pounds, which ſhe had ſworn” 
I owed her for board and lodgings. © It is impoſ- 

ſable!” cried I; - ſhe cannot have ſerved me ſol there 

muſt be ſome miſtake in this! Send for her this mo- 
ment! I am ſure it is a miſtake !” „ Very poſlible, 
madam,” anſwcred one of the fellows with a ſmile ; 
© but if you would take my advice, it ſhould be to 
ſend for a gentleman inſtead of the plaintiff, A 
young lady like you madam, need not ſtay here for 
a debt of thirty pounds.” „ Go where i ſend you, 
Sir,” ſaid I; tell her what has happened to me, and 
bid her haſten to me, if ſhe would fave my life,” 
The fellow ſhook his head as he went out, but pro- 
miſed to do as I directed. His companion esſked me 
what I pleaſed to call for, and explained his mean. 
ing by telling me I was in a public houſe. I bid him 
call for what he liked and charge it to me; he thank- 


ed me very civilly, and locking the door after him, 


left me to myſelf, 
I had now a little leiſure to reflect * this J. 


venture; but the more I thought of it the greater 


was my perplexity. I remained in this uncomfor-. 


I table ſuſpence for near an hour, when I heard the | 


door open with ſome precipitation, and ſaw my lo- 
ver enter the room with an aſtoniſhment not to be 
imagined. * Good God!“ © ſaid he, ſnatehing me to 
bis arms, © is this an apartment for my charmer? 
That-inhuman woman - What woman?" 
ſaid I, interrvpiing bim; © can it be poſſible?” She 
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Fc 0 aun u herſelf,” anſwered he; © | this piofeſſios 
friend, this grateful ſervant, owns that ſhe has arreſ- 
you,” I waz ready to faint at what I heard ; 


© but recovering myſelf as well as I could, I inquired 


into the matives of this woman's cruelty. © Her 


motive” he replied, ** was avarice . I had fome 
words with her two days ago, and threatened her 
in jeſt that I would leave her lodgings. She thought 


| me in earneſt ; and believiog I was ſoon to marry 


the angel whom I doated on, ſhe determined to 


make what money ſhe could of me, by arteſting my 


us exchange this deteſted place for apartments more 
_ worthy of you.” 


7 


muaised in the coach while he ſtept into the ſhop, 

and continued for a minute or two in converſa- 
tion with the miſtreſs of it; when returning to me 
with. great cheerfulneſs, he gave me joy of. his ſuc: * 
| + ceſs, and handed me up ſtairs into pleaſant and con- 


Fweet girl. She was not miſtaken when ſhe gueſſed 


with 'what baſte I ſhould diſcharge the debt. Here 


Sir, continued he, turning to the bailiff, © is the full 


ſum, and a gratuity for yourſelf. Come madam, let 


ee its wy priſon was or 


the door, He immediately put me into it, and con- 


dyed me to a lace ſhop upon Lydgate-bill, I re- 


wvenient apartments. The exact order in which I 


Found every thing in theſe apartments put me upon 


 eblerving that the owner of them was s propheteſo, 


- _ and koew that I ſhould have need of them that very 
morning. My lover made no anſwer to my remark. 


0 death, he called them my bridal apartments, and 
| |, gave me welcome to them as ſuch. Hethen went down 


but raining me in his arms, and ahnoſt preſſing me 
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to order diner, and a bottle of champaign from 


the tavern, and returned to me with ſo much love 
and joy in his looks, that I was charmed with” big 
deyond expreſſion, When dinner was removed, 
and the fervant who attended us withdrawn, be faid 
and looked ſo many fond and endearing things, and 


_ mingled ſuch careſſes with his words and looks, for- 


cing upon me at the ſame time three or four glaſſes 
of a wine I was not uſed to, that my heart, warm 
as it was before with love and gratitude, conſented 
to his deſires, and in one fatal moment betrayed me 
to a villain. 

1 lived in this dub commerce till the effects of 
it made me #pprehenſive of being a mother in a few 
weeks. I had often preſſed him for the performance 
of his promiſes, and, was now reſolved to be more 
particularly urgent with bim upon that ſubjeQ; but 
inſtead ot liſtening to me, as | hoped he would, he 
ealled haſtily for his word, and took leave of me till 
the evening. 

expected his return with the amen impaticnce.. 
The evening came: another, and another after that; 


bat I neither ſaw him nor heard from him; Upon 
the fourth day of bis leaving me [ received a vit 
from the miltre(s of the houſe, who. to my great &: © 


ſtoniſhmeat, addreſſed me in theſe words: 2 

«© I thought Madam, at your entrance into this - 
houſe, that you were a married woman? The lady | 
who hired the lodgings for you two days before 
gave me aſſurance that you are married.” „ Whar 
lady!” cried I. You amaze me! heard not of 
theſe lodgings till .I had taken poſſeſſlien of them: 


Be quick and tell me who was this lady?” « Alas! :- | 
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</ anſwered my viſitor, „ 1 khew not fl this'morn” 
mae zg that you were fallen into the ſnares of tie worſt 
of women, and the moſt artful of men.“ She ſaw 
my amazement; but deſiring wy atiention, proceed- 
ed thus: As for the gentleman, (if he deſetves the 
vzme of one,) you will never ſee him more!“ 
Ho madam! never ſec him more?” interrupted J. 
voice failed me as I uttered theſe words: and 
-» Jeaning backwards in my chair, I fainted away. She 
xeeovered me from my ſwoon, and then went on. 
| 8 le has juſt now ſent his ſervant to diſcharge the 
ode! ings; of whom, when I inquired how you 'were 
to be teken care of in your approaching bour, his 
anſwer was, that he had not commiſhon to ſpeak to 
Hoch queſtions. Pray madam,” continued ſhe, “ is 
i: true tbet you were arreſted in the ſtreet the morn» 
ing of your entrance into theſe lodgings?“ I told her 
Tes. 4 The fervant then is honcſt,“ ſte replied ; 
be das given me your whole Eiſtory. The contri- 
vers of that arreſt were the woman where you lod» 
- .ged and the villain whom you truſted. © Their de- 
" fign was io fling you emirely into his power, that 
be might uſe it to your deſtrution. But do not 
ddeſpair, madare,” added tbe, ſeeing me in the ut- 
woſt afflidtion; “ ail women are not monſters, 1 
„ have compaſſion upon your youth, and will aft 
Fou in your diſtteſſes. Theſe apartments are yours 
till you deſite to reſign them: nor ſhall any Ging 
be wanting that your ſitvation ſhell require, or that 
2 lady in heppier circumſtances would wiſh io be 
provided with. And heresfter, If you ſhould: chufe 
| tO. continue with me, and, afiilt me in my F 
TT... og SE buſineſs, 
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heart bounded at this propoſal: I fell upon the 


She pays herſelf ſhe ſays, in the comfortable thought: 


| nN 
* * I:will look upon you as my daughter, 
and ſorget every tag which has befallen you.“ 
Oppreſſed 2s I was with grief and ſhame, my 


neck of my benefactreſs, and bedewed it with my 
tears; telling her, as well as thoſe tears would per- 


mit me, that 1 was bound to her for ever, and 


would with for no other e than to love and* 

pleaſe her. e Y | 
"Three months are paſt ſince I have been he mo- 

ther of a ſweer boy; in all which time I have never 

ſeen, (and I pray heartily thar I never may ſee) his 

inhuman father. The generous woman, who ſup. 

ports me, is even kinder to me than her promiſe. 


that the has been an inftrument in the hand of Hea- 

ven to ſuve me from deſtruction. She told me yeſ- 

terdsy, that the ſtratagem by which this monſter got 

me into his power, with every particular of his b&- 
haviour to me before and after it, is his favourite of 
ſubject in all companies. To deprive him, therefore, 


of his principal pleaſure; I-have thought proper to» 


take; the ſtory o ont on wo Nora by wel a * 34 
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deen thn the moſt EO" bred, ſeafoned, 

and ſtaunch hearcrs,” ſince every genteman of that 
country holds and aſſerts his right to be a ralker by 

_ privilege of birth. I would,not have you conclude, / 

from. what I have faid above, that Þ am not as good 

a gentleman as the beſt, ( mean of as good a fami- 

ly.) though poverty and ill fortone dans doomed ca 

me to be for ever a heater. A 4 0 m 

I was left an orphan in my cal years; wu E || cc 

am not going to trouble you with the many misfor- in 

tunes which coaſtandly attended me to the age of 21 

for ty; at which time I was a ſchoolmaſter without 0 

doys to teach, or bread to eat. At this period of f 

my life 1 was adviſed by the parſon of our pariſh to fl 

go and enter mylelf in ſome large and wealthy fami- c 

y to be an Uncle; which is a known and a com- 

mon term in Wales, of like ſigniſicaiios with bearer 

in England; the duties and requilite qualificatiess v 

being nearly the ſame, as will appear from the fob Y 

lowing ſhert inſtructions given me by my adviſer, b. 

via. Never te open my lips except ſot the well tim-- f 

T viterance of, Indeed! Surprifing } Prodigious! t 

- Moſt amazing}! but theſe only to be uſed at the pro- I 

: 

0 
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| 
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per intervals. of the Talker's fetching his breath, 
OS .-covghing, or at other pauſes; and the length of the 
. admiration to be always adapted to, and, particular. 
by, never to exgeed, the aforeſaid intervals. 
But, in order 10 explain the method he took to 
ES, _-qualify me ftill farther, and inars me to-patience, I 
muſt gige you a furt hiſtory of this worthy. parſon. 
} He was troly what be was called; a good: ſort of a 
Wo = . W and good humour can 
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old to forty, in making themes and ſermons. As 


good parſon ſuggeſted her as the ſitteſi perſon i in the 


"this ſtation I made a vaſt progreſs in a litile time; 


. 


1 
„ aw. 3 

epticle a man io that cherafter, I muſt not con · 
deal the meanneſs of his education, in which he-difs 
covered, however as great a genius as could poſſibly - 
ariſe out of a ſtable and a kennel. He was a tho) 
rough ſportſman, and ſo good a ſhot; that the late 
Squire took a fancy to bim, made him his conſtant 
companion, and gave him the living. But, that he 
might not be Joſt in ſtudy and ſermon-making, he 
contrived to matry-him to the daughter of | the late 
incumbent, who had been taught by her father Latin 
and metaphy fies, and exerciſed from twelve years 


the was by nature meagre and deformed, by con- 
ſtitution fretful and complaining, by education con- 
ceited and diſputatious, by ſtudy pale and blear eyed, 
and by habit talkative and loud, the friendſhip of ibe 


world to exerciſe my patience for a few months, and 
znute me to the diſcipline of my future function. In 


for I not only heard above a thouland ſegmans, but 
the ſhit obſervance of my vow of attention having 
made me a favourite, I was complained to whenever 
any thing went amiſs in the family, and often ſcold 
ed at for the huſband, whoſe office grew into a ſine- 
eure; inſorauch, that if I had not known the fue * 
ty and uprightneſs of his heart, I ſhould have ſuſpec+ 
ted him of bringing me into his houſe to ſupply for 
him all-thaſe duties-which he wanted to be eaſed of. 
But he had no ſuch intereſted views;. for as ſoon as 
be found his helpmate had transſuſed into me a ne- 
ceſſary portion. of * and long ſafferiig, he te- 
ts cam mende 


: —_ 


Iahrays rgflet with regret and tears. 
rent were the ſucceeding ones, in which'l have lifs 


| commended we to wy ria; aiving me, geneivins 
man a cot and wig, which formerly himſelf, and 


before him the Squire, had worn for many yeats u- 


pon extraordinary days. Having thus equipt me, 
he refumet the duties of his family, where he offlci · 
ates to this day with true Chriſtian reſignation. 


My firſt reception was at the houſe of a gentle- 
man, who in the early part of his life, had followed 


the ſtudy of botany. Nature and truth are ſo plea- 
ſing to the mind of man that they never ſatiate.— 


Alas! he happened one day to taſte, by miſtake, a 
root that had been ſent him from the Indies: it was 


a moſt ſubtile poiſon, to which his experience in Bri. 
tim ſimples knew no antidote. Immediately upon his 


_ death, a neighbouring gentleman, who had his eye u · 
pon me ſome time, ſent me an invitation. 
coufſe was upon huſbandry: and as he never deceiv- 
ed me in any thing but where he deceived himſelf, 1 
heard him alſo with p'eaſure. . 


- His dif 


Theſe were therefore my halcyon days, on which 
How diffe-- 


tened to the tales of old maids running over an end- 


- Me liſt of lovers they never had: of old beaux who 
doaſted of favours from ladies they never ſaw ; of 


Ls 


ſenators who narrated the eloquence they never 
ſpoke ! giving me ſuch a diſguſt and nauſea to lies; 


that at length my ears, which were at that time much 


too quick ſor my aner, grew unable to bear them. 


Zut prudently: conſidering that I muſt either hear or 
ſtarve, I invented the following expedient ſor quali- 
5 a my: * I. 3 ſome e 
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preſſion of diſſent. Of theſe I had various; but fot 
the ſake of brevity, I ſhall only ben you wich 
One. >; 

A younger -drocher; who had ſerved abroad all his ; 
life, as he would frequently tell us, and who came 
unexpectedly to the eſtate and caſtle, where he found 
me with a good character, took, ſo kindly to me, 
that he ſeemed to deſire no other companion; and 
as a proof of it never ſent to invite or add to our 
company any one of the numerous friends he fo 
often talked of, of great rank, bravery, and honour, 
who would have gone to the end of the world io 
have ſerved him. I could have loved him too, but 
for one fault. He would lie without meaſure or 
diſguiſe, His vſual exaggeration was, and more. 
As thus, „ At the ſiege of Monticelli,“ (a town in 


2 


Italy, as be told us) I received in ſeveral parts of 


my body three and twenty ſhot and more. At the 
battle of Caratha,“ (in Turky) “ I rode to death 


eeighieen horſes and more.“ With Lodamio; the 


Bavarian general, I drank hand to fiſt ſix dozen of 
hock and more.” Upon all ſuch oceaſions I in- 


War dly anticipated him, by ſubſtituting, in the place 


of his laſt two words, the two following, or leis. 

But it ſo happened one unfortunate evening, as he was 
in the midſt of the ſharpeſt engagement ever heard 
of, in which, with his ſingle broad ſword, he had 


killed five hundred and more, that I kept my time 


more preciſely than filence, for Whoppily the qua- 


* or leſs, which ſhould have been tavitly Twal- - 


lowed 
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od, or motion of the head, eyes, or e the 3 
face, 1 reſolved to have in reſerve ſome inward ex 


* 


} 'Th 
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i * 4 wi * 3 
"wal for the quieting my own ſpirit, was fo audibly 
- articulated to the ioflaming of bis, that the moment 
| be beard ſubjoined to his five hundred, or leſs, the 
futy of bis reſentment deſcended on my ear with a 


| -_ _ violent blow of his fiſt. By this ſlip of my tongue 
I loſt my poſt in e and e A 


l ear. 
The mn of this accident pave me great 


ea for a conſiderable time; for the ſligh- 


teſt cold affecting the other ear, I was frequently 


tebuked for miſplacing my marks of approbation. 


F e 


But I ſoon diſcovered that it was no real misfortune; 
e ee convinced me, that abſolute ſilence 


Was of greater eſtimation than the beſt timed ſylla- 


dle of i interruption. It is to this experience that I. 


ſhall refer you, after having recounted the laſt me- 
[gym adventure of my unfortunate hiſtory. 

- The lall family that received me was ſo numer- 
ous in relations and viſitors that I found I thould 


be very little regarded when I had worn off the cha- 


racter of Stranger; though as ſach, I was as ear- 
neſſly applied to as any high court of appeals. For 


2s the force of liquor co operated with the force of 


d, they one and all, addreſſed themſelres to me 


10 ſetile the antiquity of their familics; vociferating, 
dt one and the ſame time, above a [core of genealo- 


gies. This was a harder ſervice thin any I had e. 


7 ver been uſed to; and the whole weight of the cla- 


mour faſting on my-only ſurviving ear, unhappily 


- overpowered it, and I became from that inſtant to- 


wily def. 
* ibis accident happened a few years- ſogner it 


5 : would | 
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N | . driven me to deſpair; but my experts 
ence aſſuring me that I am now much better quali- p 
fied than ever, gives me an ex pectation of making 
my fortune: therefore I apply. to you to recommend , 
| me for a hearer in a country where there is better „ 
encouragement, and _ doubt not of giving u - 
tisfaction. e 
2 you whiremoneraiageti-6) 
vantages attending a deaf hearer : it will be enough 
for me to ſay, that as ſuch, I am no longer ſubject to 
the danger of an irreſiſtible ſmile; nor will my ſquea- 
miſh diſlike to lies bring me again into diſgrace. I 
ſhall now be exempt from the many. inivfoctimes... 
which my vngovernable ears have formerly led me © 
into. What reproving looks have I had for turning 
my eyes when I have heard a bird fly againſt the 
window, or the dog and cat quarrelling in a corner I 
of the room? How have I been reprimanded when 
detected in dividing my attention between the ſto- 
ries of my patron and the brawls of his family ? 
„% What had I to do with the quarrels of his fami- 
ly ?” I own the reproof was juſt ; but I appeal to 
you whether any man who has his ears can reſtrain 
them, when a quarrel is to be heard, from making 
it the chief object of his attention; 
Io conclude. If you obſerve a talker in a large 
company, you never ſee him examjning the Nate of 
a man's ear, his whole obſervation is upon the eye; 
and if he meets with the wandering or the vacant 
eye, he turns away, and Inſtantly addreſſes himſelf tio 
another. My eyes were always good; but as it is | 
notorious that the privation of ſome parts adds 
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. and perfection to others, I may boglt that, | be 

ſince the loſe of my ears, I found my eyes (which 1 
re confeſſedly the principal organs of attention) fo 

- Kong. qwick, and vigilant, that I can withont van be 

ttt; offer . for as ons a hearer as any in Eng. |- &' 
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"+ Hiſtory of a young Lady- | 
| am the daughter (I will not ſay of a gentleman, p 
; 3#. but) of one who, by a conſtant attention-to gain It 
and many lucky circumſtances in life, from a very ſe 
mean condiſiion, arrived at the higheſt character of ti 
| ® gentility. amongſt his neighbours, in a part of this ir 
2 iſland where farmers are almoſt the only, and with- th 
out diſpute, the proudeſt gentry. Being tolerably | 61 
' handſome, and a favourite child, I was ſent very ear | - 6; 
ly to a country boarding ſchool, and was allowed to de 
+ bring from it ſome tendencies to eleganse and polit. 
3 E - neſs, rather exceeding thoſe that are generally ac- | fit 
© quired } in ſuch places; and which for want of a bet -[ ft 
ter name, I ſhall call a kind ef half good breeding. 1 
Thys accompliſhed, you may imagine I ſoon had 
many admirers ;- but being young and unexpericn- 
ce, I prudently left the choice of the happy man to 
my father's deciſion; which choice after due caution, 
be made; but though exceeging notable, himſelf, 
Jet happening to engage with an old gentleman | 
33 ow potable i it is * and I believe with truth that 
1 , he 
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| nels, and” at laſt, « his ambition of being.adwinted. 
| H 


a TY Ne 
he was e la the. holy 122 matcimony, _ 7 
i fived a few years, without any thing to relieve the 
Aulneſs and inſipidity af a huſband's converſation, 
but pow and then 2 viſir from his relaiggs and any 
game at ch ds. 
When my widowhood commenced, hen — 


the ſcene; and though my jointure was not equal io 
the, ſortune my father had paid, yet having many Gs p 


. ö 


good proſpets, the-value of which I had learnt to - 
calculate with great accuracy, 1 reſolved to regulate | 
wy condutt accordingly. , . 9 
And now it was that J engaged ia the ded 
projet. that ever entered a whimſical, woman's head, 
It was this; to collect all the moſt haughty and in 
ſolent forms that I bad ever heard to have been Prac- 
tiſed | ia the rgjeQion of lovers, to enter thoſe forms 
in my pocketbook, to get them by heart, and to uſe 
them occalionally as circumſtances would admit; at· 
 guing with mylelf, that I ſhould haſten the ſucceſſ- 


* 


- on of lovers in proportion to the number of ad - 
ders 1 bale and diſcardec. — 4 


. The firſt who offered me his addreſſes io in my new 4 
ſiruation was Mc Twiſt the. mercer. He made his vi- 


| W's in about two months after my huſband's deceaſe; 


and. upon being ſuouꝶ into my parlour, really ſur- 


ptiſed me with ſo firange and ridiculous a figure of 


a man, that it was not without the utmoſt difficulty 
I was able to Preſerve any compoſure of cquntenzuce. 


Pale, trembling, looking aſkapce, and out, of breath, - 


he muttered. over ſomething in broken words, and 
half ſentences, about * cruel delays, decencies, bold. 
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Ay wol Ws. ſervant.” Fixing my eyes full vpon 
"bs, [| anſwered, - that I was very ſorry he ſhould 
come at ſo unſeaſonable a time, for that I had no 
 ®thovghts of parting with my ſootman; but if he 
" ſhould be ovt of place when I hall a vacancy, and 


* "ſervice." The poor man unable to bear ſuch a ſhock, 
j PO fell into the moſt} violent diſtortions. of face, and left 
me, with precipitation, to enjoy my triumph alone. 
5 The next ho honoured me with an application 
"of the ſame kind, but without the ſame diſmal and 
_ rveful- grimaces, was Mr Frankly, an under officer 
att his Majeſty's cuſtoms. He approached me with 
pretty goed air, and with an eaſy unconſtrained 


; ptterance declared, © That he had long been charm- 


ed with tbe agreeableneſs of my perſon and behavi- 
ur: that they had made the deepeſt impreſſions on 
Dis heart; and that he did not deſpair of finding in 
_  Umy fair boſom, ſomething ſuſceptible. of the ſame 
R -render and elegant ſentiments.” Piqued and amaz- 
; eld at the.confidence of the man, my memory and 
* prefence of mind had almoſt failed me; but recovers 
Ang in an inſtant, T made him a court ſy, and aſſur- 
ed him, „ Ther though he knew it nok I was real- 

ty the miſtreſs.of that houſe; Bur that my maid Ma- 
ry wies in the kitchen, who would no doubt be high- 
4 " ty pleaſed with ſo fine a ſpeech, which I hoped he 
ad got by heart, and would be as Are of repeats. 


eld to ſer if wy gentleman was not ſinking into the, 
por; hut to my utter confuſion, , he made a low 
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-would call again, I might perhaps, prefer him to my 


. Ang to bis giltreſs 23 he had been to me.“ I look., 


20; 1 8 a moſt mnt * proteſted, 


R as A as „ © - 


| anſwer to any thing be might ſay tober lo atterly 4, * 
| as he was gone I had recourſe to my pocketbook, 


in the margin, N. B. Too much alike, aud not o | 


had been drinking before he came to my houſe, ſor 


*, 


0 2 5 
« That be was become perfectly ſenſible of kis ai 
take, and that his next viſit ſhould bi to fny maid z ® 
for that it was impoſſidle for Mrs May to return an 


* . 


deſſitute of good ſenſe and good manners.“ As ſoon 
eroſſed out my two firſt common places, and wrote" 


uſe cher of them again on any account whatſo.- . 
ever.“ 8 * « Wo. 
My third jvamorato was Mr Smart, a young at- 
torney, very ſpruce, and very much a coxcochb. As © 
he lived in the neighbourhogd, we had a Qight ze 
quajotance. One eveniog be came to my UT: 
Nayed ſupper, and after drinking a glaſs or two | 
wine, began a rhapſody' of nonſenſe about flames, 
darts, killing eyes, wounds, and death, It i is enough - 


that I was able to comprehend his meaning; and, 


therefore, puttiag on an air of ſetiouſneſs and con- 
cern, [ aſſured him, „That I was moſt prodigiou - 
ly ſorry to ſee him ſo Aluſtered; L ſappoſed that he 4 


i 
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otherwiſe it was impoſſible he ſhould be diſguiſed to 
ſuch a degree: I hoped it was oaly an accidental © 


thing, and that he would take care not to contratt + 
habits ſo extremely prejudicial to his character and 
complexion.“ Ho locked fo tame and fooliſh, thats 


for the life of me I could not forbear purfuing my * 
blow; and therefore ordering my ſervant to light - 
bim home, I recommended ſtrongly to him to clear 

his ſtomach with a quart or two of warm water be. 


fore he went to reſt; and i in tbe morning I ſerit a 
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* boping he was as well as could te expected after his 

* laſt yight's s irtegulerity. He kept my man two 

1 hours, and then returned me the. following anſwer, 
fenly engroſſed vpon a clean Queen of Hearts. 

Mr Smart's compliments to dus G., and 

2D thanks her for her kiod meſſage. · | He (hall not con- 

tend that he Is in his fober wiis: no, he is proud to 
* 


oon bimſelf drunk with the large Cranghts hone 
* 1 has drawn from her bright eyes.“ 
$ T bis f thought was pretty enough; [therefore out - 
2 we card between the proper pages in my bock, and 
onder the common place to which it related, wrote 
Memorandum, a good thing, and may do 28210 with 
Wo... little variation.“ 
My fourth humble fervant was 5 Doftor Scarfe, the 
miniſter of the pariſh. He was really a good ſort of 
n gen:leman; and to (ay the truth, I had for a long 
- time play ed my artillery direct'y at bim, as [ imagi- 
2 2 without ſucceſs, but not without a moſt vexath- 
| # " ous chagrin at his ſeeming inſenſibility. Howeve 1 
X When 1 leſt expected any ſuch thing, I perceived I 
| hid conquered his ſtubborn heart; and then I reſolv- 
. 9 take ſome revenge for the monte it had coſt 
me. His advice and aſſiſtanee, which were uſeful to 
me 10 the management of wy aflairs, gave him a 
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1 vouchfafed to any other male vilitant, - One day, 
upon my thanking bim, in civil terme, for a confide. 
rable ſervice he bad done me, he haſtily igterciipted | 


me-with ““ Madam, you are too obliging : I beg | 


N to ſa * more upon the ſutjeft; e Im 
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Grd PORE. Ry and joquiries after | his Leakb; | 


Aim to a more frequent and familiar reception tha? 


the 
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tion to your perſon, which is dearer to me than all 


the intenſeneſs of your ſtudies has impaired your 


thing for your head. If you negle@ your diſorder, - Rk. | 
you will ſoon be ſubjeft ro more Molent ravings.“ 


| friend, aud dhe reflection on my folly filled me with ' 


late all my atchievements in this way. In ſhort, my 
character became, in time, ſo extraordinary and ſor- 


* 
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| the indebted. perſon, tadebted. for the favour of your 


eſteem and confidence: I with I could merit them'r « 


to be able to give you. the leaſt ſatisfaction is the 
© higheſt pleafure of-my life. You know: in what® 


manner I have tranſacted theſe little matters; put 


- my zeal and ſincerity to a nobler teſt : allow me 


not caſual but continual occaſions of expreſſing, in a 
tender way, my regard to your intereſts, my affec- 
the intereſt upon earth,” « Why now, Doctor,“ "IR 
ſays I, “ what I have long dreaded is, I find, come 
to pals. I have often defired you to uſe more cx 


erciſe, and not to ſir. perpetually poring upon books: 


underſtanding; and all I can do at preſent is to ad- 
viſe you io go directly home and take a little ſome- 


Madam,” he replied, “ ſee you are diſpoſed to 
make merry with my pain: I did not expect fach 
treatment at your hands; but I keattily with yon a2 
good night.” The deliberation with which he ſpoke - 
fully convinced me-that I had loſt both & lover and a a 


ſhame, - However, I concealed it as well as 1 ch 
and wrote ia my pocket book, under this o 
place. „ N. B. Not to be repeated,” _ * 

It would make a hiſtory; inſtead of a letter, to re- 


midable, that I remember to have ſeen. but three lo- 
vers in the laſt ſeven years, and two af the three 
were gentlemen from Ireland. | FS 


— 


It is owing to this timidity in the men that I trou- 


ever my intentions may be, I can affure them I have 

- made no ſuch vow : and if any gentleman under 

forty.” But I am not advertiſing for a husband net- 

ther; yet for fear you ſhould think fo, it is bigh 
time to take my leave, by ſubſcribing myſelf, Sir, 
IF Gy Your moſt humble une A. 8. 


* 


my F; 


1 ** An 04 with this | Lady's requeſt in WY 
5 bing her letter, and ſhgll recommend to her peru- 


ago _ an — goon breeders 5 
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4 nymph there lives, „hom many a ſwain 
Has ſgh'd for oft, but ſigh'd in R 
4 Aer, borne the inſults and gifdain n 
oOf proud but handſome Molly.“ Fenn 
+». e her throng'd the wits and beau, 
| > With eringes, compliments, and bows, : 
'*. And drefe, and oaths, and lies, and Sy © bas 


1 4] © 4 N ae 
TI anks thit deck'd this fav'rite 4% 
In verſe and proſe were ſung and aid: müden 
| © (For wits will write, and beayus war N 
5 O rr, erer Wen 2 
IM ES 034 tv * 2 der 


, F ES 


Co \ ble you with this letter, and deſire its publication. 
They have no doubt, imagined from my behaviour, 
hae! have made à vow againſt marriage; but what- 


Al the following ſong, Which I received a few _ 


And ſtrove for lovely Molly, 59007; 


Wy 


7 


CV 

But ſce triumphany Beauty's pride! W 

In vain was wit and nonſenſe try'd, 

Beaus, fops, nay flati ters, were deny 
By Er * Tory: 


III. n 
Too loop coquetted the vain fair : r- 
Time, that even Beauty ſcorns to ſpare, — 


Stole o'er the eyes, the cheeks, the hair, 
»- - Of ſilly, heedleſs Molly. 91" 
Paint, powder, patches, are apply'd © 
No arts the fad diſgrace can bide; 
{The fops forſake, the wits der ide, 4 

' Their once lo 'd charming _ a 
5 IV. | 

20 Unbeeded now at ball or play, | 
gde hates the pretty, blawes the ga 
Ah! Who one tender thing will lay SOM: [2 
TG poor deferred Molly ? A * „ © WES 
-/ Yer ſtill ſhe, Hag' ring, haunts the ſcene 9 bl | 

Where once ſhe acted Beauty's queen, 


a And every {imple heart had-been babicn.  -*; 
1 The ſlave 8 'E eee 
5 15 Wo $ #- i 2 


= At ug, with: frunileſt b worn out, 
She quits the giddy youthful rou , | 
And turns ſo monſtroufly devout, „ 


Let while this folemn garb ſhe wear, 
Fach world by turns employs her cares, © 


| 6 Hue llander, ſermons, cards, and en Pee 
— Divide _ ran Pugs” 
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Fitory of an ee e Lady, jet 


EY parents in the north of England ; but as an ac- 10 
count of my family does no way relate to my ſto- | 
ry, L ſhall avoid troubling you with any Farther par- be 

ticulars on that head At the age of ſeventeen I had bi 
leave from my father and -mother to accompany a {| tit 
neighbouring family of ſome diſtioction to town, cc 
having lived in the ſtticteſt intimacy with the young |- ec 
ladies of that family ever ſince I was a child. w 
| At our arrival in town we were viſited by a great pi 
deal of company, and among the reſt, by a young ac 
”_ gentleman bf fortune, who ſeldom paſſed a day with- ſy 
baut ſeeing us, As this gentleman's family and that 0 
is; -- -of my friend's had been long acquainted, his admiſ. be 
5 ſion to us was without the leaſt ceremony; and in- ſt 
deed he was looked ypon by the young ladies and m 
 %, myſelf rather as a brother than a viſitor. I had of. | cc 
ten obſerved, and 1 eonfeſs with a ſeeret ſatisfaQt] jon, | 
hat his behaviour to me, eſpecially when > ono. Was 
+  ſomewhat-more-perticujar than to any of my com. 
pations. and I could. not help placing it to his fa. 
vourable opinion of me that he was continually hon. | 
triving parties abroad to amuſe and entertain me re 
=: One aſters@@n, having. been tronbled with 04 1 
eadach in;the morning, and having therefore a” 
ed myſelf from dining and ſupping out with the faw. | $9 
milly where 1 lived, he. called, gs he had many times + 
done, to aſk us to ' the play. I 80 * concern thi 
1 . 
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| 1 am the daughter of very honeſt and reputable Ai 


# 


* , 
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at the ladies“ being from home, but foolifhly (alfer 
ed myſelf to be perſuaded to go along with him i into 


_ the gallery, after having been laughed at for my ob⸗ 
2 Jeftions, and told that [ gught. to have. a better opi- 


nion of bim, than to think him capable of aſking me 


10 do any improper thing. oF ” 
When the play was over we took coach to return 


bis lelſop, Nopped juſt at the doot of a tavern, tel- 
ling us that one of the traces was broke, and that he 


could go no farther. I ſuffered myſelf to be hand- 


e 
5 
* 
» home ; ; but the coachman, having no doubt received 
1 
2 
, 
; 


ed into the tavern. while another coach was called, 


which not being immediately to be had, my compa. 


P nion obſerved to me, fmiling, that it was a.happy .. 


accident, and as the family I lived with would not 
ſup at home, I ſhould be his gueſt chat evening; and 
h without, waiting for a reply, ordered ſupper and a 
bottle of champaign. It was in vain that 1 remon- 
Qrated againſt this propofal ; be knew, be (aid, that 
my friends would not return till twelve ; and there 
could be no kind of harm in eating a bit © chicken 
and drinking a glaſs of wine, where we were. 1 was 
frightened at the thoughts of what I w as dojng but 
- | was indiſcreet enough to conſent, tis behaviour to, 
mes all the time was the moſt reſpeclſul in the world. 
He took care to engage my attention by ſome intg- 
reſtiog diſcourſe, alluring. me, as often as Latiempt : 


ing. Ti vB 
I freely eonfeſs chat, being als besteht 


þ | the «playhouſe, I was fempred to drink a glaſs « or two 
| to 


"ot 


” - , 
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end to move, that it was quite early, and that till a | 
£ | Coach could be had it was to no purpoſe to attempft 


1 * 


4 
1 


* 


* 94 1 3 
= of the wine more Wt I was accuſtomed to, "which | 
©,  Huriied mea good deal; and as my heart was by no 
means indifferent to bim who was entertainiag me, 
the time paſſed away almoſt jimperceptibly. Nawe 
ver, recpllefting myſelf at laſl, I inſiſted peremptotl- 
ly upon going; when, ſeeing me in earneſt he pul- 
led out his watch, and as if violently lurpriled, de- 
clared it was paſt two o'clock; adding, in the great 
eſt ſeeming conſternation, that it would be impaſſible 
for me to go home that night, and curſing his own 
fol for the miſchief he had brought vpon me. 
Iwill not attempt, to deſcribe the confuſion I was 


chlarodied to diſſuade me from, by ſaying, that ke 
too well knew the temper of the genileman at whoſe 
bdouſe I lived to think of carrying me thither at ſo 
lte an hour; that he would conduct me to a lady 
blk his acquaintance, who ſhould wait on me bome in 
the morning, and make an-excoſe for my lying out. 
T anſwered him, that I would ly no where but at 
3 " Ge that I deteſted myſelf, for going out with 
bin, and that I would return immediately, let the 
. hour be what it would. „Let us go firſt of all,” 
replied be, ' to the lady's, where I will leave you 
Du for a moment, and ſee if the family are ſitting 
up for you; for to knock at the door, and be det 
ed admittanee, would ruia your reputation in the 
| opinie uf all the neighbourhood,” I fill inſiſted 
vpon going home; and a coach was zccordingly cal- 
led and procured ; but inſſead of carrying me to 
my; friends it ſtoped at a houſe in another ſtreet. 
. Here 1 was forced "vor my. will to alight, The 
F | ness 


in; yet ftill I inſiſted upon going home, which he 
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müller bel, was up; a cireumſtance which 1 
have wondered at, if. I had not been frightened al. - 
moſt to death, and incapable of thinking, ſpeaking, 
or knowing what I did. — 

The wretch, after having apologizede the lady for 
the diſtreſs he had brovght me into, left me in great * | 
haſte, to bring-me intelligence of what was doiug at 5.8 
home. He returned in a-ſhort time, and with the · | 
greateſt ſeeming concern in his countenance told me, 
that he hac learnt from one of the ſervants, that the 
family had ſupped at home; that they were exaſpe» - | 
rated againſt me beyond forgiveneſs; that they con- 

_ cluded me undone ; end that they had ſworn never. -Y 

0 admit me iaio their doors again. 

I was quite thunderſtruck at this intelligence, and / + 
accuſed the wretch who brovght it me as the vileſt 8 
of men. He fell upon bis knees, oonjuring me not | | 
to think him capable of any deſign in what wiz dbne, "'Y 
and yowing to ſactifice his life and fortune to rein- 

* | flate me in the good opinion of my friends 1 was > | 

\ | obliged now to put myſelf under big protection but 

: refuſed-going to bed, though preſſed 10 it by the la. 

dy of the houfe, who called herſelf bis relation,— 

I Early in the morning, taking the lady along. wich 

; | him, be pretended to go again to my friends; bot 

| returned to me wich an account that they were quite 

outrageous againſt me, and abſolutely determined oy 

b never to ſee me again. I wrote tg them in the moſl 

5 moying manner that my beart could indite and gave, 

, the letter to the care of this falſe friend. I wrote 

alſo to my parents letter after letter, but without re- 

i ceiying a ſyllable from them in retury, ſo that I now 

ls | looked upon myſelf as completely undone. The 


. | | 
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nde 1 Seed the ew me e 8 [OM belle 
8 time the wretch hardly ever ſlicred N big my 
bechſſde, vow ing that his life depended upon my ! ke. 
-. covery,” 1 was ſoon, indeed, reſtored to my heaJch, 
but never o my peace. My betrayer- now began 
. to talk to me of love; and I began fooliſhly to re- 
| gar ard him as one that had. ſuffered” too much for 
what 1 could not impute to him as a crime. He 
nw, and took gare hourly to improve, my too fa. 
vourable opinion of kim; and at length, (for. why 
fi6uld 1 dwell minutely on what I wiſh ſor eyer to 
| Forget?) by a thouſand Nratagems on his ſide,.and by 
Fatal inclination on my own, irrecoverably void 
me. | 

From that reef! day tis affeQion begin 10 cool 
| aud, ani it be believed When I tell it ?) grew ina 
| very little time to hate me io chat degree, that in or- 
der to get tid of me, and to make our ſeparation 
my ou p ict, he oonfeſſed to me the whole ſcheme be 
had | laid to get me ; ſhowed me advertiſements in 
fhe papers ſcom my friends and parents offering, re- 
wards for my dieqyery ; and returned me the letters 
1 had written. 10 dem, every one of which he had val 
rained. N » 
I ſtood dftontlhed at his villany and Abbe him 
m my ſoul. But, alas! it was now too late ſor me to 
, apply 10 friengs. Rumtpating obe afternoon on my 
3 9 condition, 1 was ſurptiſed ar ſeeing an el- 
derly lady enter my chamber. She made me an "I 
n pology for her viſit, and very Frankly told me, that 
from diſtant hints which The had that day received 
tom the miſtreſs of the houſe, ſhe Gr l 
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| | beiglad to-#ffilt me to the utmoſt of her power. She 

| ſpoke this with ſo much affection and good-nature, 
that I made no ſcruple of telling her my whole ſtory, 
which ſo extremely affected her, that ſhe ſhed tears 

| while I ſpoke, and often interrupted me with her ex- 

clamations 9gainſt the villany of men. At the con · 
cluſion the offered that moment to take me away, 

_ aſſuring me that ber houſe, her purſe, and her ſincereſt , 

_ friendſhip, ſhvuld always be mine. I would have fallen 
on my knees to thank her, but ſhe prevented me; and, 
ordering a coach to be called, ſhe re 
ry evening to her country houſG. 

I ſuyed there a week, and met with the moſt kind 
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and: tender treatment from her. She compelled me 
to accept of ſome changes of clothes and linen, and 
then brought me to her houſe in Town; where in leis 
| | than ſour and- twenty hours ſhe told me, withourthe 
e | leaſt: cetemony, that I no doubt knew for what pur- 
n | poſe ſhe had taken me, and that as I couldthave no 
e- | pretenſians to modeſty, ſhe haped my behaviour would 
'S | be ſuch:as ſhould: give her no occafion to tepent of 
> | her kindneſs to me. I deſired to underſtand her; and 
was inſomed (though not in plain words), that my 
mn | benefaftreſs was a bawd, and that The had then me 
oO into her family for the moſt infamous of purpoſes. 
Itrembled with amazement; aod-infiſted on leaving the 
houſe that inſtant. Sbe told me, I was at full liberty 
vod ſo but at ſitſt I muſt pay her ſor my lodg- 
it ing and clothes. Sbe ſpoke this with great eaſe and ente- 
lefſaeſs, and then left me to myſelf. I ran down ſtairs 


win great precipitation, but, alas! ſcarce was Tout 
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as fallen into bad hands ; which, if true, he woot! 3 
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with the bsiliff. Frightened at the horrors:ofa priſon, 


F . dead of melting at my misſortunes, theycadored me, 
they ſaid, for my invention. At length having led the 
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bY 
. ute den befare I was ſtopt brace bands 

a bailiff who had æwrit againſt me. I requeſted that 
I might have leave to write to the gentleman from 


whom I had been taken : for bad as he was I aid: he 
would not utterly deſert me. I was permitted to 


Write as 1 deſired; and the wretch indeed anſwered 

wm letter; but it was only to tell me, that as I had 

thought proper to run away from him, he ſhould 
have nothing farther to ſay to me; and that, in ſhort 

I émuſt either ſubmit to conditions, or go immediately 


und hoping that my ſtory might move compaſſion in 

thoſe to whom I was to be introduced, I:confenred 
to do as they would have me; but alas} Sir 1 L Was 
' -niſthken ;-they liſtened indeed to my ſtory, but/ in- 


Jife of a proſtitute for more than a month, ĩ attempted 
to make a ſecond eſcape, and to fly to the hands of 

_ cJofliceifor protection: but I was cagain caught, and 
carried io a ſpunging houſe, where, after demain- 
ing two days, a gentieman;,who-had been) admitrell to 
me at that ale moman's tame to ſer me iulmy con- 
ſinement, paid off the debt ſor which 1 wararreſted' 
- andrtabk me to be his [miſtreſs | *- 57 5 
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moreiſupportable chan that vhich l have eſeaped from, 
det to bot who hopes that ſſie has fi ſome neraĩns 
_of ptineiple lefiãt is qerrible and ſhoching : fridnds- 


du hat Dam and/ wat have been; batthey re- 


geld nnd hate ene; ànd L have not te lea 


as R in, 
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unleſs my ſtory 1 or Him 
to whom I now ſendꝭ it, and find a place in the world. 5 
Vilelas I am,; I would be: otherwiſe if I might, I m 
not old in wickedneſs, though I have gone ſuch lengths. 
io: being now really and truly but Juſt turned of 
eighteen; and having leſt my father's houſt no more 
thao fiſteen months. ago, two of which months I have 
lived in innocence and reputation with the moſt wor- 
thy of families. As to him who has brougli upon me 
\ all this weight of miſery, and who ſerenely and un- 
concernedly can reflect upon what he has done; (for 
ſo Lam ſure! he does); I have nothing to fear and no- 
+ = to hope, I-can, therefore, have but one indace- | 
ment to deſire your: publication of this letter; hie 
is, that my ſriends may know that I have gained that 
cneditwith a ſtranger vieh - they have refuſed to gave Av 
meg and wt uy rg 1 855 as. 12 25 
9 


1 am, Sia, cihough Joſf to myſelf” : 1 
emen es | 


8 POR Y TI. 
Keen of mats ai, 


| pu is wih greet plecſarendic's fee you INE 
doing juſtiee to the age you live in, and not tun · 
ning imo! that vulgar and i natured- prejudite that 
the preſent times are worſe than our forefatlie's; and | 
it is right we ſuoold be told (6, to encourage us in dur 
progreſs towards the Win of peſection. I could' 
__ L 2 & 
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. gee a thoaſind: inflances of the virtues of theſe 4 
but ſhall at preſent content myſelf wich one which 

| 2 not remembet that you have hitherto ſo much as 


touched upon. It is the extreme conſtanoy and diſm- 


tereſtedueſs of the men in affairs of Jove and marriage. 

Lam a woman, Mr Fitz Adam, and have lately. 

5 experienced this truth im a degree that would, bring up- 

dn me the imputation of ingratitude; if I neglected to 

J 0 ibis public juſtice to the wolt wales and gene. 
. all lovers. x e 


It is now upwards « ofa year fince | eee | 


" delice of this gentleman . He is a man of fortune and 
n perſectly agreeable in his perſ=n; witty and en · 

ing in his converſation, with & heart the moſt ten- 
r, and manners the moſt ſoft and amiable that can 
* 3 Such as I have deſcribed him, you wi 

not wonder that I gave bim my whole heart,.and wait- 
ed with the. vimoſt n to de united to him 
pr ever- 

I will not give him 2 n Ades not want 


- that of intending my happineſs only, and of railing me 


10 2 rank which neither my per ſon nor fortune gave me 
any pretenſions to; on the counrary, I was young and 
handſome, and, in the opinion of ihe world, one whoſe 


did I ever with that there ſhould be ſuch obligation on 

either ſide; having generally obſerved that the moſt equal 

matches are the moſt productise of happineſs. But I 

anly mention this circumſtance, as it may ſerve to do 
honour to his behaviour ſince. +. --- ” 

The time was now approaching, which was to | make 

us. inleqarobly one. W hat his ſentiments were upon 


NS + the 


alliance could being on reflection on mine. Nor indeed 


* 
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the occaſion may. be ſeen by the following: Knees. 
which, among a thouſand of the ſame: kind, I ſhall 


dere tranſcrideG. % 
III t is as impoſſible ſor me to e and not write 


©to my angel as to ly down and not think of her. I 


eam too happy. Pray uſe me a litile ill, that I may come 
to a right ſtate of mind; for at preſent I can nei- 
ther eat nor ſleep : yet I am · more good-humouted 
than all the world ; and then ſo compaſſionate, that 
ILpiiy every man I ſee: My deareſt. loves only me, 
and all other men muſt be miſerable, I wonder thar 


any body can laugh beſides myſelf: if it be a man, he 
© makes me jealous; I fancy that he entertains hopes 


0 of my charmer; ſor the world has honing * in it 


io make lim cheet ful. 
And now; my lle! I have done with all ay” 

4 * doubts the time-appreaches that will change them 

into happinefs. 1-know of nothing (ſickneſs and 
0 1 excepted). that can poſſibly prevent it. Our 

© \pleaſures will ly in fo narrow a compaſs that we 
* ſhall always be within reach of them. To oblige and» 
1 be obliged will be all we want; and how. ſweet i is-+ _ 
to think that the buſineſs of our lives, and the de- 
light of our hearts, will be the fame thing 1 mean, 
the making each other happy But Ia deomed - 
to be more obhged than I have power to oblige.— 
© What:a wife am 1 to have ! Indeed, my love. 1. 
« ſhall ihink myfelf the worſt if IL am not the A 
* beſt-of all huſbands. Adieu l 


 Veon my making a viſe of a few days to a biens 
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wretelme aa follows. 567 6 
© This lazy penny poſt how I hate 1 it ! Te is Fe 

« dious days that muſt walt for an aufder to what 
„Lite. 1 will fer up a poſt of my own, that (all 


diem that I hear from you by return of it; F vill 
obey your commands ar · I not think of ſeeing you, 
I wonder you have nor talen it into'your head to 

bid me live without breathing. But take care, my 
© © love, that yon never give up the power you have 
e over me: for if ever it comes to my tern to reign,” I 


you ſo with eve and kind offices, that yout"little 
- 4 heert ſhall almoſt break in ſtruggling how to be 
en grateful. 1 will prevent [your very withes: Even 
* (be poor comfort of hope ſhall be denied you; for 

you ſhall know that none of your to morrows ſhall » 
de happier to you than your yeſterdays. Your pride, 
©tooſhall-be\monifies; for 1 wilt out love you, and 

de kinder to you than yoir-ezn poſſibly be to me. All 
r abeſe miſeries you ſliaſl ſufftr, and yet never be able 
d with for death to avoi&''my crnelties : refolve 

_ _  «<,not/to. merry me for I am a tyrant in my nature, 

and will execute all I have threatened? © 

Ho tender and obliging were theſe expreſſions! 1 
A own to you, Mr'Fitz-Adam, that L#dfwered them all 
in an equal ſtrain of fondneſs.” But 4 the midſt of 
this ſweet intercourſe he was vnhapplly taken ill of 
tde ſmall pox, The moment be was ſenſible of kis 
diſtemper he eonjured me, in a letier, not to come 
near him im left his * me (4s I had never 
| | had 
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Js ates defired him not Gene, bes 


+ gonnd:come every two hours; aud then, Nc 


will be revenged on you without mercy: I will load 
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eaſy. It was indeed of the moſt dangerous kd but 
how was it poſſible for meito keeps fm Mm 1 flew! 
to him when he was at te w ft, and wool bot leave 

him til they took me away by force the conſquence 
of this wiſit was, that 1 eaugbe che infeRtion; and fic- 


kened next day. My diſtemper was'of the conffuent 


ſort, and much worſe than myiſovet's whain les thar 
three weeks was in 4 condition to return my viſit. He 
had ſent almoſt evet y hour in the day to inquite ho 
I did; and when be ſaw me ontof danger /(tho”torblly: - 
altered from my former ſelf y his tranſports were not 
to be told or imagined. I cannot teſiſt the ples hire of 
ttanſeribing the letter mt f w_ ak + Hagerürn 
home that evening © 
What langoage ſhelf Flere" te elbe charter 

of my ſoul how happy this viſit Bas made me! To 
© ſee you reſtored to health w my 1 with; 
nor can my eyes behold a change in that face ar 
they enn be ſenſible of any change) that will not E 
dear it to me beybid the power of Beauty. Br. 
« trave of that eruel diſtemper wille be eonfidered” by 
me as a love mark. that will for ever revive in my 
ſoal the iders of that kindneſs by which it came. 
Lamett got 4 chavge then, that males you loveher 
to the than ever? for tiff your ſoul changer (obicls 

cin n wil be _— 


ey vast vt fav! 3 
| This letter; anch a thouſand repetitions of the ſame 
engaging language, made me look vpon the doſs of my 
— k ; beamy - % 
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e ee But the time was not yet come: 


- * that was to ſhow me this-diſintereſted lover in the 


moſt amiable of all lights. My father, wbeſe only 


; _ child I was, and who had engaged to give me a large 


fort une at my marriage, and the whole of his eſtate: 


at his death, fell-ill ſoon after; and, to the ſurpriſe of- 


all the world,'died-greatly, involved; and left me with- 


out a ſhilling to my. portion; 4 2 


me, when, by the return of the poſt, he ſent me the- 


My lover was in the country, when 1 acquainted: 
Nm with this fatal news. Indeed I had no doubt of 


his generoſity; but bow like a divinity he appeared to 


following letter !. | 
+ 4 Thick not, wy ſoul't that apy external accident- 


© can occafſion- the leaſt change in my affections. I ra- 


© ther rejoice that an opporunity is at laſt given me 
© of proving io my deareſt creature that I loved her 
© only for herſelf; I have fortune enongh for both;. 


Vor if I had not, love would be ſufficient to ſupply - 


© all our wants. Fhis cruel. buſineſs. how angry it- 
makes me! But a very few days, my life! ſhall bring 


me to your arms. O- how. I:love you Thoſe are -- 


©*-my favourite words, and I am ſure I ſhall die with 
© them; or if I ſnould have the miſery to ouilive you, 
they will be only changed to—O! how I loved her! 
But the How, my dear, is not to be told; your 

* own heart muſt teach it you. - When is it that T. 
ſhall love yon beſf of all? Why, the laſt day of my 


0, alte; * lived many many years 
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(How truly noble was this jetter! But you will think 
me dwelling too long upon my own. happineſs ; I 

ſhall therefore only add, that it is now a week ſince 

he wrote it: and that yeſterday I received the undoub- 
| ted intelligence that my lover was married the very 

day to a Fat widow of five and · fifty with a large 
jointure, a fine houſe; and a fortune of twenty ihou · 5 
fand pounds at her own diſpolal. | | 
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